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C A L E N D E R 

Jan 7-Grotto vertical trip TBA. Meet at library at Sam. 

Peb 6-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullman Public Library conference room. 

Peb 10-Grotto horizontal Trip, TBA. Meet at library at 8:00am. 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham Grotto. Pre-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

!uq 3-9-NSS Convention, Salida, Col or ado. Contact 1996 MSS Convention Committee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 South 
lialden St., Aurora, CO 80015, (303)693-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
=============================================================================== 

RUSSELL WHITE 
It was mentioned at last month's 
meeting that Russell White, longtime 
caretaker and access granter to 
Moses ' Tomb, had been placed in a 
nursing home in Fort Payne. For 
anyone interested in dropping him a 
letter or making a visit his address 
is: 

Russell White 
c/o Mountain Manner 
403 13th St NW 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

We wish him well. 

STRIKE TWO! 
Another unsuccessful attempt to 
install a permanent rope pad 1n 
McClung's Hole was made 12/15/95. 

CARBIDE 
AVAILABLE 

Ron Helton and Paul Salinger, of the 
Dogwood City Grotto, recently 
obtained over 1000 pounds of carbide. 
It is available for sale at $80 per 
100 pounds, in any quantity. Contact 
Paul at "caverl@aol.com" or 706-764-
1640, or Ron at 706-375-2142. 

COVER PHOTO 
Artist sketch of crawl leading to the 
breakdown bridge over Surprise Pit. 
Sketch was made from description 
given by Patrick O'Diam. Brad 1s 
Pat's roomate in Argentina. 

Two partial anchor holes were made BAT FAX 
before the drill ran out of juice. Bat droppings in caves support whole 
The job should be completed in one ecosystems of unique organisms, 
more t r ip_,._l'_r._ob~~em__i_s_l'_ll__be_____tir.ed---i-nclud~.ing--bae-t:-el:'-i-a~-us-ef-u-1----i-n~ -
of doing the drop after the pad is detoxifying wastes, improving 
installed! detergents, and producing gasohol and 

antibiotics. 
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DRAKES LOOKING FOR DRAKE'S 
12-21-95 

D.Drake S.Drake 

Having kept a couple of 
video tapes checked out from 
the NSS library for nearly two 
months, I felt like I should 
return them before Sheila and 
Cami 11 e sent out a posse. Of 
course no trip to Huntsville is 
complete without a yo-yo. 

On the way to the Rocket 
City Shane and I had decided to 
try and find Drake's Pit 
instead of bouncing the usual 
Wells, Hooper's or Natural. 
Louis had given me directions 
the day before when I had 
dropped by the paint store. 
While at the NSS office, Torode 
gave us a more detailed account 
of how to find our namesake 
hole. 

"Look for an old store 
with a 1 ake by it", he said. 

"When you get to the store 
you've gone a hair too far. Go 
back and take the first road 
toward the mountain." 

Should be simple enough to 
find we thought. 

We thought wrong. 
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the secretary put me on the 
phone with another fellow who 
convinced me that Byrd st. was 
the one we were looking for. 

"This is the one", I said 
as we unloaded our gear and 
proceeded up the mountain. 
After aan unmercifully steep 
climb we came to a recently 
installed Public Water Works 
water tank. Just below the tank 
was a logging road heading 
north. 

Shane and I hiked up, down 
and around the mountain for 
close to 45 minutes before 
reaching the conclusion that, 
"This ain't the place!" 

By now the sun was 
starting to set so we headed 
back to Cullman thoroughly 
ticked and wishing we had done 
Hooper's. As we got back on Old 
Big Cove Road toward 
Huntsville, Shane looked out 
his window and exclaimed, 
"there's the old store and 
there's the lake." 

"And there's the road that 
they're just a hair past", I 
disgustedly interjected. 

The name on the road sign 
said Newcomb. 

PC>ET•s CORNER 
Huntsville Grotto Newsletter 

June 1969 

Them Bug-ologists 

How about them bug-ologists 
Like Cooper, Peck, and Barr? 
Catchin' creepy crawlers, 
Puttin' em in a jar. 
Catchin' lil' fuzzy bugs, 
Catchin' lil' beetles, 
Catchin' them flyin' bugs, 
Stickin' them with needles. 

Once we were convinced 
that we needed help in finding 
the place, we stopped a 
mailcarrier but she didn't know 
much more about the area than 
her route. Finally we stopped 
at City Hall in Owen's 
Crossroads and asked some of 
the Sheriff's Dept. 1 obbyf 1 ys 
if they knew of any pits in the 
area or of a road that matched 
our meager description. One of 
them said that Newcomb St. was 
probably the road we were 
1 coking for. Another suggested Them ravin', cavin' buq-oloqists Splashin' through the water, 
that we ask a Mr. Drake that Catchin' them crayfish 
wor:Kea.----at~-th-e-Wab:r---wo-rk-s-------------""In"---"S"'h~el~t~a, . .'Fern, and Sauta. 
trai 1 er next door. Pokin' in thair innards, 

Mr. Drake was not in but Studyin' all the parts, Then they go and cut 'em 
From their gizzard to their heart~. 
How to be a bug-ologist? 
It's easy enuff, dagnabit: 
Just go down in the cave 
And if sonething moves, grab it: 

- s. P. Lunker 
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DR.AKE•s PIT 
D.Drake NSS 15430 

12-26-95 

A.Baker 
V.Bradford 

K.Baker 
D.Drake 
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I'm glad I needed batteries. 
With 3 or 4 pits in close 

proximity to one another a 
choice had to be made as to 
which one to do. Three Turkey 
Plunge meant a long hike into 
the teeth of a 15mph north wind 

I had sweet revenge on my and the~possibility of having 
mind as I waited for the other to rappel and climb in a 
three to arrive. Not revenge waterfall so it was dismissed 
against them but revenge as was O'Hara's Farewell. 
against the pit that had eluded Drake's Pit is a 109' hole 
me a few days earlier. A that is more or less a fissure 
decision had not yet been made in the limestone with no cave 
as to what pit we were going to or formation to speak of at the 
do, but we had decided on a bot tom. Although a short drop, 
Green's Mountain drop. Deep it is an enjoyable one 
down inside I was hoping it nonetheless. A very easy in and 
would be Drake's. out. The steep climb up the 

We 1 oaded our gear into road to the pit could probably 
the caving Geo and 1 eft the be negotiated with a Hummer but 
Texaco station at the corner of not much else. Heavy rains have 
157 and Eva road at 9am. After eroded canyons thus forcing a 
stopping briefly in Cotaco to tiring climb to a pit that 
get some batteries for my otherwise could be driven to. 
backup and mi 1 k for Bradford we After we had all bounced the 
continued our trek northward. pit one time, Arlon started 
As we passed by the cutoff, it developing a migrane that three 
was extremely difficult to of us agreed was caused by 
sti f 1 e the urge to cancel our Vic's mere presence. I asked 
vertical trip and go take in his permission to go down and 
the splendor of the spray up one more time. He said I 
painted walls of Talucah, but could if I didn't mind walking 
somehow we managed. home. I reminded him that I had 

It is so much easier the keys and went over the lip. 
finding a cave you've never Whi 1 e Kevin coi 1 ed the PMI 
been to when you're traveling we decided to forgo our search 
with someone who has, thus we for Hawk Hole and instead cross 
were unloading gear at about the road and take a 1 ook at 
11:15 and that was after a 20 O'Hara's Farewell, a guarateed 
minute delay as we waited for wet 232' drop. After spending 
paramedics using the Jaws of a short time at O'Hara's Arlen 
Life to cut someone out of a indicated the need to take 
car involved in a wreck with a something for his headache. So 
dump truck on the Tennessee we loaded up the truck and 
River bridge. The wreck had moved to Bever! y. I guess 
happened only moments earlier. Drake's is worthy of the name. 
I thought we might have crossed Victor thinks it's more than 
the bridge prior to the worthy. But then what does he 

------ ---acciden.t---had-w.e-no.t-s.t.o.p_p_e.cLin. ___ kn.o.w~ahon_t__c_ayin_g . .___ __ 
Cotaco. Arlen thought we might 
be the ones getting extracted. 

) 

) 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN CAVE CONSERVANCY OWNS NEVERSINK PIT 

On Tuesday, December 5 1995, the Southeastern Cave ConseiTancy became the owner of the classic TAG 
pit, Neversink. The closing was held in Scottsboro, Alabama, with Mark Wolins)s:y, Bill Putnam, ilnd 
Buddy Lane representing the SCC. This event is the culmination of almost three ¥ears of work bv manv SCC 
members. It was made possible by the gene~ous support of cavers and organizations throughout .the US. 

I would especially like to thank Pigeon Mountain Industries, the Dogwood City Grotto. the Huntsville 
Grotto, and the Richmond Area Speleological Society for their early and generous financial support. 
A large share of the credit for bringing this complicated deal to completion goes to SCC Acquisitions 
'hai1man Mark Wolinsky, who handled the negotiations and ran down countless details to make it all work. 

he total cost of the acquisition was just over $51,000. including legal fees and survey expenses. The SCC 
, ~;,iscd $31 ,OCC' ~r.d !::c~c ..... ,.ed 2!1'Jth~r $20,000 to m?:!:e t!!e purt::has~. 

While we are now the owners of the property, we still have one small matter to resolve: re-payment of the 
$20,000 loan. Contributions are still needed and will go directly to pay off the note on the property. 
We are working hard to pay off the note during the interest-free grace period, and have about $10,000 left 
to raise. 

One way to participate is to "Buy a Piece of the Pit". A $40 contribution gets you an honorary deed to a 40' 
by 40' piece of the property (with a certificate of honorary ownership) and an SCC Neversink T-Shirt 
featuring a map of the cave and proclaiming "I Bought a Piece of the Pit". Special plots around the pit 
entrance and the scenic sinkhole are available for premium contributions of $250, $500. and $1 ono. 
Contributions are tax deductible. 

Under the tenns of our purchase agreement, we have several things we must do to prepare the property 
before it is re-opened to visitation under the new management plan. We expect these things to be completed 
by January 1, 1996. Until then, the cave must remain closed to visitation. We expect to announce the 
opening on or by January 2. Access will be governed by the SCC Neversink Management plan, which is 
included below Feel free to re-print this announcement and (especially) the management plan in your grotto 
newsletters. 

The Southeastern Cave Conservancy is a non-profit, 501(c)3 corporation dedicated to the acq•1isition and 
management of caves and cave access in the Southeastern US. l\;lembership costs $15 per year :wd is open 
to anyone interested in the management and protection of caves. Member dues go directly to buy, lease, and 
manage n ves. 

For more infonnation, see our Web page at http://www.msm.edu/groups/scc 
or contact SCC Chainnan Bill Putnam at (770) 822-0003. 

)A At ~ __" v ._____ JJ-
) 

PosT HoL!JJAY CAVERS 
£t(;(.{e5s We'd beffey sf,cl( k rAe TYunf:. rks$Clje'' 
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Neversink Management Plan 

Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc 
Adopted August 27, I 995 
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.. 
The following management plan was approved by the Board of Directors, of the Sou thea c;l em Cave 
Conservancy on August 12, 1995. The intent of this plan is to protect the property and to preserv· the good 
relationship that the SCC has established with the surrounding landowners. The Board recognizes that many 
cavers and organizations throughout the country have supported the acquisition of the property, and wishes 
to make access as open as possible. Please observe the rules and encourage others to do the same so that 
this unique and beautiful natural site may be .enjoyed by all. 

1) While membership is not required for access to the Neversink 
~~~rert~', !!"!e C0n~~rva~cy stra~g!j' r~orrttne!!ds that vjs~tors l)p m~-:n~Pr~ 

of the Conservancy. Membership in the National Speleological Society is 
also encouraged. 

2) Permission is not required to visit the property. 

3) Use only the desit:,'llated parking area and trail. Our access 
corridor is only 40 feet wide from the road to the main property. 

Please respect our neighbors and stay on the SCC property. 

4) Due to limited parking facilities. no more than six (6) 
vehicles at a time may be in the parking area. There is no parking 

allowed along the road or outside the designated area - we do not own 
that property. 

5) To minimize impact, the Conserv<Jncy prefers that groups 
visiting the pit be small. Please try to keep the number of people at 

the pit at one time to twelve (12) or fewer. The SCC realizes that this 
may not always be possible. The intent is to avoid having a crowd at 

the pit for reasons of both conservation and safety. 

6) Use of the property for any type of commercial activity, 
including caving or other recreational activities, is not allowed. 

7) Camping. hunting, open fires, and consumption of alcohol are 
not allowed on the property. Alteration or defacement of the 

cave or other features of the property is not allowed. 

8) To avoid parking and over-use problems during caving 
conventions and special events, access to the property will be limited 

during those events to prearranged trips organized through the 
convention or event. 

_ -~-~-9JPJe_as_e_ke.e.p_o_o_is_e_tQ_a_minim.um, and be discreet while changing~ -~~ __ 
Do not disturb the water pipe or spring - it is a residential 

water supply for our neighbor. 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
December 5, 1995 

The regular meeting of Cullman Grotto of The National Speleological 
Society was called to order by David Drake, Chairman, on Tuesday, 
December 5, 1995, at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the 
Cullman County Public Library. Eighteen members and guests 
attended. The two guests, Jim Schmidt and Harold Calvert, were 
welcomed by all present and encouraged to return and perhaps become 
members of our grotto. 

The Minutes of the November Meeting were read by all present and 
there were two corrections. Gary Moon was also nominated 
Secretary /Treasurer of the Grotto and David Drake volunteered to 
be Chairman for another year. Arlon Baker moved that they be 
approved as corrected and the motion was seconded by Louis Adams 
and unnaimously approved by all present. 

The Chairman reminded everyone . that our grotto dues are due in 
January and he also urged everyone to ·pay their NSS dues. 

The Chairman next reported that we have made a $100 donation to 
Southeastern Cave Association and we got $100 for helping with the 
filming of the movie and we added another $20 donation which has 
allowed us to purchase five plots of the Neversink Property. We 
also received four shirts which we will auction off after this 
meeting. 

Next the floor was opened for nominations for grotto officers for 
1996. 

David Drake was nominated Chairman by Louis Adams and 
seconded by Robert Bumpus. With no other nominations, 
David Drake was unanimously elected Chairman. 

Robert Bumpus was nominated Vice Chairman 
Adams and seconded by Arlon Baker. With 
nominations, Robert Bumpus was unanimously 
Vice Chairman. 

by Louis 
no other 

elected 

Evon Thompson and Gary Moon were nominated for the 
position of Secretary at the October meeting. Gary 

.......... was_no_t_pres_ent_ and_EYon Lef_t the_roo_m_:while _t_he gronp ... 
voted. Evon was elected Secretary. 

The Chairman asked Mary Adams if she would be willing 
to continue as Treasurer for the Grotto. She agreed 
to do so and Louis Adams nominated Mary Adams 
Treasurer and the motion was seconded by Jon McCrary, 
and Mary Adams was unanimously elected Treasurer. 



Arlon Baker suggested that we have a membership card for the 
Cullman Grotto. After much discussion, this matter was tabled 
until the January meeting. .. 
Arlon Baker reported on trips that he and Victor Bradford made 
to O'Hara's Farewell and to Drake Pit. Bill and Miriam Cuddington 
reported on a trip with Buddy Lane to Mystery Falls in 
Chattanooga. 

Bill Cuddington also reported to the group that the Huntsville 
Grotto had a very successful vertical day in Huntsville last 
Saturday for new and experienced cavers. He also said that our 
Cullman members are welcome to park in his yard when they come 
to Huntsville to do Natural Well. Bill further said that Jon 
McCrary's equipment, which is advertised in our Flowstone, is very 
good and Jon has done some excellent work for him and Miriam. 

Jon McCrary reported that Werner's Sporting Goods is remodeling 
and they will have a coffee shop/meeting room which will be very 
good for our future meetings and he invited the grotto to consider 
having their meeting there when it is finished. They are also 
stocking more gear which we can obtain from Werner's. 

The meeting adjourned and Victor Bradford did his usual good job 
with another chaper of his slide show. 

APPROVED ______________ ~~------------------
Chairman 

APPROVED ______________ ~-------------------
Secretary 

- --------~~-- - ---- --------------------- ----- -------------·--
---------~~----------~---~----

- 2 -

' ' 
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Falkville AL 35622 
739-0811 

ViceChair: Robert Bumpus 
-1306 Noble Dr. 
Decatur AL 35601 
205-355-3204 

Treasurer: Mary Adams 
506 11th St SE 
Cullman AL 35055 
739-0369 

Secretary: Evon Thompson 
378 Co.Rd. 395 
Cullman AL 35057 
205-739-4415 

Editor: David Drake 
110 Co.Rd. 1386 
Falkville AL 35622 
205-739-0811 

COMMITTEE HEADS 
Horizontal: Scottie Arrington 

64 Co.Rd.1259 
Falkville AL 35622 
205-739-7091 

Vertical: 

Advisor: 

Jeff Lynn 
1198 Co.Rd.1194 
Vinemont AL 35179 
205-734-5246 

\)ictor Bradford 
1486 Co.Rd. 594 

Hanceville AL 35077 
205-734-2809 

Publisher: Mary Adams 
506 11th St SE 
Cullman AL 35055 

205-739-0369 
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C A L E N D E R 

reb 10-Grotto vertical trip to Neversink. Meeting time and place TBA. 

Har 5-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullman Public Library conference room. 

Har 9-Grotto horizontal trip, ~edbetter's Saltpeter Cave. Meeting time and place TBA. 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham Grotto. Pre-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-NSS Convention, Salida, Colorado. Contact 1996 NSS Convention Committee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 Sout~ 
Walden St., Aurora, CO 80015, (303)693-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 

==============================================================================-: 
LOG TRIP 

"Crazy", "stupid", "dangerous", 
just a few of the adjectives used by 
the general public to describe cavers 
and what we do. The vast majority of 
people don't realize the training 
hours put 1n and the safety 
techniques utilized when we go 
traipsing through the woods to do 
our, "crazy, stupid, dangerous", 
thing. Most of the critisism 1s 
unwarranted, sometimes it is 
justified. Case in point, the January 
grotto trip to Log Cave. 

During wet weather it is never 
a great idea to enter a cave that 
obviously floods at times. The 
decision to do Log was not based on 
a "Well we're here, let's take our 
chances" mentality. Mast of us had 
done the cave more than once during 
wet weather. In fact, we knew that 
the entrance would be flooded before 
we left the house. The precipitation 
that day was more of a heavy mist 
than a rain, and all forecasts had 
indicated it would stop by mid
morning, wfiicfi it: cGd. We were also 
aware of several sections of the cave 
that never flooded. 

One of the attractions to 
caving, for most, 1s the "danger 

factor" involved. In fact, it is a 
sort of "weeding" factor. Those who 
like the living-on-the-edge-lifestyle 
usually enjoy a long and entertaining 
caving career. Those who don't seldom 
go on more than one or two wild cave 
trips before passing by the wayside. 

On this particular trip, due to 
the amount of rain that had fallen 
the days prior, the water level was 
monitored frequently when possible. 
Although there was the' inherent 
danger present on that less-than
spectacular day, our group was never 
in any immediate harm and everyone 
present ~\'as confident of exiting 
under their own power and 1n due 
time. 

But maybe, just maybe, this 
time it was justified. 

D.Drake 

BAT FAX 
Tequila is produced from agave plants whose seed 
production drops to l/3,000th of normal without bat 
pollinators. 

COVER PHOTO 

Shane Drake in Ledbetter Saltpeter Cave 
Photo by Patrick 0' Diam 

Thanks to Amel Drake for his help with this month's Flowstone ... Ed. 
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WATERLOGGED 
Jan 6, 1995 

By D.Drake NSS 15430 

J.Cammon 
B.Powell 
D.Drake 

J.Lynn E.Nobinger 
B.Mathis S.Drake 

"Climb hard Jon, climb!" 
The words probably never 
reached their intended target 
as the roar of the falls was 
deafening. 

"Whatever you do don't 
stop moving!", we continued, 
but our instructions continued 
to disappear into the 
thundering water. Hypothermia 
was a definite possibility as 
each of us waited our turn to 
ascend into the frigid, 
crashing waterfall. 

The frightened 1 ook Jon 
had given me just moments 
earlier was still vivid in my 
mind and that concerned me. Jon 
was always first to volunteer 
to go up or down, but this time 
he reflected the uncertainty of 
the entire group when I asked 
him to climb first and assess 
the water 1 evel. We had all 
come to the realization that 
the wide but low entrance 
passage leading back to the pit 
very well could be totally 
flooded. 

I t was a co 1 d , rni sty 
Saturday morning when Bernard 
arrived at my house a little 
before six for the grotto 
horizontal trip to Log Cave. 
This would be his first trip to 
one of Newsome's Sink's finest, 
my third or fourth. We left the 
house- ~t--6~10 and made the 
short drive to Shane's to pick 
up he and his UNA roomate 
Blake. They weren't quite ready 
so Bern and I went ahead to 
rendezvous with Jon and his 
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friend Eugene at Brewer High 
School. Shortly after we 
arrived, Shane and Blake pulled 
up. I thought it rather unusual 
that everyone who had committed 
to the trip at the grotto 
meeting Tuesday, had actually 
shown up on such a rniserabl e 
day, but we were all there, 
plus some. After depositing one 
vehicle at the nearby park, we 
began the twenty minute drive 
to the north end of Newsome's 
Sink. We passed the cut-off on 
the way in, in favor of some 
refreshing beverages from the 
store at the four-way stop in 
Union Hill. Refreshed, we 
backtracked to our destination. 

The landscape in and 
around the sink has changed 
drastically in the past couple 
of years. Once heavily covered 
in a 1 ush, green forest, the 
northern end of the sink is now 
acres and acres of barren 
wasteland, with all the timber 
removed, too rocky and hilly to 
farm. A few acres up top have 
been converted into a 
fledgling, rye-grass pasture. 

We followed erosion to the 
old logging road that used to 
be the trail leading to the 
bot torn of the sink. The only 
positive to this rape of nature 
is that the view across the 
sink is now unobstucted 
therefore allowing a beeline to 
the opposite side and cutting 
the hike time in half. 

The mouth of the cave was 
flooded, as it usually is 
during wet weather, but evenso 
there is a crawl that skirts 
around the right side of the 
water and if one is careful 
enough he can stay dry ... muddy, 
but dry. This 25-foot-wide 
passage alternates between a 
hands and knees crawl, and a 
stoop walk for 200 feet with a 
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stream running down the middle 
that eventually empties into a 
30-foot pit. Jeff was one of 
the first back to the pit. As 
the rest of us made our way 
back I heard him ask if someone 
had moved a rock, "it sounds 
like more water is going over 
now than when I first got 
here," he explained. That 
statement worried me, but 
obviously not enough. Although 
there was more water than usual 
going into the pit, it was 
clear, unlike the muddy variety 
that usually indicates runoff 
and a rising water level. We 
decided that since the 1 ight 
rain falling outside was 
forcast to stop and/or turn to 
snow by afternoon we would go 
ahead and drop the pit. 
Afterall, the water 1 evel in 
the stream passage was still 
only ankle deep. 

The rappel down was an 
eyeopener, akin to someone 
pouring a pitcher of ice-water 
down your crotch. However, if 
one stategically straddled the 
falls while going over the lip, 
then quickly hopped over to the 
right about 10 feet down he 
caul d make it to the bot tom 
with only the left leg 
drenched. It took 30 minutes or 
more for all seven of us to 
complete the rappel. Once down 
we stashed all unecessary gear 
and took a moment to assess the 
water 1 evel and the physical 
condition of a few of the less 
strategically inclined. 

Traversing down the stream 
passage known fondly as "The 
Sewer", it's not hard to notice 
that the water level in the
passage at times is high, as is 
evident by the 1 eg-si ze 1 ogs 
and other debris crammed into 
various nooks and crannies 
three feet overhead. Obviously 
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the passage is a siphon during 
wet weather. The Sewer emerges 
into a large room with passages 
leading off in several 
directions. Here a decision 
must be made. Left, eventually 
leads to the Crystal Pool Room. 
Right, if you're lucky enough 
to find the correct combination 
of keyholes, leads to The Hall 
of the Mountain King, probably 
the most decorated room in all 
of Newsome's Sink. We decided 
to go see Mr. King first. 

We didn't exact 1 y stroll 
into the formation area. The 
cave takes on a completely 
different look in wet weather 
with new waterfalls splashing 
into normally dry pits, and 
King's and Queen's showers 
numerously raining down from 
above. The already difficult 
task of locating the right 
passages became even more so 
because none of the junction 
rooms looked the same. In due 
time we found the infamous 
"Tunnel Of Love" and knew that 
our destination lay just ahead. 

The Hall of the Mountain 
King is basically one enormous 
room separated into halves by 
a tricky 8-foot climb. Unti 1 
this trip, I didn't know what 
existed beyond the climb. One 
section of the room boasts a 
magnificent "broomstick" 
gallery while the back half 
scores big with impressive 
draperies and mammoth flowstone 
walls. The most striking 
speleothem is an active 
stalagmite in the Broomstick 
Gallery surrounded by creamy 
flowstone and streaked with an 
-iron~colored mineral giving it 
the appearance of a dagger once 
used by Jack the Ripper. The a
foot climb is a difficult one 
due to its slick nature and 
lack of handholds. Immediatly 

Continued on page 7 
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Evelyn W. Bradshaw 
10826 Leavens Road, Fredericksburg VA 22407-1261 

(540) 898-9288 email: ebradshw@interserf.net 

David Drake 
110 County Road 1386 
Falkville AL 35622 

Dear David, 

January 27, 1996 

"!know I had it right here in my 

hands a minute ago. " 

Thank you for sending the annual report for the Cullman Grotto so promptly, and for submitting 
it by disk (which is returned herewith). Having the disk tremendously expedites the work of 
updating the master I/0 files; that's why I am so grateful to those who can use the disk. 

Happily all the leadership were active NSS members. As a matter offact, you are to be 
congratulated that ALL of your members are reported as active NSS members. This was a 
dream of the founder and each ofyou who achieve that goal bring his dream near to realization. 

You also sent a detailed fmancial report, as well as the NSS-required membership roster. With 
twenty-eight NSS members there claiming Cullman as their primary NSS affiliation, the grotto is 
entitled to four votes at the Congress of Grottos. A little about what COG is was explained in 
one of the sheets in the reference packet sent when the grotto was chartered. 

Keep up the good work and let me know if I can be of help in some way. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~(._.../) 
. () 
! 

oF' A F"e-A711ER.. 

\ 
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fell owing the climb is a 
treacherous traverse along the 
edge of a 20-foot pitch, but 
the formations encountered in 
this section of the room make 
the journey worth while. 

Once we had our fi 11 of 
pretties and the camera bugs 
had spent all their exposures, 
we headed back to the main 
junction room intent on going 
next to the Crystal Pool Room. 
Our intentions were short 
lived. 

Bernard and I were 
bringing up the rear as we 
emerged from the final crawl, 
8 feet above the floor of the 
main junction area. While I was 
still in the crawl I heard 
someone say, "Tell David and 
Bernard to hurry, we've got to 
get out of the cave now!" As 
soon as my feet touched the 
floor I knew why. The room that 
had been completely si 1 ent 
before, was now filled with the 
roar of a distant waterfall, a 
waterfall that had grown to 
tremendous porportions. 

The water level in the 
Sewer was up noticabl y, but, 
except for a few pools, was 
still less than knee high, a 
tribute to how quickly liquid 
is dispersed in this 
passageway. 

The spray from the falls 
was consuming as we scrambled 
to don our gear. An eery 
uneasiness engulfed our group 
as we contemplated whether or 
not we would be able to climb 
into the teeth of the torrent 
and make it over the lip 
without complications, or 
whether we waul d have to 
retreat and seek shelter at a 
higher location deeper in the 
cave and wait for the water to 
subside. What made matters 
worse was that two of our 
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members had never climbed 
before. Blake and Eugene were 
both experienced rappellers, 
and we felt confident they 
could climb 30 feet, but we 
were expecting more favorable 
conditions. 

Although reluctant to 
start with, Jon was the first 
to ascend. His mission was to 
see if the entrance crawl was 
passable. We held our 
co 1 1 e c t i v e breath un t i l f in a 1 1 y 
the signal came ... It was OK to 
climb. 

The water was freezing, 
but a welcome change to 
standing and shivering in the 
spray. The ascents went well 
until the lip was reached. Here 
was where the force of the 
water was greatest, here is 
where you climbed like you've 
never climbed before. Even with 
head turned, it was impossible 
to make it over the lip without 
ingesting quite a bit of water. 
Eugene had to be pulled over 
the lip but other that that 
everyone made it up and over 
with a minimal amount of 
difficulty, all things 
considered. Although some of us 
waited for close to an hour to 
climb, the word hypo was never 
mentioned, eventhough it had to 
be forefront of everyone's 
mind. This, I thought, was a 
major reason it wasn't a 
problem. 

As we derigged and I made 
the final few wraps of my rope, 
I breathed a sigh of relief and 
thought of how proud I was to 
be with a group that knew how 
to respond to adverse 
conditions. I also thought of 
how much money I was now going 
to save by no longer needing to 
wash my rope. 

We exited under sunny 
skies. 



SERA WINTER BUSINESS MEETING 
April 13, 1996 

Marion Community Building 
Marion, North Carolina (just east of Asheville) 

Hosted by Flittermouse Grotto 

Saturday: Business meeting 
Cartography Salon 
Banquet, awards, and speaker 

Special attraction: Tectonic caving! 
World class Bat Cave will be open for caving tours Saturday and 
Sunday for the first time in nine years. This mile-plus system is a 
.. must do .. cave. Also, trips to Warrier Mountain Cave will be offered 
for the first time. 

Local attractions: 
Mount Mitchell, highest peak east of the Rockies, Linville Gorge 
Wilderness Area, Linville Caverns, Chimney Rock Park, Bottomless 
Pools, Blue Ridge Parkway, Spruce Pine Mineral Museum and gem 
mines (emeralds, rubies, ad infinitum), local craftspeople, Old Fort 
Mountain Gateway Museum, and Grant's Indian Museum. 

Look for your pre-registration information and forms coming soon for 
more details. Flittermouse Grotto hopes to be a good host to you for the 
weekend. Please contact us if you have special needs or questions. 

SERAWBM '96 
PO BOX 100 

OLD FORT, NC 28762 

or call evenings - until 1 Opm please 
Cato or Susan Holler 

(704) 724-9651 











NSS 1996 CONVENTION IN SALIDA COLORADO INFORMATION SHEET 

1996 NSS CONVENTION 
AUGUST 5-9, SALIDA, COLORADO 
Salida, the Heart of the Rockies, is located on the 

eastern slope of the Continental Divide in the Rocky 
Mountains of central Colorado. It can be reached 
about by US Highways 24, 50 and 285. Salida is 
two hours west of Colorado Springs and three hours 
southwest of Denver. The Colorado Springs Munici
pal Airport (it's new, too!) is served by and to eight 
major airlines. Shuttle service from the airport will 
be provided by the convention staff on Saturday, 
August 3rd, Sunday, August 4th and Saturday, 
August lOth. Cost will be $15.00 per person each 
way, with a minimum of 3 persons ·per trip. Special 
arrangements may be made during convention week. 

-..: 
The convention camp site is west of town near 

the Arkansas River. You may choose to pitch your 
tent or park your RV there (no RV hookups avail
able), or you may choose to stay in or around town. 
Salida has 14 motels, 4 hotels, 11 bed and breakfasts, 
4 cabin-type motels and 4 campgrounds. There will 
be portable shower and sanitary facilities. Salida has 
a variety of recreational activities as tourism is its 
most important industry, after ranching. See below 
for the address for the Chamber of Commerce if you'd 
like a free visitor's guide or specific information on 
other attractions or accommodations. 

CHILD CARE 
Child care will be available Monday through 

Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and during the 
Photo Salon and Banquet. The facilities will be 
conveniently located at the Salida High SchooL A 
charge of $75.00 will cover the entire period. if 
registered before April 30, 1996. This includes lunch 
and snacks. Child care will also be provided on an 
hourly basis. Call Becky Ward at 970-484-6706 for 
more information. 

HOWDY PARTY 
The Howdy Party will be Mon., Aug. 5, 7:30 

- ?, at the convention campground Mix together 
food, soft drinks, kegs of micro brewery beer, music, 
add a generous amount of cavers, and you'll get a 
great time under the Rocky Mountain stars! 

PHOTO SALON 
The Photo Salon will be at the high school field 

house. 

EVENTS 
Attached is a partial list of scheduled events. 

More details will be provided at the convention. 

BANQUET 
Fri., Aug. 9, 7:30 at the high school. After a 

week or so of eating underground, on the ground, or 
wherever, this will reintroduce us to chairs, tables, 
silverware ... cooked food 

-And now, for something ~. ,_, . · 
completely different, some information on special 

convention activities ..... 

THE CUMBRESAND TOLTEC 
... ~ .. 

SCENIC RAILROAD 
.. ;::-··~··· :···-~!.~---

The Cumbres and TGltec Scenic Railroad is a. spectacu- · 
lar 64 mile, steam powered narrow gauge railroad trip, 
crossing over a 10,115-foot Rocky Mountain pass. Char
tered buses will depart from the Salida convention camp
grounds at 7:00 a.m. Tuesday, August 6th and return that 
evening. Cost is $80.00 per person ($54.00 for those 11 
years or younger). Price includes a hot lunch at Osier, 
plus snacks. The excursion is limited to 88 participants, 
so register early. Cost is 100% refundable up to June 
30th, 1996 and 75% refundable up to July 21st. For 
additional information call Bob Stucklen at home (970) 
667-4350 or work (970)-490-7407. 

SUNDAY FIELD TRIPS: 

BIRTH OF AN OCEAN: GEOLOGY 
OF THE RIO GRANDE RIFT 

The Rio Grande Rift extends 600 miles from 
Leadville, Colorado to El Paso, Texas. Rift valleys have 
many special geological features that we will see on this 
ali-day field trip. We will see several types of volcairic 
rock, sand dunes (Great Sand Dunes National Monum~t. :.' .. , 
the highest dunes in the United States), and hot sprmgs. :.:,~,: 
We will also visit the San Luis Valley Alligator Farm, ··- . 
home of 100 large Florida alligators. Hot mineral waters 
are responsible for many rich mineral deposits mcluding 
the Orient Iron Mine, containing Colorado's largest bat 
colony. On this field trip, you will see the "Birth of an 
Ocean" first hand For more information,. contact Gerry 
Forney at (303) 830-8477. 

FRED LUISZER'S "MOST EXCELLENT" 
GEOLOGY FIELD TRIP 

Colorado is blessed with a myriad of geological 
features. This field trip will expose the visitor to some of 
the very interesting geology near the convention site. At 
the Mount Princeton Hot.Springs we will talk about the 
hydrology and geology of the area. We'll stop at Twin 
Lakes where Late Pleistocene terminal and lateral 
moraines are well exposed Here we will be able to view 
the Collegiate Range, which contains some of the highest 
mountains in the continental United States. We will 
make several stops at Leadville, pointing out some of the 
past mining activities that made the town so famous. 
Another stop will be the Climax molybdenum mine, the 
largest in the western hemisphere. This trip should be of 
interest to the novice and professional geologist. Trip 
guide is Fred Luiszer of Boulder. 
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PRE/POST 
. CONVENTION TRIPS 

SPANISH CAVE BY DONALD G. DAVIS 
Spanish Cave is one of Colorado's more challeugiug and 

interesting caves located at timberline in the Sangre do Cristo 
Mountains, south of Salida. Full vertical gear, camping equipment, 
and warm, moisture-resistant clothing. but not wetsuits. will be 
required. Cavers will need to be in good condition, be able to hike 
at elevations of 12,000 feet, and be prepared for possibly cold and 
rainy weather. For more information, write to Donald Davis at 
5311 Co. Rd. 309, Parachute, CO 81635-9111 (summcrooly), In 
the winter, sec the NSS manual for address. ... 

EL MALPAIS LAVA TUBES 
Tiris is a four-day trip through the backcountry 8R8S of the El 

Malpais National Monument and includes eight lava tubes from 
three distinct flows. Some tubes require vertical gear and high
clearance, four-wheel drive vehicles will be a good idea. Tiris trip 
is limited to 20 participants and the fee is $30. For more informa
tion, contact Mike Goar and Cindi Masch at 65 Foster Canym 
Rd., Las Cruces, NM 88005, 505-523-6082. 

ARKANSAS VALLEY TRIVIA TRIP 
Hunt for garnets and apache tears, lunch in beautiful 

downtown Buena Vista, sec the Leadville Miniog Museum and 
mine dumps. Trip is on Monday. Call Pat Jablonsky at 505-387-
6668 for more information. 

MINE DUMP TOUR 
Take a short trip to the Turret Mining District and nearby mine 

dumps for some sight-seeing and rockhounding. NO MINE 
ENTRY. High clearance, 4WD vehicles, carpooling. Call Andy 
Flurkey at 303-271-1073 for info. 

BLACKCANYONOFTHE 
GUNNISON AND CURICANTI 

Tour of the Black Canyon and Curricanti, poss1ble 2700-foot 
(not a typo!) rappel off Painted Wall. Special permit pending. 
Possible boat trip in Curr. Call Jim Pisarowicz at 970-249-7573. 

SCENIC DRIVE 
Scenic drive to Grizzly Lake, St. Elmo and possibly the Holy 

Cross glacier. High-clearance vehicles only. Call Roo Schucmann 
at303-721-6575. 

NEW MEXICO, GUADS AND 
LINCOLN NAT'L FOREST 

Preconvention trips to McKittrick, Sand,Endless, Ft. Stanton, 
Crocketts, Millrace and Hell Hole Caves. Postconvction trips to 
Ft. Stanton, Crocketts, Millrace, Black, Hidden and Cottonwood 
Caves. Number of participants will be limited on all trips. Contact 
Mac Deets at 505-291-1539. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
Caves to be visited will include Neff's Canyon, Candlelight 

Cave, Blowhole, and Nutty Putty (for the vertically declined). A 
restoration/geology trip to Timpanogas is possible. Contact Harold 
Smith at 801-565-0719 or Dale Green at 801-277-6417. 

BLACK HILLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
Possible off-trail trips in Wmd and Jewel Caves, maybe some private 

caves. Call Sarge Preston at 605-341-0230. 

HORSETHIEF CAVE, WYOMING 
Cost is $30, there will be prlnutive camping right in Annpit, permits 

and cooking will be taken care of. An NCRC/NSS Vertical Section 
workshop may be held there during the convention. Contact Steve Goryl 
at 307-332-4784, or John Gookin at 307-332-1264. Their address is 288 
Main St., Lander, WY 82520. 

WHITE RIVER PLATEAU, COLORADO 
Groaning and F'IXin' to Die Caves. Contact Ron Ryan at 303-524-

7892, or Clair Jacoby at 970-945-0107. 

SPRING CAVE, COLORADO 
Possible camp at Spring Cave, or possible visit to Mee Canyon and 

claystone caves ncar Grand Junction. Contact Ron Delano. 

SOME FACTS ABOUT SAUDA 
Salida, in Chaffee County is at an elevation of 7,036 ft. 

In fact, Chaffee County has more mountain peaks over 
14,000 feet (we call them "Fourteeners") than any other area 
in Colorado, or the rest of the nation for that matter. Those 
who are not used to higher elevations should take precau
tions to avoid altitude sickness, which in extreme cases, can 
be life-threatening. Pregnant cavers and those with chronic 
heart or lung conditions should check with their doctors 
about coming to a higher altitude. For the rest of you "flat- · 
landers'", remember to drink more water, take it easy for the 
first couple of days, and keep in mind the effects of alcohol 
and medications could double. The weather in August in the 
high country can only be described as changeable. Be ready 
for intense sunny days in the eighties (Sunscreen!), cool 
nights in the flfties, or rain, hail, high winds, lightning; and 
yes, Virginia, even snow. 

CONTACTS 

All activities: 

1996 NSS Convention 
P.O. Box 3683 
Englewood, CO 80155 

Visitor's guide: 

Heart of Rockies 
Chamber of Commerce 
406 W. Hwy. 50 
Salida, CO 81201 
(guide is free, area 
map is $1) 

Note: Foreign Currency exchange is not 
available in Salida 

Skip Withrow 000000000000000000 Chairman 
Dave Lester 00 00 00 0000 0000 .. 00 .. Vice Chair 
Louise Hose ooooooooooooOOOOooo Program 
Bob Stucklen 0000000000000000 .. Logistics 
Paul Fowler oooooooooooooooooooo Vendors 
Mike Grazi 00000000000000000000 .. Registration 
Rob Kolsted ooooooooooooooooooo Publications 
Greg Glasner 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ... Publicity 
Jim Wilson 00000000 ............. Treasurer 
Carolyn & Bob Cronk ..... Facilities 
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HIIU!!S OP REGULAR M!!!IIG 
or 

CULLMAI GROT!O OF ll!IOI!k SPELEOLOGICAL SOCI!!Y 
· Januarr 2, 1996 

!he reqular meeting of the Cullman Grotto of the lational Speleological Societr ns called to order hr Darid Drake, 
Chairman, on tuesday January 2, 1996, at 7:30 p.a. in the conference rooa of the Cullman County Public Library. 
Fourteen members and guests attended. fro quests, Joe Peebles and Ken farlor, were welcaaed and eneouraqed to 
return and perhaps become !!!embers of the grotto. fhe Chaiman also recoqni.sed new grotto 11eaber Danny Vance· ·of 
!evnan, GA. nanny was not present at the !!leeting. 

fhe minutes of the ~ecember !!leetinq were read and approved by all present. The chairman excused secretary ~von 
Thompson and her husband Greq due to illness. !he Chaiman then reminded everyone that grotto dues would be 
collected after the meeting and that KSS membership must be current. Kr.~rake also informed those present that the 
deadline to take advantage of the ISS's current rates is May l, 1996, after that the rates go up. 

It vas next mentioned that the new Grotto !-shirts were still available to anyone wishing to purchase one. The cost 
is $12 per shirt. The Chairman also acknowledged the fact that the Cullman Grotto was mentioned in the !ov. 1995 
issue of the !SS news. The opening of leversink was then discussed. Grotto members were urged to obey all rules 
regarding access to the pit and number of persons allowed at site. Plans for a grotto trip to the pit were then 
discussed. A grotto trip to Log Cave vas planned for Saturday, Jan. 6, 1996. 

Trip reports vere next on the agenda. Jeff Lynn told of a ridgevalking trip vith Jon Camaan an vhich a seldom 
visited cave vas rediscovered. 

The need to oher access rules to !LL TAG area pits vas discussed as it vas brought to the floor's attention that 
some grotto aquaintances had been visiting closed or restricted access caves. 

!he evening's program vas an excellent new slide series on Lechuquilla, after which the meetinq vas adjourned until 
Feb. 6, 1996. 

APPROVED ___________ _ 

Chairman 

APPROVED __________ _ 

Secretary 
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~~~~Southeastern Regional Association . . 

1996 Winter Bus~ss Meeting 
Saturday, Ap:tl13, 1996 

Marion Community Building; Marion, N.C. 
Hosted by the Flittermouse Grotto 

Schedule: 9:00AM Registration opens (coffee and doughnuts available) 

Banquet: 

Speaker: 
Trips: 

10:00- 12:00 Presentations by SERA organizations 
12:00- 1:00 Break for lunch 
1:00- 5:00 
6:00PM 

SERA Winter Business Meeting 
SERA Awards Banque_t 

Catered Roast Beef Dinner, with macaroni & cheese, green beans, tossed salad. tea or coffee. 
strawberry shortcake. and Geneva's Fabulous Homemade Rolls (to die for). 
Joel B. Stevenson (topic to be announced) 

Rare opportunity to visit Bat Cave, a mile-plus tectonic granite-gneiss cave system. Owner 
NC Nature Conservancy requests $3 donation per visitor (normally $10 on NCNC-led trips). 
Also, historic Warrior Mountain Cave. Sign-up at registration for Saturday or Sunday trips. 

Salons: SERA Cartography Exhibit 

' Contact: Cato and Susan Holler, (704) 724-9651 (Hams: Call KF4FNI orKD4TPC on 1-16.985 /vfhz. -.600) 

Directions: Take I-40 to Marion. NC (40 miles east of Asheville, NC). Use Exit 85, US 221. Head north. 
-1 mile though first signal on US 221 Bus. -2 miles, through the center of town. NationsBank on 
right, First Union on left. lvfarion Community Bldg. is next to First Union. For more info, including 
accommodations (special rates available), and area attractions, see maps on the back of this flyer. 

Registration Information 
Preregistration $6.00 (must be received by April 5, 1996, please) 
Accompanying Guests $5.00 (no registration packet) 
Banquet. per person $8.00 (by preregistration only) 
Registration at the door $7.00 (no banquet) 

Send To: Flittermouse Grotto, SERA. Preregistration, PO Box 100, Old Fort, NC 28762 

-----------------------------,-----------; 1996 SERA Winter Business Meeting Registration i Register i Banquet I g' ~ 

Name: NSS # I $6 $8 I E ~ ~ ~ z_ ~ 
.! as <U (Q ·- c: o 

Guest: NSS # $5 ! $8 I 1/) u :;: ~ ;g .2 ::t: 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ ~ 0 1/) ~ = ~ c: 

Guest: NSS # $5 $8 
1 

~ ~ ~ MR OJ ~ ~ ;';; 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~----------~----------~ = < c: ~ ~~ = (Q 

$8 I 0 as ~ =E ·c:; """ (J) ~ 
(/)C:aJ c.=~~N 

------------=ct~ip_a_n-:-d -m-m7·l t-:-h-is ;-::-.o-rm-.-a-:-io-ng_w_i-:th-y-ou_r ___________________________________________________________________ -1 ~ .2 ._ < E (J) o ~'-

Total Enclosed I - .... ~· ...::. E -check made out to Flittermouse Grotto .... ...,. .... ..... :::J ~ -.:r 
-----------~~==~~~~~~~~---------------------------------------------------------------------------~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o -u o 

Address: 3: ~ ~ ~ ~ r--
- - tJ 

-----~-~:--n-:e_: ___________ H _____ (--------------------------------------------~-ta_(t_e_:_) ____________ z_ip_: __________________________ ~:~ ~ ~ ~ j 
:101 1 

Guest: NSS # $5 

SER..-\ Organization: 

IV!! t!ncoura'ie _vou w reprznc :izrs river for Jistrzbutzon to grocto or organz=ation members' Clip and post on vour calenda 



4 Jong's Chinese Express I Other amenities: 

5 Country Goose Cafe 
. •/ lk·ng distance of meetmg) v (these are both wothm wa I 

/ 

~~ Countrys1de Bar·be-oue (8. L. D) 
~ Area includes: Subway, Hardees, Pizza Hut. W. 

Sizzhn. Harvest & Smokehouse restaurants. Also 
2 groceries and a drugstore. 

8 Area includes: Taco Bell. KFC. MacDonald's, 
wendy's. Also Walmart. and a grocery. 

9 Area oncludes: Burger King, MacDonald's. Also 
grocery and drugstore. . 

1 0 Area •ncludes Caroiina Chocolatlers. W. Steer, 
Park Inn and Econolodge motels 
laundromat 

1 ABC (Aunt Betty's Cookie store. of course.) 

-::: 

:··· -~·-"?j i __ · . ·n _ · :_ 
_.. . : 
. i -· - . : 

c/o Flirtermouse Grotto 
PO Box 100 

\ a."-. .}>J 
Old Fort, NC 28762 

Accommodations: 
1 Park Inn International 1·800·437 ·PARK 

SERA price S35 + tax per room. Has restaurant 
2 Econolodge 704·659· 7940 

• $38.91 (1 person) • S49.31 (3 people). 
lnc'l free cont'l breakfast, local calls 

3 ~".Jck Creek Campground 704· 724·4888 
JS12 (2 people), tent camping, no hookup . . 

I 

Cullman Grotto 

David M Drake 

110 County Rd 1386 

Falkville, AL 35622-

·-·----.. 

·--.. .. 
---... -...._ 

~. 

\c 

Mor-:w·' -":' 
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C A L E N D E R 

Mar 9-Grotto horizontal trip, Ledbetter's Saltpeter Cave. Meeting time and place TBA. 

Apr 2-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, library. 

Apr 13-SERA Winter Business Meeting, Marion, N.C. (see registration form for details) 

Apr 30·1ast day to join XSS at old rates! 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Soy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham Grotto. ?re-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime ~ee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-YSS Convention, Salida, Colorado. Contact 1996 YSS Convention Cow~ittee, :/a Skip Withrow, 5404 Sout~ 
Walden St., Aurora, CO 80015, (303)693-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
=============================================================================== 

FYI 
The Southeastern Cave Conservancy has 
requested that all v~s~tors to 
Neversink use the parking area at the 
foot of the hill. The SCC does not 
own rights to the road and area 
residents have complained of vehicles 
being parked on the right of way. 

SAFETY FIRST 
I recently took a couple of friends 
to a local bluff to teach them how to 
rappel/climb. Neither had ever been 
on rope. I bounced it once to 
demonstrate the procedure then 
dropped again to belay while each 
took a turn coming down. After a 
couple of trips each I dropped 
another rope and rigged them up with 
ascenders. Both did very well 
ascending and descending. It had been 
a long time s~nce I had trained 
anyone, and since the folks that 
usually accompany me on a vertical 
excursion are vertically proficient, 
it would have been easy to forget to 
tell a novi.ce of a basic principle 
that most of us take for granted. 

With that in mind, I ran across 

a handout from the NSS that is a 
guideline for anyone conducting 
novice trips, horizontal or vertical. 
It probably wouldn't hurt any of us 
to refresh our memories. (See pg.S) 

BAT FAX 
All mammals can contract rabies: 
however, even the less than a half of 
1% of bats that do, normally bite 
only in self-defense and pose little 
threat to people who do not handle 
them. 

COVER PHOTO 
From the depths of Neversink, f iftee!l 
days after being reopened to cavers. 
Photo by Jon Cammon. 

Bt!?DS OF A 

!\ 
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OPEN! 
By D.Drake 

Jan 15, 1995 
L.Adams M.Adams 

D.Drake J.Cammon J.Lynn 

"Looks like somebody's already 
there", Jeff said as we rounded a 
bend in the road some 500 feet from 
the parking area to Neversink. 

"Yeah, it looks like Louis and 
Mary's truck", answered Jon. 

"Naw, that ain't their's", I 
said as we drove closer. 

"Well it has a Cullman County 
tag", Jeff rebutted. Then almost in 
unison we recognized the maroon Isuzu 
Trooper as being that of our fellow 
pit bouncers. It was the new window 
sticker that threw me, a yellow 
sticker in the shape of the state of 
Texas with a bat in flight emblazoned 
on it. Obviously a sticker sent by 
long distance grotto members, Patrick 
and Missy Lynott. We pulled in to the 
parking area and headed up the 
mountain to the 162-footer. 

I decided to work only half-a
day Monday and spend the rest of Rev. 
M.L. King day bouncing Neversink for, 
believe it or not, my first time. 
Jeff L., Jon C. and I rendezvoused at 
the Lacon Stuckey's at 1pm. Jeff 
expressed concern at being able to do 
the pit and be back in Hanceville in 
time for his 7pm class at WSCC but 
offered little resistance so we 
loaded up the truck and headed for 
Hollywood. Much rain had fallen over 
the weekend and the pit had sprouted 
several new waterfalls which made 
things rather misty. Mary was just 
lipping the pit when we arrived at 
the sink. Louis was on bottom 
preparing to rig in and ascend. 

We tied off to the second r1g 
point and lowered our rope to the 
right of the prominent tree. I was 
g1ven the honor of first descent, to 
which I was grateful. What a glorious 
rappel! What a massive hole! 
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Having arrived much earlier 
Louis and Mary departed about the 
time we were completing our fir.·3 t 
rotation. After goodbyes and cheerios 
we decided to bounce the pit onc2 
more before heading back to deliv<~r 
Jeff in time for school. I climbed 
and was packing my gear away as Jeff 
and Jon tandemed out. Jeff 
encountered the usual difficulties 
associated with getting over a } i p 
with someone tethered below. Th0 
situation was quickly remedied 
however, when Jon released one o E 
Jeff's Gibb's from the rope. Jon 
discovered a problem of his own as ht-" 
was unhooking his chest harness. When 
he pulled the pin out of hie; 
Simmon's, the roller cascaded to th,·, 
bottom of the pit. After wishing Jon 
luck at finding a ride home Jeff 3!1 i 
I turned and continued packing. Jon 
was forlorn. 

"I guess I'll go back down and 
look for it, but I don't really want 
to", he said as he continued to try 
and catch his breath. 

I was the most rested of the 
group and insisted that had I not 
already packed my gear, I would 
gladly go back down. Jeff continued 
to monitor the time. It was now 3:~5. 
If we left right now, we would be 
pushing to make it back in time for 
school. He didn't seem to be overly 
concerned and I rationalized that. 
since I was going to be breaking the 
speed limit on the way home anyway 
(except in Gurly) it wouldn't hurt if 
I broke it another 10 mph, so I 
volunteered to rig back up a drop the 
pit 1n search of the $40 roller. 

"Yeah, you were just look.i.:1g 
for an excuse to do the pit aga1n , 
Jon said as I put my gear back on. 
And I was. 

I looked around for at least 30 
minutes but daylight was becoming 
scarce and I came up empty. I 
suggested he run a $3 dollar ad 1n 

the NSS NEWS in hopes that some 
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honest soul would find and return it. 
A new water pipe had been 

inserted into the spring entrance 
just above the north side of the 
sink. The old black PVC had been 
severed but still had water coming 
out of it. Jeff had a little fun with 
it by moving it over enough so that 
the water would run down the hillside 
and up under Jon's britches while he 
coiled the rope. 

We headed down the mountain at 
4:30. A neighborhood mutt escorted us 
about half way down the hillside 
before reaching the conclusion that 
he wasn't going to score any food 
from us. We were back at Stuckey's 
around 7:00 or 7: 30. Thanks Reverend. 
Sorry Jeff. 

FROM THE MAILBAG 

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter, Oct. 
96: Dave Howell reports that the 
Skyline Wildlife Management Area 
gates up in Little Coon Valley are 
unlocked and will remain so through 
the end of turkey season, Apr. 30th. 
The access situation in the Big Coon 
Valley has changed a bit. A hunting 
club had cabled off what was supposed 
to be a public road up the valley til 
someone took them to court to open 
access to a couple of cemetaries up 
there. Though the matter is still in 
litigation, the hunting club is under 
injunction to keep the road open, at 
least for the time being. This 
affords access to some prime publis 
areas of Skyline to which overland 
access is difficult. If the court 
case is resolved favorably, the gates 
will remain open permanently. 

Dogwood City Grotto, Georgia 
Underground, Volume 32, Numbers 1 & 
2: Bob Biddix reports oo the 
discovery of a new pit/cave 1n 
Cumberland Co., TN. Serendipity 
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Pit was entered for the first time 1 

late Sept. 1995. It was th~ 
culmination of a dig that had been 
worked on for some time. Total 
vertical extent is 371 feet including 
two 100+ foot pits making it only the 
second cave system in Tennessee to 
house two pits over 100 feet. Paradox 
Cave is the other. 

Windy City Grotto Speleonews: Jay 
Savage reports that the USGS has 
issued a revised map of the geology 
surrounding Mammoth Cave. The 199 5 
edition of a map origianally 
published in 1964 has been prepared 
with the cooperation of the 
University of Kentucky and the 
Kentucky Geological survey. Scale is 
1:24,000. When ordering ask for map 
GQ-0351, Geology of the Maumoth Cave 
Quadrangle, Kentucky. Cost is $4. For 
information about USGS maps or 
ordering assistance, call 1-800-USA
MAPS or 1-800-HELP-~AP. 

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter, Fe' 
96: Dave Howell reports on a rumoc 
concerning dive trips being made into 
Gross-Skeleton Cave to search for ~ 

body. Apparently a man killed his 
wife two years ago and dumped her 
weighted body into a deep pool within 
the cave. The k.il1er has s1ce 
confessed, however, the body was not 
where he told police it was. Thus the 
dive trips. 

C!IDID CAm 

"A: right Cockroaches, on your belly ad give ,.., 
:ifty!u 
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National Speleological Society 

Suggestions for Leaders of Novice Trips 1 

1. Provide novice participants with a written 
list of necessary equipment to bring and spend 
some time going over why these things are 
included. Then people won't decide not to bring 
water 'because it was ~illy when the cave has a 
stream in it." Preferably handed out at least a 
week before the trip so people have time to shop 
for batteries etc. 

2. Novices need to know where thev will be 
going (within a reasonable radius--not exact 
latitude and longitude). Relating the destination 
to some local landmark should be sufficient. 

3. Keep the trip to a tight time schedule but 
try to allow yourself a two-hour window for 
arrival back home. You never know when Pizza 
Hut is hosting a birthday party and two waitresses 
have called in sick. Parents of Scouts have been 
known to panic when groups have been less than 
an hour late returning from a trip. 

4. Pick caves within the capabilities of the 
group. The trip is supposed to be a challenge, 
both physically and mentally, but it is foolish, 
unwise, and unsafe to take a group of beginners 
into a cave that clearly requires advanced caving 
techniques such as vertical work, high exposure 
traversing, or other out-of-the-ordinary dangers. 

5. Pick a cave you know well enough to be 
comfortable within. It is disturbing to novices to 
have a leader they consider an expert srumbling 
around looking for the entrance or the right 
passage. 

6. When you meet the group for the trip, make 
a cursory check of their equipment It's better to 
know now that little Johr111y Boy Scout or Mr. 
Macho Novice Caver has left his spare light 
sources at home while vou are still near a K-Mart. 
Sometimes it's helmets.tlmt have been left out. 

7. Provide drivers witl1 some form of 
directions (written) to a cmnn1on meeting point 
near the cave. Timt wav drivers don't have to 
keep up with a leader who nmy forget he's got 50 
HP more tlmn tl1e otl1ers when he heads up Mton 
Mountain on I-64 and leaves a few in tl1e dust. It 
also avoids unsafe driving by followers trying to 
keep up. 

8. On site, ensure parking regulations are 
followed. Many city drivers don't realize you 
must park completely off tl1e pavement in a rural 
area. 

9. Get everyone geared up. Help when lights 
won't turn on (often tl1e batteries were inserted 
back\vards when stored. CondllCt a final 
equipment check ,md orientation. Remind tl1e 
cavers to "cave softly." 

• 10. Take care of any sign-in and make sure 
the group is not Aampling the flower beds or 
busily cow-tip~ while they wait for you. Let 
the group kno": why landowners are so important. 
The whole purpose of educational and novice trips 
is to educate and train others, so any time you can 
explain why you are doing what you are doing is 
beneficial. 

11. If you haven't already decided which of 
the experienced cavers on tl1e trip is tl1e Leader, 
do so now. If you get into a situation that requires 
an executive decision, it is important tlmt there not 
be squabbling over who should make it. It does 
not necessarily have to be the one who set up the 
trip if another caver is more experienced or better 
qualified. Tilis decision is best made before you 
meet the group. 

12. If you don't normally carry a first aid kit 
(and you should), carry one on this trip. If the 
injury is more than a small cut or scrape, if, that 
is, it impedes motion and obviously tlrreatens life 
or limb, consider aborting before a rescue call out 
becomes necessary. With a group you should 
have plenty of manpower to assist a slightly 
injured person back to the surface. Even if you 
don't know more than rudimentary first aid (and 
you should), remain calm and decide what the 
best course of action will be. Consult with the 
other cavers you have with you and the group's 
leader if it is a Scout or other youth group, and 
make a reasonable decision. Remember, you are 
The Leader. If your intuition and better judgment 
says "Abort," even with strong opposition, abort 
anyway. You should be better equipped to lmndle 
tl1ese situations and therefore better able to make 
a rational decision for the good of fue victim. 

13. You should carry more than a minimum 
amount of equipment. Carry four or five light 
sources. Don't rely on cyalumes: tl1ey lose power 
while unused! Carry a little extra food and water. 
Many people don't realize how strenuous caving 
can be and underestimate their needs. It is also 
nice to be able to offer something in trade if 
someone else has something really good tlmt you 
never considered bringing underground witl1 you! 
Make sure you have a handline of at least 25 feet 
in lengtl1, even for horizontal caves. TI1ey are 
invaluable for helping a scared Scout get up a 10-
foot climb tl1at you simply floated over. 

14. Underground, your responsibilities 
increase greatly. Now you are responsible for tl1e 
safe passage of a group of people in an 
environment that is totally foreign to tl1em. Know 
your way through tl1e cave. The people behind 

National Speleological Society: Organizational Problems- II 
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National Speleological Society 
Suggestions for Leaders of Novice Trips 2 

you have confidence in you and expect you to be 
able to handle any situation. 

15. As you move through the cave, stress the 
importance of looking out for the person behind 
you. It is easy to get in a hurry and leave half the 
group behind when someone slows down or has a 
problem. Looking behind keeps the group 
together. 

16. It is perfectly all right to explore sections 
of a cave with which you are not totally familiar, 
but be sure that you can get back to a recognizable 
area in a hurry should something happen. Survey 
flagging tape (the editor has used retlecting tape 
such as sold for bicycles, with the backing not 
removed and cut to form small arrows. These are . 
picked up readily by your lights) works well for 
back route finding. Use it generously and pick it 
all up on the way out. 

17. Distribute the other cavers throughout the 
group. Tills will allow them to be able to help 
less capable members through difficult areas, and 
it will also keep the group together. Splitting up 
of a group should be done only if there are enough 
experienced cavers to keep a couple with each 
split. 

18. Know how many people are in the group 
and keep track of that number. Some may want to 
go side-passage exploring and forget to tell 
anyone. It is better to discover that someone is 
missing while you are still in the vicinity of their 
disappearance. Usually .they are only a few feet 

• out of sight or ear shot, but a more serious 
in~ent will occur if they are left behind. 

;;;{ l9. Safety in the cave should be of prime 
;l.mportance. Be extremely careful of what you do 

and what you allow your group of fellow cavers to 
do. You may be perfectly within your capabilities 
to traverse a narrow, muddy ledge over a 30-foot 
deep canyon but if there is a safer alternative for 
the others, have them use it. Weigh the 
consequences before engaging in high-risk 
behavior. Springing a "hodag surprise" may 
being a laugh but if it causes someone to be hurt 
because they jumped suddenly and twisted an 
ankle, the fun will be instantly ruined for 
everyone. 

(This is taken from a good article by Tray 
Murphy in the RA.SS Register put out by the 
Richmond Area Speleological Society.) 

POET'S CORNER -----

IN PRAISE OF CARBIDE 

My carbide light, I love it so, 
It makes me want to shout, 

But when I need the thing the most 
Is when it must go out. 

It flickers when the wind is strong, 
And will not burn at all 

When I am climbing up a rope 
Beneath a waterfall. 

And all my caving buddies 
Are electric types, you see; 

So while they're climbing in the light, 
In darkness I must be. 

~--· 

There are two things about my light 
That make my buddies frown: 

It has no light bulb to burn out, 
No battery to run down. 

If they forget spare light bulbs 
Or their batteries get low, 

Then they are plunged in darkness 
While I am all aglow. 

And so I love my carbide light, 
And I will sing its praises, 

And tell those smart electric guys 
That they should go to blazes. 
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1996 NSS CONVENTION 
SALIDA, COLO_RADO 
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CITY STATE ZIP HPHONE WPHONE 
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·-- .. .. 

4 FOOTED PETS (6.25 PER FOOT) 25.00 
.. 

ADDITIONAL GUIDE BOOK 15.00 

T-SHIRTS SHORT/LONG SLEEVE 10.00/1200 
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REGISTRANTS, TAKE THESE DISCOUNTS IF YOUR REGISTRATION IS 
POSTMARKED BEFORE: 

JULY 21ST 1995 $15.00 
DEC 31ST, 1995 $10.00 

NSS# 

NSS# 

NSS# 

NSS# 

EMERGENCY OR UNFORTUNATE 
CIRCUMSTANCE CONTACT: 
NAME: 
PHONE# 

T -SHIRT SIZE (PLEASE INDICATE QUANITY 

FOR EACH SIZE): SHORT SLEEVE/LONG SLEEVE 

.. s M __ L . XL ··xxL 

s M __ L XL XXL 

WOULD YOU HELP, ARE YOU: 

0 PARAMEDIC/EMT 0 PLUMBER 
0 NURSE 0 BUS DRIVER 
0 ELECTRICIAN 0 HAM OPERATOR 
0 PHYSICIAN OOTHER 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

1996 NSS CONVENTION 
MAIL TO: --· 

1996 NSS CONVENTION C/0 MIKE GRAZI 
P.O. BOX 3683 
ENGLEWOOD CO 80112 
NSS E-MAIL ADDRESS-NSS96@CAVES.ORG 

VISA_ MC_ EXP DATE I 

CARD# 

SIGNATURE 

I 

APRIL 30TH 1996, $5.00. 
D:IFORMS\NSS1996.FRP REV 2 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

• EARLY REGISTRATION FEES ARE FULLY REFUNDABLE 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
February 6, 1996 

The regular meeting of Cui lman Grotto of National 
Speleological Society was cal led to order on Tuesday, 
February 6, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. at Shoney's Restaurant by David 
Drake, Chairman. Eleven members were in attendance. 

David announced that The Flowstone was not available at the 
time of the meeting and that they would be mailed to each 
member. 

David reminded everyone that grotto dues were due in January 
and need to be paid up. 

There are sti I I plenty ofT-shirts available for purchase. 

The announcement was made that Neversink is now open. 

The February grotto trip was planned for Neversink. It was 
noted that there is a six vehicle. twelve person limit per 
trip to Neversink. 

Thera was discussion of the March grotto trip as possibly 
being to the Ledbetter Saltpeter Cave. 

Jeff Lynn reported a trip to Log Cave, which was very wet. 

Robert Bumpus reported on a trip to Corn Caves In Corn, 
Oklahoma. There are approximately 8 miles of gypsum tubes in 
corn caves. 

Thera baing no further business to come before the meeting, 
the Chairman declared it adjourned. 

After Intermission, a slide show preview of the NSS 
Convention in Salida, Colorado was presented by David Drake. 

APPROVED 
Chairman 

APPROVED --------------------------
Secretary 
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The FLOWSTONE is published monthly by the Cullman Grotto of the 
National Speleological Society. Items submitted for publication 
must be recieved by the 20th of each month to be included in the 
following month's issue. Send to: D.Drake, 110 County Road 1386, 
Falkville AL 35622. 

The Cullman Grotto will exchange by request with any publishing 
grotto. 

Republication of articles or items contained within the FLOWSTONE 
welcome providing credit is given to source. 

~~· 

Annual dues for the Cullman Grotto are eight dollars ($8) for 
individual membership or ten dollars ($10) per family. Dues are 
payable at the first grotto meeting of each year and include 
subscription to The FLOWSTONE. Subscription rate for non-members 
is eight dollars ($8) per year. 

The Cullman Grotto meets the first Tuesday of every month at 
7:30pm in the Cullman County Public Library conference·room, 200 
Clark St NE, Cullman AL. Visitors and prospective members are 
welcome. 
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C A L E N D E R 

April 6-Grotto vertical trip to Stephens Gap (tentative). Great cave for cavers of any experience level. 

April 13-SERA Winter Business Meeting, Marion, N.C. Hosted by Flittermouse Grotto. 

April 21- Alabama Cave Survey meeting. Quincy's Family Steakhouse, Hwy 72 E, Huntsville. Meeting begins at lOam. 

April 30-Last day to join NSS at old rates! 

"ay 7-Monthly grotto meeting. Program will feature a slide series by JV VanSwearingen of the Huntsville Grotto. 

"ay 18-SCC (Southeastern Cave Conservancy) meeting in Chattanooga. Meeting begins at 1Dam in Tennessee Aquarium 
auditorium. Contact Buddy Lane (423)867-2846. ~ 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham. Grotto. Pre-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-NSS Convention, Salida, CO. Contact 1996 Convention Committee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 South Walden St., 
Aurora, CO 80015, (303)693-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
=============================================================================================================== 

HOMECOMING 
Long distance grotto member Patrick O'Diam 

returns home May 18 at 10:00am. He will fly into 
Huntsville International Airport aboard Delta flight 
728. 

For those of you who don't know Pat, he was 
instrumental in helping found the Cullman Grotto. He 
was only able to attend the first t~ree or four 
meetings, however, before leaving to serve a two year 
mission in Argentina. I'm sure he would like to see 
some of us at the airport. 

SCC UPD.ATE 
The Southeastern Cave Conservancy is in the 

process of trying to buy Anderson Cave near B'ham. 
The sec still needs $8000 to pay off the Neversink 
note. You can still 'Buy a Piece of the Pit'. $40 
will still get you a deed to a 40'X 40'plot and a 
nice t-shirt. See David or Victor for info. 

NEW TU"BLING ROCK HOURS 
The following information was posted on TagNet. 
Tumbling Rock landowner Billy Precise has announced 
new hours for caving on his property. Cavers are 
asked not to enter the cave on Sundays between the 
hours of 12noon and 4pm while their church is being 
built. This does still allow groups who are in the 
cave before noon to finish their trip and for others 
who must cave during these hours to sign out upon 
leaving the cave. It is anticipated that the church 
will be completed in July and another posting will. 
come at that time. Let's honor his request. We don't 
need to lose this one! 

BAT FAX 
Frog-eating bats identify edible from poisonous frogs 
by listening to the mating calls of male frogs. Frogs 
counter by hiding and using short, difficult-to
locate calls. 

COVER PHOTO 
1996 soft lead sketch by Patrick O'Diam. 
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SOUTH PITTSBURG PIT 
Sunday March 3, 1996 

Louis Adams NSS 31584 
Victor Bradford NSS 15247 

Louis wanted to go caving and 
he wanted to do something he had 
never done before. I suggested South 
Pittsburg Pit, a pit 1n South 
Pittsburg, Tennessee that had 
recently opened after being closed 
for several years, and one I had done 
not long ago. I have caved with Louis 
long enough to know what he likes and 
what he doesn't like, and knew this 
160' drop would be right down his 
alley. Since the pit is in Tennessee 
and there was only the two of us, I 
knew we could go and get back in a 
reasonable time. 

The first thing we did in South 
Pittsburg was to go by and see Mrs. 
Brown, the owner of the pit, whom I 
had called the night before. After a 
delightful conversation we headed to 
the parking area that she had 
designated for us on a previous trip. 
We were greeted by two Springer 
spaniels, a male and a female, as we 
headed up the mountain. The male soon 
disappeared but the female kept us 
company all the way to the pit. 

We rigged the rope over a 
fallen tree at the edge of the pit, 
which made it easy to get on and off 
rope. Louis went down first and I 
followed. I found him at the far end 
of the pit admiring a large flowstone 
formation. He mumbled something about 
it being his kind of pit (what did I 
tell you?). We walked back to the 
rope where Louis rigged in and 
started up. When I heard his "off 
rope" signal I began to climb. 

While we were sitting at the 
top of the pit, two boys came by on 
a four wheeler with their dogs 
tagging along behind. After inquiring 
about the depth of the pit they left. 
Louis did the pit twice more before 
we derigged. From the top we had a 
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clear view of the city of South 
Pittsburg, the Tennessee river and 
the odd shaped bridge I've always 
admired that spans the river. At the 
end of a good day of caving we packed 
up our gear and headed home. 

CAVE CLOSING 

The following is the text of a letter received from Jerry 
Kallenbach in Hollytree, AL: 

Jan.23, 1996 
To all Spelunkers, 

We are writing to notify all spelunkers that our 
property is totally off limits now. Our property (20 acres) 
starts at the end of Jackson County Rd 12 ... in Williams 
cove, & our cabin sits right in front of "Little Sink Cave." 
Lattitude [sic) 34deg. 48min 06sec. 
Longitude 86deg. 13min 27sec. 
We have had a lot of spelunkers traveling through our 
posted property to get to a larger cave up the mountain 
that people here call "Salt Pete,:" cave. 99% of these 
cavers ignore our "No Trespassing" signs & travel 
along our private drive right past our cabin not even 
stopping to ask permission first. This is very upsetting 
to my wife as she is alone quite often & naturally the 
concern of strangers in our yard is understandable, I'm 
sure you can agree. 

We also have two large dogs (quite unfriendly) that 
have full reign of our cove ••• and we can not and will not 
be responsible for anything that happens to trespassers. 
If this continues, we will prosecute all trespassers who 
survive our dogs and my shotgun. 
Thru your newsletters and meetings please explain that 
this property is now off limits. We just newly purchased -
this land because it was very private and at a dea~ end 
road, so for that reason we thought it would not be well 
traveled. 

If there are any questions we can be reached at: 
205-776-3410 

Thank you, 
Jerry Kallenbach IJil 

Everyone has been fairly warned and all access to 
this cave should be stopped. Along those same lines, 
a caver writes to the TagNet e-mail service: 
'concerning Balcony Sinks, the last time we went, 
there was a new 'No Trespassing' sign up that 
specifically states 'No Caving.' We left. 
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:_~itjured cayer rescu~d 
:ifter. eight;-hour ordeal 

p.~. Sunday. Using a 150-foot
long rope, with knots tied every 
three to four feet, Taylor lowered 
himself into the cave's Newsome 

By CHRISTOPHER BELL 
'juMs Staff Writer 
.-.: 

Sinks area. UNION HILL - After falling 
35 feet in a northeast Morgan While climbing back up, he 
County cave and waiting almost slipped when he lost his grip. His 
eight hours to be rescued, 22-year- fall was cushioned by a muddy 
,9ld. Eddie.· J:aylor .. welcomed the cave floor. 
sight of stars. · ·~:·.;.;•;/ ., · ::},Taylor;a bachelor ~ho lives with 

"We're on the outside," Taylor his parents, James and Shirley 
said about 3:15 a.m. today. "I see Taylor of 262 Darden Drive, 
.~me stars." Union Hill, said he was resting on 
.· Taylor, a. construction worker, ~ ledge. when the rock he was hoid
'Was treated at Huntsville Hospital mg onto came loose. 
and released. But he said he is to · ' - Two companions alerted author
see a fami!y doctor today for treat- ities shortly before 7:30 p.m., and 
ment of htp bruises and a possible it took the cave rescue unit from 
fractured pelvis. the Brindlee Mountain Volunteer. 

Taylor and three· companions Fire Department five hours to lift' 
entered Sycamore Cave about 3 Taylor to the top. 

POET'S CORNER. 
Little Coon Sally Rearranges 
Bell Spring Cave 

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter 
September 1978 

With God's watery hands 
A masterpiece was carved 

Under a mountain in Little Coon Valley. 
But His work of art 
was improved by the lark 

Of a girl I'll cahl Little Coon Sally. 

Come see the redone waterfall room 
Broken stalagmites on the floor 
All neat in a row 
As seen by the glow 

Of the candles left there for decor. 

Now I really don't know 
If a he or a she 

Broke the formations and left the candles. 
But in the egalatarian way 
That is popular today 

~.[omen deserve equal time as vandals. 

-Milo Washington 

.................... f:IPR.I.b 1996 .PG ... 4 

Rescued 

Rescuers carry 22-year-ol~ Ed Taylor out of Sycamore Cave in Morgan County early t~ 
mommg. Taylor, a Umon Hill resident, was attempting to climb out of a pit and fell appro• 
mately 35 feet, rescuers said. A group of 38 volunteers from the Morgan County RescL 
Squad and the Huntsville Cave Rescue Unit helped in the effort. Please _see story on Page A 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

\ 

TAG CAVE STORE. 
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1998 NSS CONVENTION 
Theme, T -shirt & Logo Solicitation Guidelines 

All submissions will be matched (theme to artwork, etc ... ) as best as possible. If the seledect ~'Ff'" 
theme does not have any submitted artwork that matches, artwork will be requested from the 
artist(s) whose work closest matches the theme. , ··, ~·.; . 

1) Theme submissions should be appropriate for caving in TAG, the south, or the history 
of caving. Bear in mind the theme slogan will be put on T-shirts, patches, pins and other 
convention items. In short, keep it short. 

2) Designs should be appropriate to a theme for the Convention. 

3) All drawings forT-shirts should not be larger than 8x8 inches: Drawil)gS for the patch 
and/or logo should not be larger than 4 inches in diameter. 

4) All drawings must be on a white background. 

5) The maximum number of colors used should be 3. 

6) All drawings submitted must be the final design. 

7) Designs should be easily recognized from a distance of several feet. 

8) Designs should not include material considered offensive to members of the general 
public. 

9) All artwork will eventually be digitized for use on a PC platform. 

1 0} Themes may be submitted via e-mail. Artwork can be submitted electronically if 
you have the capability. Use any of the providers listed at the bottom, or mail a PC 
compatible disk (3 1/2j to me. 

The 1998 NSS Convention staff reserves the right to make necessary alterations in the design 
for production purposes. 

Depending on submissions, a design may be chosen independently for the patch and pin, while 
another may be chosen for the T-shirt. 

All designs selected for use by the 1998 NSS Convention will become the property of the 1998 
Convention and will be copyrighted. 

All theme/drawings submissions must be postmarked by May 31, 1996. I may be contacted for 
further information if needed. Please send all submissions to: 

Wm Shrewsbury 
Chairman, 1998 NSS Convention 

PO Box 4444, Chattanooga, TN 37 405 
(423} 886-3296 

e-mail: nss98@caves.org, hardcore@utc.campus.mci.net, or 75254,1025 (CompuServe) 



2/12196 

The time ishere:to start work on the best NSS Convention that anyone has ever hOstect~ 
· · · -~-':.t'1l t>trtt::~:". ,. : ;'i../1: . <·· · -:· :~ · 

Please include the enclosed solicitation guidelines in your'next grotto newsletter. Copies'inay be 
freely made to hand out at the meeting. Also, please make a reference to this request for 
theme/artwork in your future newsletters until May 31, 1996. 

cave Softly and Cany a Long Rope, 

Wm Shrewsbury 
Chainnan, 1998 NSS Convention 
PO Box 4444, Chattanooga, TN 37405 
(423) 888-3296 

'.:·~· 

e-mail: nss98@caves.org, hardcore@utc.campus.md.net, or 75254,1025 (CompuServe) 

. . 
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HOLY MOSES! 
March 2, 1996 

By D.Drake NSS 15430 

A.Baker 
D.Drake 
B.Powell 

V.Bradford 
S.Drake 

THE PLAN 
It was the last week of 

February and lo and behold it looked 
like I would be free the first 
Saturday in March, so I went to Shane 
to see if he wanted to get up an 
impromtu grotto trip to Moses' Tomb, 
a pit neither he or I had done. He 
was all for it. I broke out the 
members list and started calling 
everyone who was vertically 
proficient to see if they would like 
to accompany us. Of those I was able 
to make contact with, only three said 
they were in. With Shane and I that 
made a group of five. Plans were made 
to leave at 6:00am Saturday. Friday 
night I called Victor. 

THE CONVERSATION 
"You take something Springs 

exit", Vic responded when asked where 
to get off of I-59. 

"The guidebook says take the 
Ider/Sulpher Springs exit", I said 
reading the the 1989 SERA guidebook 
directions to Moses' Tomb. 

"Yeah, that sounds like it", 
Vic replied. "Now when you get off 
you take a left and go back over the 
interstate til you come to a Y in the 
road, then you want to bear right", 
he continued. 

"Yep, that's what it says here, 
it says go 3/4 of a mile on AL 117 
bearing right at the Y-intersection", 
I reported. 

"Well I don't remember what the 
road number is, but you'll just go a 
little piece til you come to the 
fork, then you want to stay right", 
Vic reiterated. "Now when you take 
that right it won't be far at all til 
you'll come to a dirt road on the 
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right. Now as best as I remember 
there's a, oh I don't know, a sorta 
brown, a light colored brown house 
that sits just a little off the road 
right there where you turn right on 
the dirt road", he said. 

"The book says you turn right 
at a blue and white trailer onto the 
first gravel road on the right." 

"Now I don't know nuthin about 
a blue and white trailer", said Vic, 
"as I recall it's kind of a brownish 
colored house, seems like it's a 
light brown color'·;,.with dark brown 
shutters, but I don't remember there 
ever being a blue and white trailer. 
Now I may be wrong. Sometimes those 
things will just be there a short 
time and maybe it was there when they 
wrote the guidebook", Vic insisted. 

"Well, I' 11 look for a light 
brown house then", I said. "About how 
far past the Y is the dirt road?" 

"Oh, it's not far at all." 
"A mile?" 
"No, it's just a little piece, 

probably 1/4 mile or less, not more 
than a 1/2 mile", he stated. 

"Then it says you go 0 . 6 mi 1 e 
and turn left into the driveway of 
R.White, R.White is on the mailbox 
according to what it says here", I 
relayed. 

"Yeah, you can't miss it", Vic 
agreed, "then you'll come to a metal 
farm gate, now sometimes the gate'll 
be locked, but most of the time it's 
open but either way you need to go to 
the house and let his son know you're 
going to the cave." 

"The son expects the same 
gratuity that Russell did doesn't 
he?", I asked. 

"Yeah, it would probably be 
best", Victor said. 

THE STING 
It was 8:OOam as we entered 

DeKalb county heading north on I-59. 
We were making good time having left 
Vinemont at 6:30 with a fifteen 
minute headstart on Victor and Arlon 



CULLMAN GROTTO FLOWSTONE 

who were leaving Phelan at the same 
time we left Vinemont. As we passed 
a sign that said 
Hammondville/Wilson/Hwy 117 exit 1/2 
mile, Bernard asked, "Are you getting 
off here?" 

"No I'm getting off at the 
Ider /Sulpher Springs exit", was my 
reply. 

"Well, the guidebook says to 
get off on Hwy 117", Bern retorted. 

"Crap, well Vic distinctly said 
get off at the something Springs exit 
and the book says Ider/Sulpher 
Springs so that's what I'm gonna 
take", I said. 
After another five or ten miles we 
came to the Sulpher Springs Road 
exit. 

"Uh, Mr. Drake , you just passed 
the exit", Bern affirmed as we drove 
by. 

"I'm going to take the 
Ider/Sulpher Springs exit, just like 
it says in the book. If it's not the 
next exit then we '11 know Sulpher 
Springs Road is the one we need to 
take", I said, thinking the next exit 
would be just a mile or two further. 
Fifteen or twenty miles and one time 
zone later, (there was nowhere to cut 
through the median), we came to the 
next exit, Rising Fawn, GA. 

"Well, obviously there l.S no 
Ider/Sulpher Springs exit", I said 
disgustedly, to put it mildly. "And 
obviously the directions in the 
guidebook were written during the 
Howdy Party", I continued. "I suggest 
we toss the book l.n the nearest 
dumpster." 

We began the long trek back to 
the Sulpher Springs Road exit. It was 
approaching 10: OOam. Fortunatly in 
another mile or two it would be 9:00 
again as we would pass back into the 
Central Time Zone, however we knew 
our fifteen minute headstart had long 
since evaporated. By now we knew that 
the guidebook was a joke, so we found 
entertainment by seeing just how 
wrong the book was. We already knew 

APRIL 1996 Pg 7 

that Hwy 117 was not the road to 
take, we knew that there was no 
Ider/Sulpher Springs exit and the 
next farce was about to be made 
manifest. Exiting at Sulpher Springs 
road we found that the Y that was 
allegedly 3/4 of a mile from the exit 
was in fact just across the bridge, 
maybe a hundred or two hundred yards. 
I had already figured out from 
talking to Vic that there would be no 
blue and white trailer, there was a 
brown trailer though, at the first 
gravel road on right. This road led 
us to a pasture and the home of some 
real nice fellows who had never heard 
of Russell White or a cave. 

"This ain't the right road", 
Sherlock Powell deduced, "I remember 
the road to Mr. Russell White's house 
goes by a really nice pasture, now 
this is a mighty fine pasture here, 
but I don't think it qu~lifies as a 
REALLY nice pasture", he quipped. 

So now we also knew that it 
wasn't the first gravel road on 
right. Turns out it was the second or 
third. We knew the right road when we 

'f\ I 

spotted Arlon s truck. We also knew 
that the guidebook had indeed been 
written during the Howdy Party at the 
1989 SERA Convention ... after about 
the third keg. 

THE TRIP 
By S.Drake 

"Dadgummi t , this idn' t it 
either", responded David as we were 
once again turned away from another 
false lead. We all took turns kicking 
ourselves for once again being 
beguiled by SERA guidebook 
directions. Somebody suggested that 
we might be better off trying to find 
Cemetary Pit since so far not only 
has the exit been wrong, but also the 
road numbers. 

In the interest of time, David, 
Bernard and I had gone ahead of Vic 
and Arlon, but after this wild goose 
chase we had consumed any headstart 
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we had and then some. Finally we did 
what we should have done in the first 
place, that is go back to old 
reliable Vic's directions. Shortly 
thereafter the landscape began to fit 
his description. As we turned down 
the road Vic had described as the one 
leading to the pit, we met Ar lon' s 
bumper sticker encrusted caving 
truck. I wished we had had a better 
excuse for being late but we didn't. 
The remaining stretch of road was 
covered quickly to the R.White manor. 
However, the eccentric recluse no 
longer resides there, which was 
fortunate for us given all we had to 
offer was Vic's milk. Ordinarily 
permission must be obtained to enter 
the gate to the pasture, but now the 
gate is open giving access to the 
road which leads to the trail to the 
pit. Our vehicles reached the base of 
the mountain and could go no further 
so we parked them there and proceeded 
on foot. A ricketty barbed-wire fence 
posed the first major obstacle and 
probably the most difficult to 
negotiate. Though the fence would 
have done little to confine cattle, 
it did a pretty good job of 
conta~n~ng cavers, putting rips in 
just about everyone's caving apparel. 
Vic reconoitered the path to the pit 
with little trouble. The climb to the 
pit was a short but steep one. Once 
at the mouth of the pit, it was 
decided that it would be best to only 
put three down on the bottom at a 
time. After some deliberation, we 
concluded that the first three down 
would be Vic, Arlon and Bernard ( all 
had done the pit previously) . Our 
plan was that after all three were on 
bottom we would send one out then 
another would descend. Vic, Arlon and 
Bernard each rappelled to the bottom 
and Arlon was the first to ascend. 
David who was peering into the pit 
started laughing as Arlon neared the 
top. He called me over to show me why 
he was so amused. Arlon' s back-up 
light which was tethered to his 
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harness, was swinging wildly 
belowmaking his ascent look like 
Midnight Madness at Jim Skinner Ford. 
Once Arlon was out and his back-up 
light was turned off, I rigged for 
descent. 

The entrance was somewhat tight 
but not inordinately difficult to 
enter. Arion warned me about a 
secondary ledge which was behind me 
as I rappelled. It was a good thing 
as it most likely would have 
delivered a pretty good shot to my 
head. After passing·under the ledge, 
I immediatley became aware of the 
formations which surrounded me· on 
every side. The pit was intensely 
decorated from top to bottom and I 
spent some time observing the 
draperies and stalagtites. All too 
soon I was at the bottom of the pit. 
Having derigged, Vic directed my 
attention to a pa~r of enormous 
salamanders that had colonized the 
bottom of the pit. He also mentioned 
a yellow and green bullfrog who had 
escaped from view. By this time 
Bernard was making his way up the 
rope. Once Bernard had exited the 
pit, David descended. During this 
time I continued exploring the bottom 
of the pit. David eagerly took part 
in the exploration once he reached 
bottom. The floor was littered with 
all kinds of debris, including part 
of an old blacksmith's bellows. We 
formulated that this was employed in. 
the manufacture of moonshine and 
could have been deposited there 
during a run-in with some revenuers. 
Vic had cooled off considerably and 
volunteered to be the next to leave 
the pit. While he ascended, David and 
I continued our exploration til Vic 
was off rope. I rigged in, a process 
greatly expedited by the Croll and 
Jammer which were part of the 
ascending system I had borrowed from 
my brother Kuenn. This was a definate 
advantage over the Gibb's ascenders 
which my system utilized. The Petzl 
system tracked amazingly well and I 



was climbin;; :l.in1r,•;t. ~;U~ai.ght off the 
floor. The t,Jr·mnt j c)!!'''· '"f're even more 
spectacuLa:.' ·.n: Uv~ lv::ty out and I 
adm.i red t tkm i:> ,;] ! :nb>.d. Before 
long I bn•l·.•o ,,:1t. ,)E •.1te tlarkness and 
squeezed 1ldc·: .. t ';r·'J'q::;h !.ilr:: upen.ing and 
into the '.>l!t! l ~·::;br:. I dc•tacbed myself 
fron1 thl~ :·(;r.Jrl :t·: Dnv.!d could ascend. 
We ·,voul..:\ \\:,·. ·· l i. L .... J '·: ;:1:lv~ bounced 
the p.i 1 ag:.1: :·1. 

brought: .1L·: . · 

wildgoor;P 

' i r:H:' :-,~~;trictions 

~n~ ~Eocementioned 

: .. : •"o··ni:·.•d it, so we 
descen >. · ~~~ ·c~ ~he beckoning 
call .J f .. : · - ' ' . · !'l ' '· · ·· 

BAT OF THE MONTH 
Reprinted from dn ~l~ 3~~mi~ghs: Gr0t~o Newsletter 

by John Marshall 

Silver-haired bat, Lasionycteris noctivagcms. 

LASIONYCTERIS NOCTIVAGANS: 
Silver-haired bat 
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Distribution: This is primarily a nor
thern species, and its distribution in 
Alabama is not precisely known. Barbour 
and Davis {1969) show this species• range 
as extreme eastern Alabama from Tennessee 
south to the east-central part of the 
state. Hall and Kelson{l959) show L. 
noctiviqans as occurring through most of 
the state except the extreme southern 
part. Howell {1921) gives a record from 
Autaugaville. The silver-haired bat 
probably occurs thfough most of the 
state, though ·more "'abundant in the north
ern part. 

Habitat: L. noctivigans rarely enters 
caves, and generally roosts in more ex
posed areas. They use woodpecker holes, 
garages, and rock crevices for day roosts 
{Barbour and Davis 1969). These bats are 
typically found in fore$ted areas near 
pond and streams. They prefer to forage 
over water {Barbour and Davis 1969). 

This is a solitary species which 
usually hibernates singly. They general
ly hibernate in rock crevices, buildings, 
and protected tree crevices {Barbour and 
Davis 1969). · 

. . . . ; : . :: .... : :: ..... ·. . . . 
. . 

. . . 

. . 
. . . 
.. ·. 

Description: Forearm 37-44rnm; wingspread, 
270-310mm. The fur is usually dark brown 
or black with silver tips. The dorsal 
surface of the interfemoral membrane is 

. . . 
.· .... 
:-::-::··.· 

ll •. 

'ightly furred and the ears are short, 
~~ded, and naked. (Barbour and Davis 

1969). 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
March 5, 1996 

P.2 

The regular meeting of Cullman Grotto of National Speleological 
Society was called to order on Tuesday, March 5 1 1996 at 7:30p.m. 
in the Conference Room of the Cullman County Public Library by 
David Drake, Chairman. Twenty-two members and guests were in 
attendance. 

There are still some unpaid dues to be resolved. 

T-shirts are still available for purchase. 

Neversink is now open. The NSS does not own the rights to the 
road. Please park in parking area when going to Neversink . 

. 
The Cullman Grotto has made a $25 donation toward the gating of 
Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave, but we still have not received a key. 

Bill Cuddington reported that Mystery Falls has been contaminated 
with diesel fuel. 

Bill Cuddington also announced that there may possibly be a Team 
Relay Contest at the Colorado Convention. 

There is still no information for the Extreme Games as of yet. 

A report was made of a trip to Moses Tomb. It seemed there were 
some who were having trouble locating the cave. 

There being no further business to come before the meetingr the· 
Chairman declared it adjourned. 

After intermission, a video of Huatla Cave in Mexico was presented 
by David Drake. 

APPROVED 
Chairman 

APPROVED 
Secretary 
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C A L E N D E R 

Hay 11-Grotto vertical trip to Stephen's Gap. Meet at library at Bam. 

Hay 18-Patrick O'Diam arrives home from Argentina, 10:00am, ~untsville International Airport, Delta 728. 

Hay 18-SCC (Southeastern Cave Conservancy) meeting in Chattanooga. Meeting begins at lOam in Tennessee Aquarium 
auditorium. Contact Buddy Lane (423)867-2846. 

Jun 4-Monthly grotto meeting. 

Jun 8-Grotto horizontal trip TBA. 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham Grotto. Pre-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-NSS Convention, Salida, CO. Contact 1996 Convention Committee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 South Walden St., 
Aurora, CO 800!5, (303)693-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
=============================================================================================================== 

A NEW LOOK 
Next month's FLOWSTONE should be sporting a new look. 
I will be upgrading computers and retiring my 
dinosaur 8088 (yes they still exist) and my 'state
of-the-art' 186 equivalent. With the expected May 
upgrade comes a plethora of new fonts and graphic 
options. Hopefully the change will be for the better. 
I think it will. Ed. 

FORT BLUFF FALL 
The Morsan Co. Sheriff's Dept. investigated a fall at 
Fort Bluff, Horgan Co, AL, Saturday, Hay 4. The 
accident occured at approxi111ately 7:30 p.m. at the 
popular Florette landmark. Sources say the victim, 
a 29 year old Vinemont man whose last name is 
Chaffin, was apparently trying to jump from one point 
to another when he fell. The victim was carried out 
on foot by Horganco. rescue workers then airlifted 
to Huntsville Hospital in critical condition. 

COYER PHOTO 
Louis Adams completes his one hundred and somethinth 
trip out of Neversink while David Drake begins his 
first. 

1996 Annual Meeting to be 
held in Chattanooga 

by Mark N. Wolinsky 

All SCC members and guests are welcome to attend the 5th 
Annual Member's Meeting to be held in the auditorium at the 
Tennessee Aquarium in Chattanooga (Tennessee) on Saturday, 
May 18, 1996, starting at 10:00 a.m. Catch the latest news and 
share your ideas with the Board. 

The Annual Meeting is the time to learn about all of the 
SCC's activities over the last year and plans for the year to come. 
After the Business meeting there will be a program for mem
bers and guests. 

theA'quanum is located itl downtow~ Chattanooga on Broad 
Street From US 27 exit on 4th street, then turn left on Broad. 
The aquarium is straight ahead. Look for the many signs point
ing the way. Pay parking is available close to the aquarium or 
you may use the metered spaces slong Broad and Market Streets. 
The meters are not checked on weekends .. Several restaurants 
are nearby. 

SCC wishes to recognize Buddy Lane who has has gener
' ously sponsored the meeting room. 

This notice is the offical announcement for the meeting as 
: required by SCC Bylaws. / 

,/ 
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INDIAN ROCI< 
CAVE 

April 6, 1996 
Trip Report 

By Jeff Lynn NSS 38192 

V.Bradford B.Powell S.Arrington 
G.Moon J.Cammon A.Baker K.Baker 
R.Bumpus and Family 

Well, our day started at the 
Cullman Library at 7:30a.m. Saturday 
morning. It was ali ttle cool, but 
there was no rain in sight. We left 
the library about 8:15 and headed for 
the famous Texaco station in 
Guntersville. From there we headed 
for Jackson County, (Caver's 
Heaven!), and Indian Rock Cave. 

When we reached the parking 
area, a small driveway, we found two 
tee pee shaped houses. They were very 
strange looking. We checked to see if 
anyone was home, however, there was 
no answer so we decided to leave a 
note and head for the cave. We 
adorned all of our gear and walked 
down hill, that's right down hill, to 
the cave entrance. 

We followed an old logging road 
to a dry creek bed. The cave entrance 
was at the bottom of a big bluff line 
along the creek bed. There are 
several holes in the bluff, but only 
one is the entrance to the cave. Vic 
told us that there used to be a big 
Indian settlement down in the valley 
below us and that the Indians made 
the other holes. 

The cave starts as a short 
crawl and then drops down 8 and 10 
feet respectively before reaching the 
65-ft pit. There's not alot or--room 
around the top of the pit and it is 
pretty slick too, so we rigged a 
handline to be safe. The pit has an 
easy lip and is prtty much all free. 
There is some water going into the 
pit but you don' t get wet. At the 
bottom of the pit there is a winding 
passage that goes for a few hundred 
feet before it forks. If you go to 
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the right it leads back t~o some n1ce 
formations. 

There were alot of bats in this 
cave, almost everywhere you looked 
there was a bat. After looking around 
for awhile, we all headed back and 
climbed out without incident. 

Overall it was a pretty good 
trip. Oh yea, Vic showed us another 
pit just down the road called Diggins 
Pit. I think he said it was 145 feet 
deep. Have to do it another time. See 
ya next tr:ip. 

NCRC LEVEL 1 
MODULAR COURSE 

If there is enough interest, some of 
the HCRU leaders have agreed to put 
together another NCRC level 1 modu
lar course here in Huntsville. Many of us 
can't afford the week it would take to go 
off and do the whole thing at once, so 
here's your chance to really get •certi
fied". Tentatively It would be something 
like a four hour class per month, plus 
some field work (on a different day) for a 
total of about 8 months. You will have to 
demonstrate competence in the skills 
that are taught (change overs, patient 
packaging, rigging, etc.). You would end 
up with the same certification as if you 
completed the Intensive, week-long 
NCRC Level 1 session. 

If you're interested, please contact 
me, Marc Salverson at: 830-0248 or 
<marc@ ro.com>. 

DIGGING A 
DEEPER HOLE 

May 4, 1996 
By D.Drake 

B.Powell D.Drake 

Late Saturday afternoon Bern 
and I headed to Blount Springs to do 
a 1i ttle digging ~n a small sink 
about 20 feet above the entrance to 
McClung's Hole. Our original 
intention was to finish installing a 
permanent rope pad on the ledge 
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inside the pit, however, the 
inability to come up with a cordless 
drill on this day, shifted our plan 
to B. 

We arrived at the pit at 4:30. 
Armed with a matock, a hatchet and a 
heavy duty pry bar we stepped down 
into the small sink to begin our 
quest for an upper entrance and, 
hopefully, a free drop to the bottom 
of McClung's. It wasn't long though, 
before we found out that we were in 
need of a necessary implement. 

"I wish we had gone back and 
got the shovel when you mentioned 
it", I said, "heck we were just right 
there." 

"Yea, but too much livin' when 
we were you. ger has affected our 
minds", Bern replied. "Let's do the 
pit." 
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BAT Q...E: THE MONTH 

By John Marshall 

Lasiurus borealis: Red Bat 

Description: Forearm 35-45 mm: wing
spread 290-332 mm. The interfemoral 
membrane ~.s heavily furred, with a 
long tail that extends straight out 
behind in flight. The color is 
yellowish-brown to orange (Barbour & 
Davis, 1969). 

Distribution: Hall & Kelson (1959) 
and Barbour & Davis (1969) show the 
red bat as a year round resident 
found state wide. 

"Alright, let me just try one Habitat: Red bats roost in trees 
more time to get some leverage under both summer and winter. Family 
this rock with the matock." clusters prefer dense foliage in 

n SNAP ! ... , went the matock trees 10 to 20 feet high. J:ndi-
handle. vidual roosts are usually about 4 

"Now I'm ready." to 10 feet high. They prefer the 
We bounced the pit a couple of south or south-western sides of 

times· each then left, only to return trees, where they often hang by 
another .day with a shovel. one leg, resembling a dead leaf 

==~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Barbour & Davis, 1969). 
Latest SCC Raffle: 

"All the Caving Gear You Need." 
by Bill Putnam 

The fourth sec sec fund-raising raffle featrues something new. The first 
:uee raffles offered PMI caving rope as prizes, and were very successful. But 
vhat about the cavers who don't do pits? What about the cavers who already 
.ave enough rope? What about those among _us who desperately need a new 
.elmet, a new cave-worthy lighting system, or that new Frog climbing system? ' ··. 

If you're one of those cavers, well, this one's definitely for you! The prizes i 
n this raffle are gift certifi::ates from the 1996 PMIJPetzl-catalog, whet:e you·~ 
an find just about anything you need in the way of caving gear. 

First Prize • $300 Gift Certificate 
Second Prize • $200 Gift Certificate 
Third Prize • $100 Gift Certificate 

Tickets for the raffle are $5 each, or 5 for $20. All proceeds go to the SCC : · 
~eversink Fund Tickets may be ordered by phone or internet using your Visa or· 
.1astt>-rr.~d from SCC Chairman Bill Putnam at 770-8220003 or email address 
ccG !n.edu. Tickets will also be sold at many southeastern region grot~o · 
neeL. .. e;s and caving events, as well as at the SCC Annual Meeting in Chatta- · 
10oga, TN, on May 18th. 

The drawing will be held as soon as all the tickets are sold, and the winners · 
.viii be notified by phone and announced-on the SCC Web site. Only 300 tickets' ·-
viii be sold, so get yours early. -
· Special thanks go to PMI!Petzl for being a major sponsor of the SCC and the 

-l"eversink Purchase. 

7.... Male ted bat, Lzsiunll bor~, hibernating in a 
refrigerabr. The heavily furred interfemor:al mcmbrmc 
ccm:rs the wings and vaatral surface. The tip of the tail 
is DCa1 the DOSe, mel the npt foot c:m be seeD OD the.: 
bam~. . 



DID YOU 

KNOW 

THAT 

THE 

1996 

GRAPHIC 

ARTS 

SALON 

IS 

JUST 

AROUND 

THE 

CORNER? 

Deadline: Postmarked by April 15 

Categories: Photographic & Nonphotographic 

Eligibility: Distributed During 1995 
by NSS-affiliated Groups 

Entry Fee: $5.00/Group 

P 1 ease inc 1 u de_... s e 1 f-ad dressed , 
envelope if a listing of accepted 

covers is desired. 

stamped 
and winning 

Send to: John Baz-Dresch 
1214 W. 8th Ave., #2 

Spokane, WA 99204 
phone/fax: ~24-4497 (home/work) 

Be sure to stop by the Graphic Arts ~alan 
uhile at the conventi.on. 
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FROM THE MAILBAG 

Huntsville 
'96: Alan 
Scottsboro 

Grotto Newsletter, 
Cressler reports 

Mountain has lost 

May 
that 
it's 

open access status. Apparently the 
landowner is fed up with cavers that 
can't do their thing without the aid 
of alcohol. Scores of empty beer cans 
and improperly extinguished campfires 
are a couple of reasons for the 
change of status. A gate will soon be 
installed equipped with a changeable 
combination lock. Cavers wishing to 
continue using the mountain for 
camping purposes will need to get the 
combination via e-mail from Alan 
Cressler: cressler@usgs.gov 

Southeastern Cave Conservancy 
Newsletter, Winter '96: A Huntsville
based nonprofit organization called 
Cavers Inc., has donated Glove Pit to 
the SCC. Although the donation 
occured last May, transfer of 
ownership was not accomplished until 
last Fall making Glove Pit the second 
property owned by the SCC. Scott Shaw 
has been appointed caretaker. Parking 
is in short supply so please contact 
Scott prior to going there. 

NSS Administrative Memo, March '96: 
Another call has been issued for 
Grotto patches. Presently three 
Alabama Grottos do not have patches 
on file with the NSS Museum. Can you 
guess the other two? Central Alabama 
and Shoals Area Speleological 
Society. I'm accepting submissions 
for art work .. Ed. 

Windy City Speleonews, .April '96: Ken 
Redeker reports on a problem with a 
CMI ascender 1n Lechuguilla. 
Apparently a caver inadvertantly 
snapped off the blue plastic safety 
on the ascender causing it to easily 
come off rope. Although no accident 
was reported, it did bring to light 
the need to use extreme caution when 
climbing with this type ascender. 

--------~MA~Y~-~1~9~9=6---------~PE_§ __ _ 

Care must be used not to push the 
plastic safety sideways. 

Huntsville Grotto Newsletter, May 
'96: Randall Blackwood reports that 
the HEMSIHART Team was called out to 
O'Shaughnessy Point on Monte Sano on 
Friday, March 15. The 4:00 a.m. 
rescue was needed when a group of 
people were looking for a cave near 
the Point. It seems that one person 
called out that he had found the dark 
opening of the entrance and proceeded 
to walk off the edge of the mountain. 
Randall adds that there was reason 
fror the blackness as the next step 
was 25 feet down. Alc~hol is alledged 
to have once again been the culprit. 

Smokey Mountain and East Tennessee 
Grottos, Speleotype, 1972: 

To the tune of "Banks of the Ohio" 

I asked my love to take a walk 
To take a walk, just a little walk 
Down beside where the waters flow 
Down by the banks of the Tellico 

Chorus: 
Just only say that you'll be dammed 
Like the TVA has planned 
With the Army Corps of Engineers 
And we'!! enrich your future years 

I said how great the lake would be 
Attracting tourists aud industry 
Ensuring hope and prosperity 
You can have it all, with electricity 

I held her close up to my breast 
A blueprint to her heart I pressed 

_A survey tape, a plumber's wire 
I pushed her deep into the mire 

I wandered home twixt twelve and two 
Crying Oh God what did I do 
We've trapped the last stream flowing free 
And all we got was electricity 

untitled, .bY anonymous 



45th Annual SEU.i\. 

Sun11ner Cave Carnival 

lloslctl by the Hirmingham GroUo 

Camp Jackson USC, Scottsboro, AL 
.July 19- 21, 1996 

Nestled nround :m inlet of the lcnncssee River, 
Camp Jackson is a wonderfully shaded campsite for this 
year"s SERA. No maller where you camp, you will be 
only seconds from the waterfront. So whether you wanlto 
hollom a deep. multi-drop system in TAO or just relax on 
the river. this year's SERA should please everyone in your 
entire family. 

I liking I rails slarl right all he campground and the 
swimming/boating dock should provide entertainment for 
those younger types. Camp Jackson has such amenities ns 
two shower houses with I 0 shower heads each; however. 
he prepared for pit toilets and pmln pollics. Water spigots 
arc plentiful and arc dispt:rsed throughout the campground 
so you should he sure ami hring a suitahlc water container. 

Although Camp Jack<;on has four soft drink ma
chines featuring hoth ( 'oke and Pepsi. il is located a mere 
(J.'i miles from numerous restaurants (Western Sinlin, 
Shoncy's. Wendy's. 1\kDonald's. KFC. Taro Bell, ami 
ll;udl'l's .. iustlo n:une a few). Motels (Comli~rllnn, Day's 
Inn. & I Iampton Inn) arc availahlc in Scott shorn for those 
of yon who would prell·r air rondit inning and the like. For 
the missing tent stakes m propane fnl'l you forgot in your 
hasll'lo come. K-Marl and Food World arc available for 
all those odds and ends. And linally. if your spo!lse prefers 
to spl'nd the day shopping. a multitude of outlet stores in 
Boat. i~ only <t'i minnll'S away. 

The on site Dining i ..... will function as our own 
underground movie theater if you remember to hring your 

. favorite trity of slides. Finally. for a more enjoyable expe
rience you should hring a lawn chair and hug rl•pellent 
(the locals say "if it ain't I 00% Dcet,the skeeters will just 
ignore it!"). 

See You There!! 

N:mu-: ___________________ _ 

Address: _________________ _ 

City: Shtle: __ Zip: __ _ 

l'hone: ( ) _______ _ NSS/1 

Uireclions: I (;rouo or Aflilialion: 

From the North, East, or West of Scollshoro, you Accompanying Guests: 
should get on SR72 (SR72 West from Challanooga and Name: 
SR72 East fromlluntsville) and exit at the "Scollsboro, 
SR35/SR279, Ft Payne" exit. llead south on SR35 nnd 
cross the Tennessee River (Mile Marker #48). Once across, 
inunedintely turn left onto SR40. In one tenth nf a mile 
(.1 ), turn left again onto Jackson County 24. In two more 
miles you will enter Camp Jackson which is identified on 
the Langston Quad. 

From 159: Either take SR 35 (Exit 218 at Fort 1 Principal (NSS Member) 
Payne) to the Tennessee River and see above or take SR 
40 (Exit 231) to the Tennessee River. Principal (non member) 

Queslions? I Guest (NSS Member) 

Clcnerallnfo: Chairman Dave !lowell (205) 591-5127 
Vendor information: Julie l.ancaster (205) 6 78-91)75 
Pre-Registration: Scull & Jaime Fcc (205) 854-PITS 

d~:"~ 
~·- .. , 
-~~/ 

~ 

Guest (non member) 

Children (I 0 & under) 

Four Legged Pets 

T-Shirl(s) 
S_M_L_XL_ 

Pre-registration Discount 
per /\dull if post-marked 
no later than June 15th 

NSS#: 

Cost Qty Amount 

$20- $ __ 

$25 - $ __ 

$18- $ __ 

$23- $ __ 

$() - $_0_ 

$15- $ __ 

$10- $ __ 

$5 - -$ __ 

TOTAL· $ 

Pk·ao;c makechrt:ks payable lo "Binningh.mn (;milo'' 
and mail to 111% SERA, do Scott & Jaime Fcc, 251ll C iahlc 
Blvd, Binningham. AL 35215. 'lh get the pre-registration dis
munl. your registration must he postmarked hy June I 'ilh. 
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CAVE CROSSTIC 
Bill Witherow - Deviser 

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter. September 197i 

A D F S G N H L J G R 
PRMDKESRUOI 
UNSARHELMET 
TOSPAHLKAHB 
P I A E K G C S R W S 
U J P E E A L G I T E 
REMNPCJOOAP 
NAOKOSFOVPM 
AS CARABINER 
N A T K P J T 0 S G S 
BTHGILHSALF 

Equipment found above: 

1 Rack 
2 Rope 
3 ~ape 
4 Boots 
5 Jumar 
6 Gloves 
7 Helmet 
8 Compass 
9 Backpack 

10 Kneepads 
11 Carabiner 
12 Flashlight 

c :=J 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL 'SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
April 2, ·1996 

P.2 

The regular meeting of Cullman Grotto of National Speleological 
Sdciety was called to order on Tuesday, April 2, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Conference Room of the Cullman County· Public Library by 
Da·vid Drake, Chairman. Seventeen members and guests were in 
attendance. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

A reminder to all members: Grotto dues were due in January. 

Please call for permission to park at Bill.Cuddington's house prior 
to making a trip to Natural we·lls. 

NSS dues are going up. April wil'l be the last month to join at the 
old rates. 

Suggestions are needed as to the Grotto picnic; place, date and 
time. 

The April Grotto trip will be April 6, 1996 to Indian Rock Cave. 

Scottie reports some new breakdown in Hughes Cave and also of some 
rapelling at Buck's Pocket. 

David Drake reported on a trip to Hooper's·cave. 

Victor reported on two caves found south of Bangor. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the 
Chairman declared it adjourned. 

After intermission, a video of Wind Cave was presented by David 
Drake. 

APPROVED ~~---------------Chairman 

APPROVED ~--~---------------Secretary 
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C A L E N D E R 

Jun 4-Monthly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm, library. 

Jun 8-Grotto horizontal trip, TBA. 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hosted by B'ham Grotto. Pre-register 
by June 15 and save $5. Contact Scott or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-NSS Convention, Salida, Colorado. Contact 1996 NSS Convention Committee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 South 
Walden St., Aurora, CO ~0015, (303)€93-0997. 

ECHO CHAMBER 

CLOSED! 

Green's Well, Jackson Co., AL., has 
apparently joined the long and growing list of 
unaccessables. Two new, iron posts and a half-inch 
cable sporting a "NO TRESPASSING" sign have been 
erected making the access road impassable. The 
discovery was made on 5/24/96. The house at the foot 
of the mountain where permission used to have to be 
obtained, is apparently occupied once again. Efforts 
to contact the resident were unsuccessful. 
Interestingly enough and for reasons unknown, a fresh 
concrete walkway has been poured leading into the 
mouth of the cave adjacent the house. Green's Well is 
a beautiful 228-ft. pit that will be sorely missed if 
in fact cavers are now unwelcome. 

NEW MEMBER 

The Cullman Grotto welcomes Andrew Zerbs, 
BSS 22771, of Birmingham as it's newest member. Some 
of you may know Andy as a member of the Birmingham 
Grotto. His main reason for joining is to add the 
Flowstone to his collection of newsletters published 

SARA CORRIE 
FlllD UPDATE 

A letter was sent to the U.S. Exploration 
Committee of the NSS this past week requesting a $250 
grant from the Sara Corrie Fund. The fund was set up 
to aid the exploration efforts of grottos and other 
groups as well as to honor the ! ongtime caver who 
passed away from cancer in 1988. A brief account of 
her 1 ife and dedication to caving can be found on 
page 99 of the April 1996 NSS News. 

RAFFLE 
Tickets are now available for the 

Southeastern Cave Conservancy "Caving Gear Raffle". 
1st Prize: $300 PMI Gift Certificate 
2nd Prize: $200 PMI Gift Certificate 
3rd Prize: $100 PMI Gift Certificate 

Tickets are $5.00 each or you can purchase 5 for 
$20.00. Drawing will be held when 300 tickets are 
sold. The Cullman Grotto's allotment is limited so 
act quickly. For informatio~ see D.Drake. 

_by_ Alab~magrottos, however, we wish to extend an 
invitation to joili-lisfoT-our moiltlil.yme-etfngras- -·----- ----- ----------- ..BOG.ILICUQ.I_____ __ _______ _ 
well as future grotto cave trips. Welcome aboard! You have until June 19 to return your BOG 
And yes Andy there are back issues available. election ballot. All current NSS members should have 

· recieved a ballot in the mail. Your ballot must be 
recieved by June 19 to be counted. 

JEll LOOK? 
Well, so much for the new look I talked 

about last month. 1 did upgrade my computer, now I 
must upgrade my printer. Maybe next month. 

COYER PHOTO 
"The Frog System" Drawing by Brad Summer. 
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MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL EXTEIQ)ED:: 

The Board of Governors voted at the March 1996 meeting to extend the 
membership specials until the end of June 1996! 

RENEWALS 

REGULAR RENEWALS ARE: $30.00 FOR 1 YEAR 
$58.00 FOR 2 YEARS 

OR $72.00 FOR THREE YEARS!!! 

FAMILY RENEWALS ARE: $6.00 FOR 1 YEAR 
$11.00 FOR 2 YEARS 

OR $13.00 FOR _THREE YEARS!!!! 

ASSOCIATE RENEWALS ARE: $20.00 FOR 1 YEAR 
$38.50 FOR 2 YEARS 

OR $45.00 FOR THREE YEARS!!! 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

REGULAR LIFE: $450.00!! OR FAMILY LIFE: $225.00!! 
OR 

BECOME A SUSTAINING MEMBER AND LOCK IN YOUR LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP RATE! 

REGULAR $84.00 OR FAMILY $33.00 

NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

$ 5.00 FOR EACH NEW FAMILY MEMBER 
$18.00 FOR AN ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

****REMEMBER SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP RATES EXPIRE 7/1196!**** 
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BA.CK TO GOOD 
•or_, NEVERSINK 

By Patrick O'Diam, NSS 35852 
H~y 20, 1996 

JUNE 1996 

'You know where you are?', asked Louis as we 
pulled into the parking area of Neversink. 

'Yeah,' I replied. 'I'm Home.' 

After more than two years, I have returned 
from Argentina and am jumping back in where I left 
off. Louis was the one who took me to my farewell 
trip to Moses' Tomb in mid-April '94, and now, some 
769 days later, he took me to my welcome home piL. 

When I first left for Argentina, 1 really 
had a hard time 'cause I missed cave 'n and pit
bound n', but soon I put the caves on the back 
L rner. I enjoyed very much my stay in Argentina, but 
I was ready to get back and get dirty. My rope was 
calling my name late at night while I was gone. I 
arrived Hay 18 and only two days later, I returned 
to my passion. 

The day was hot in the dry month of May. The 
climb up the hill was not too bad. As we reached the 
top, we saw a beautiful sight. Surprisingly, there 
was quite a bit of water flowing in. The sun was 
shining down on the mist forming a wonderful rainbow. 
We rigged the rope and I took the first drop. After 
more than 25 months without being on rope, that 
scared the crap out of me at first, but once I got 
over the lip I didn't have a care in the world. It 
felt great being on rope again. Louis came down and 
we walked around and took in the beauty of Mother 
Nature for about thirty minutes and then I took my 
first climb using a Petzl system. It worked great! We 
bounced another five times or so and just took it 
easy. I had a good bit of time to catch up on the two 
years I missed. It was a wonderful day. I don't know, 
maybe it was just because I missed being on rope, but 
to me, Neversink was the prettiest I can ever 
remember seeing it. 

Thanks for the report Pat, good to have you 
back •. Ed. 

CAVES OF THE BANKHEAD FOREST 
Lawrence County, Alabama 

Tom Lamb, jr. 
Birmingham Grotto Newsletter 

(Marah, 19?6)4-5 

A favorite base camp is the area a few 
hundred feet off of the Northwest Rd. at 
Borden Creek near South Sinks Cave {Al. 1230). 
Here a corkscrew-type vertical cave was dis
covered and named campsite cave (Al.l613). 
The entrance is a squeeze under a boulder 
that corkscrews into a small water passage 
stream. The water apparently is that ob
served in South Sinks Cave. ·There is no 
horizontal passage. The cave proper seems to 
be made up mostly of breakdown of the sand
stone capstone. The stream room at the bottom 
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is in the limestone layer. The next area 
proved to be more promising. This area is the 
valley to the east of Mountain Springs Rd., 
south of Mountain Springs Church, and north 
of Northwest Road. The largest cave found by 
the B.F.S., it is located in the sinks shown 
here on the topo (Bee Branch Quad). The sinks 
were originally approached from the uphill 
side, but 30 to 60 foot bluffs halted the 
assault. The next trip was from the downhill 
side. The lower sink, a few hundred feet 
long, contained a small hole which may be dug 
out. Below this sink, on Borden Creek, is a 
crawl opening (which has not been explored) 
which is the resurgence from the sinks. 

The upper sink is quite extensive. There 
were a few holes which were not pushed and a 
20-foot pit with some horizontal passage at 
the bottom, which apparently connects to a 
passage emerging farther down the hill. This 
system has not as yet been added to the survey. 

The largest cave in this sink area is 
Lamb Cave (Al. 1611). Apparently much of the 
resurgence mentioned above flows into the sinks 
through this cave. The entrance is a pretty 
stream flowing into a sloping limestone en
trance. Twenty feet into the cave, the 
stream drops eight feet through a crevice in 
the center of the ceiling of the main room. 
A rope ladder is needed to negotiate this 
drop. The stream collects in a pool at the 
bottom and percolates through breakdown. The 
main passage is a room 100 feet long and 30 

· feet wide. This room ends in breakdown. At 
one point, an eight foot climbdown goes to 
the stream passage which becomes too tight. 
The floor of Lamb Cave is covered by large, 
tilted slabs that have fallen down from the 
ceiling. Bats were noted also. 

In the next gulley a small 15 foot pit 
was found which was a beautiful pit formation, 
though not very deep. 

Lost Skull cave (Al. 1609) is located 
over the hill from Lamb Cave. A 12-foot 
deep drop leads to a climbup into a small 
room. The cave contained the bones of a 
very large animal. 

Farther up the valley, Cave Cave 
(Al. 1612) is a dry spring cave emptying 
into Borden Creek. Its sandy bottom makes 
for any easy crawl back to a room where 
the cave apparently ends. 

Within a few hundred feet, Slab Cave 
(Al. 1610) is located beside the jeep trail. 

A 15-foot climbdown into a crevice 20 feet 
high leads to the water exit. The crevice 
continues on and is passabl-e-on the upper 
and lower levels. Bats ;ere -;~en ·_;:-ti"-this 
cave. 

A very beautiful, but small (15') 
pit is located in this area. 

Last November, in the first hollow to 
the north of Northwest Road from Highway 33, 
two caves and a pit were found. The pit is 
about 20 feet deep and has horizon~al pass
age, although it has not been explored. 

One, found by Dave Howell, has an im
pressive walk-in entrance, which leads to a 
stoopway through the stream passage. It has 
not been completely explored, but has been 
pushed a few hundred feet. 

In the same hollow, a few hundred feet 
away, a blowing crack was uncovered with th~ 
help of a "come-along." Uncovered was walk
ing passage with a few waterfalls ,(one is 
10 ' high) • I.t too is incompletely explored. 
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BAT OF THE MONTH By John Mar.shall 

Birminqham Grotto Newsletter 

LASIURUS SEMINOLUS: Seminole Bat 

Description: Forearm, 35-45 rnm: wing
spread, 300rnrn. The fur is mahogany 
colored, and is sometimes tipped with 
silver {Barbour & Davis 1969}. The 
interfemoral membrane is furred dor 
sally. 

Distribution: Barbour & Davis 1969 
show Seminole bats occuring state
wide south of the Tennessee River. 
Specific collection sites include 
Fort Payne (Howell, 1921:27 in 
Hall & Kelson) and the Auburn 
campus (Barkalow, 1948}. It is a 
year round resident, though more 
numerous in the southern part of 
the state in the winter. Barkalow 
states that this species is rare 
north of the Fall Line in winter. 

Habitat: Seminole bats roost pri
marily in trees, especially in 
clumps of Spanish moss. According 
to Barbour & Davis they prefer 
trees boardering a clearing. There 
is no differentiation between winter 
and summer habitat. 

· .. 
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LASIURUS SEHINOL~S 

Distnbutioo of lAsiunu seminolul in the United States 

77. Sc:minolc bat, l..Aiiutur ~ 
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GREEN DAY 

P.O'Diam 

By D.Drake 
"ay 24, 1996 

D.Drake 

We had talked about this trip every month 
for the last two years. Not necessarily a trip to 
Green's Welt in particular, but a trip in general. 
This was my first chance to go bouncing with Pat 
since March !994. 

We met at my house at 6:30 Saturday morning. 
After deciding on whose red Raider we would take, we 
piled our gear in mine and headed for the Paint Rock 
Valley. We enjoyed a couple of Negroes along the way 
(Argentine candy bars). 

The first thing on the agenda was to check 
on the status of a closed 219-footer before going on 
to Green's Well, however, we turned a road too soon 
and ended up talking with Mr. Clemmons, a well known 
TAG landowner. He told us the pit ~e were looking for 
was on the back side of his mountain. We discussed 
angus, Torode and summer cedars as well as a couple 
of long-closed TAG classics on his property before 
moseying on to the other side of the mountain. 

The previously gated road was open this day, 
but we dared not continue up the road without first 
gaining permission, for we knew that this cave was 
more than likely still closed even though the gate 
was inviting us in. We retraced our path several 
hundred feet to the last house we had passed and 
knocked on the door. We were greeted by an elderly 
but extremely friendly lady. She was familiar with 
the cave we were asking about but informed us that 
she was only a tenant and owned none of the nearby 
land. She told us that there were several landowners 
who had staked claims on the mountain and that she 
would be glad to call one of them to see about the 
status of the pit in question. In about five minutes 
she re-emerged with tidings of great joy. The land 
owner had given us permission to yo-yo the pit. We 
thanked her for her help, borrowed some well water 
for my truck that was in heat and gave her our word 
that we would be out by 1pm. 

The pit looked grander than ever. Pat went 
down and up first. After I ascended we decided that 
in the esse~ce of time we would unrig and head for 
Green's. 

Bl.JMMER ! The always accessable 
Green's WeLl had a fresh new half inch cable complete 
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with NO TRESPASSING sign stretched across the access 
road and padlocked tighter than Pandora's box. 

'Well Crap', 'if we'd 've known this we could 
have bounced the other again,' we said. 

The house where permission for Green's was 
once obtained appeared to be occupied again, so we 
hustled there to see what the hey was going on, 
however no one was home. Dejected we focused on plan 
C, go to nearby Harbin's Pit, a well decorated 127-
footer that Vic had taken me to on an earlier trip, 
or D, try to find Dinky's, Snakes and Graham's, three 
mid-sized pits within close proximity of each other. 
We opted for D. Pat and Louis had done Dinky's once 
before but I had done neither. 

We found the original logging road and 
headed toward the pits, however as we topped the 
crest of the first hill we found that alot more 
recent logging had been taking place. There were 
logging roads going every which way. After traipsing 
through the woods for the better part of an hour and 
thoroughly soaking a sweat towel we found Graham's, 
then Snakes, then Dinky's. On the way out we couldn't 
help but notice we could have driven to within a 
stones throw of any of them. 

We were back in the Raider by 3:30 and in 
search of the nearest place with a cold drink cooler. 
We stopped by the NSS office to pick up a tape for 
June's grotto meeting then talked briefly with Bill 
and Camille before heading on to Cullman. 

My gear is packed and ready for another 
Green Day, cause ya know where I'll be found, when 
she comes around. 

BAT FAX 
The 20 1illion "exican free-tails fro• Bracken Cave, 
Texas, eat 250 tons of insects nightly. 

JNStDf BAT Hov..S~( 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Kimberly Sorrell 

212/632-4950 

CAVE PASSAGES 
Roaming the Underground Wilderness 
by Michael Ray Taylor 
Publication Date: June 3, 1996 
Price: $23.00 
Pages: 285 (8 page b/w photograph insert) 
ISBN: 0-684-81854-X 

"A vivid account of special adventures .... an involving 
introduction to another mysterious world." 

-Publishers Weekly 

Michael Ray Taylor, an expert caver who has led National 
Geographic expeditions underground all over the vvorld, will be 

-: o-n;n ·- ,n:,... '"""';:1~·= • t- '"" . .,, · 
~i_:;.1 .1. .les u,:, u;.., vv •.JU\. . .1.'\.., 

CAVE PASSAGES 
at the following locations: 

Sundav, .Julv 21. 2:00pm 
Book\! A Mi1lion 
1615 Montgomery Hwy.Suite 120 
Hoover, AL 35216 
205/979-3046 

POET'S CORNER 

CIG Newsletter 1972 
TELL :·!E WHEBE ITS AT 

:.;. anonymous 

Oh, once I knew a cave, filled with lace and !iligrees, 
That the gernnomina found, he left me the debris. 
And I knew of many.caves, deep beneath the ground, 
Where my footstep .. made first trace, my voice the only sound. 

· ··But others came soon after, their tracks compacting dust 
Their names were shouting from the walls, assasinating trust. 

I saw albino beasties, ·hidden from all light, 
Fall prey to cement and tourist, to end their endless night. 
Where the raging rivers flowed, beoeath our Mother Earth 
,~ow stopped by unseen dams, springs ld.lled before their birth. 
The mighty hand of dynamite, the s.trength of structural steel, . .' 
Have turned rrry precious caVities to prisons forever sealed! 

And how did all this happen? \-/here are my Glory Holes? 
Someplace as yet untouched by man, someplace to hide rrry soul. 
They are no more, the lat is gone, dust on the old hard hat. 

' ' ~ . 

.::(] 

.. :'·!~ 

The fool I was, I told them! \Vhen they begged "Tell me· where its at". 
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·MEETING 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF! NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
. : ~y7' li-96 

P.2 

' The re9ula·r meeting of C~+lma~ Grdtt·o · o'f National Speleological 
> Society was called to order~· on .Tue.sday ,; May 7, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. in 
· the· Conference Room of th' Cull.Jman ,[c;o.unty Public Library by David 

Drake, Chairman. Eightee• me~ers ~nd guests were in attendance. 

The minutes were read andl;>pprcived.~ 
The Cullman Grotto does not·.haye aiGrptto patch on file with the 
NSS and we are currently a!ocepting·f"!Jggestions for artwork for our 
patch. ..· , . I 
There will be a discussiqn ·~f:: :the jGrotto picnic during the July 
meeting. Have your suggef,3tio.ns · as· it() :date, place, and time ready 
to .. submit at this meeting: ·: . f . 

The.May Grotto trip will ~e on:·May·ill; 1996 to Steven's Gap. 
. i . . i ; ', : ~ . . 

:· Jeff Lynn reported on a ti"ip t~ J;n9ia~ Rock Cave. 

"' There being no further b~sin.e~s :t~ ;. come before the meeting, the 
Chairman declared it adjolJ,rned. . j 

Af~er intermission, a slide s.ho~ wap:, p:resented by J. V. Swearengen. 
. . : : i ~ . . 

: ~ : AP~ROVED ~~----------~'~·-----
Chairman :! 

:::aec.r:t: t.cu. y 

. ; l 

: i 

l 

I 
l 



• • 

·-:··-:':,·.- 39 \.¥1ht'l.!...-_ ·.../ 1/J ~,. '.k!A%-t!.-"- f /1,~. t.;~-;g l•ri.,:;;t:..::: 
~ v I 

~~~j-~j~~:f-~:;:_•:•.·:~ -::--ll--1--ll---------------------1---ll--+++++-J., +----IIH+i--+-H-t--11--t++++++-
.. ··- ---------+--l!-t--1--H-1--H-liH++-t+++-tt--+t+-l+t+-
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C A L E N D E R 

Jul 7-Grotto vertical trip, TBA. 

Jul 19-21-SERA Cave Carnival, Camp Jackson Boy Scout Camp, Scottsboro, AL. Hasted by B'ham Grotto. Contact Scott 
or Jaime Fee (205)854-7487. 

Aug 3-9-lfSS Convention, Sal ida, Colorado. Contact 1996 NSS Convention Commit tee, c/o Skip Withrow, 5404 South 
Walden St., Aurora, CO 80015, (303)693-0997. 

Aug 6-Monthly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm, library. 

ECHO CHAMBER 

========================================================================== 
STRIKE ONE 

Dear Mr. Drake, 
I'm sorry to inform you that 

your grotto has not been selected to 
rec~eve a Sara Corrie Grant this 
year. As expected, there were many 
requests for grants after the article 
on Sara appeared in the NSS NEWS, and 
the total amJount of money requested 
was about four times what :ts 
available to be spent. 

I sympathize with the problem 
faced by new grottos who are trying 
to build up an equipment base and 
train members. While there is some 
preference given to grottos working 
on a specific exploration effort, the 
main problem right now is simply too 
many ways to spend too little money. 
I urge you to reapply next year 
(after April 30, 1997) and mention 
that this is your second request. 

Best of luck ~n your cav:tng 
program. 

Sincerely, 
Catherine H. Bishop 
U.S. Exploration, NSS 

STRIKE TWO 

Dear David, 

Are you missing something? Perhaps your generous gift of$100.00. to the SCC presented in the tbrm of a 
bank check has not cleared and been returned to you. 1 made a deposit to our bank VIA Cni1ed S1a1es 
Postal Service Mail on 14 November 95. Since then Bill Putnam and 1 have exhausted every avenue 10 lind 
the missing deposit and our bank Wachovia of Georgia has been unable to find any record of receiving i1 

We need your gift more than ever at this time. 

As you are aware we closed 1he purchase ofc-;eversink Pit and just made our last loan payment at !he I ~"6 
Annual Meeting held in Chattanooga TI-l. Every dollar sent in will help the SCC treasury recover !Tom rhis 
payoff as we have a bank balance of less than three thousand dollars. As the Conservancy acquires more 
caves. our annual expenses increase as we have to pay property taxes.. insurance and maintenance on our 
holdings. We need a sustaining base of contributors to meet these continuing commitments. 

In addition to the Neversink project we have an agreement ready to sign for the lease of Surprise Pit in F em 
Cave. Jackson Co .. AL. As we finish these deals we will need funding ro move on with other projects the 
membership proposes at our meetings. 

Please consider sending the SCC a replacement check today and be a part of these exciting rimes for the 
Conservancy. If your check does arrive at our bank anytime in the future. we will refund the amounr to ~·ou 
or you may chose to stop payment on your first check: copy enclosed. Remember your gift is tax 
deductible. 

Thank you for helping the Conservancy acquire and protect caves. 

Sincerely. 
Southeastern Cave Consen·ancv. lac. 

Buddy Lane. Treasu~rr . ' 
NSS 12054LF. SCC i 

BL:bl 
SCCLostCheck. doc 

COVER PHOTO 
Shane Drake, Victor Bradford, David Drake and Scottie 
Arrington take a breather in the Gold passage, Fern 
Cave, Jackson Co., AL. Photo by Patrick O'Diam 
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BACK TO McCLUNG'S 
D.Drake 

June 21, 1996 

D.Drake P.O'Diam 

Two o'clock Friday afternoon I met Patrick 
at the log cabin store in Blount Springs for a trip 
to a TAG pit he had yet to do. McClung's Hale is 
located very near the store so it makes for a great 
rendezvous place. The road to the pit has 
deteriorated rapidly. Last year at this time I could 
drive my GEO nearly all the way to the pit, now it's 
a bumpy trip in a 4WD but Pat's red Raider was equal 
to the challenge. 

Arriving at the pit, we unloaded the gear 
and made the short hike down the hillside to the 
mouth of McClung's. The pit opening actually looks 
more like a cave than a pit. It slopes steeply for 
about 20 feet before plunging 71 feet to "The 
Ledge", again steeply sloped, about 8 feet wide and 
generously covered with small breakdown ranging in 
size from marble-sized to fist-sized. 
The ledge is made up of some sort of shale/limestone 
aggregate with razor sharp projectiles that will 
literally chew a rope up in a matter of seconds, for 
this reason "The Ledge" must be padded. From the 
ledge the pit drops another 39 feet to a large 
breakdown pile at the base of which is another 9 
foot drop to the bottom of the pit. Total depth of 
McClung's Hole is 149 feet making it the deepest 
known drop, in TAG, south of the Tennessee river. 

We both dropped the pit twice, Stopping at 
the ledge on the first descent to show Patrick the 
rimstone haystack located off to the side in a small 
alcove. 

As I emerged from the pit on my final 
ascent, Patrick presented me with a cup of Tetade 
(sp?), Argentina's version of iced-tea. Ahhh, nothing 
like a little yerbas after a hard day of caving. 

I doubt many cavers have traveled from 
Russia or other parts unknown to do McClung's, and 
since Pat just returned from a two year stay in 
Argentina, I guess he might have been the first 
"feruner" to do McClung's Hole. 

BAT FAX 
Nearly 40% of American bat species 
are threatened or endangered. Around 
the world, many more are declining at 
alarming rates. 
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LARSOI'S WELL 
Trip Report 
June 1, 1996 

By Patrick O'Diam 

Victor Bradford 
Jeff Lynn 

Louis Adams 
Arion Baker 
Bill ? Mike ? 
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When Victor called and said we were going to 
a new pit that had not been open long, I got excited. 
We met at the library on the morning of the first of 
June and soon were off to Oram, Tennessee. The long 
ride was enjoyable as we told old cave'n stories and 
enjoyed the pretty country up around the Russell Cave 
area. The road we were on soon went from nice to 
O.K., and then not so nice, and then to gravel, dirt, 
one lane, trail, and finally to almost nothing at 
all. It was then that we found ourselves at Mr. 
Larson's house. We talked with him for a bit and 
looked at the map of the cave and then we started up 
the trail to the pit. 

Getting up to the pit was easy enough. The 
walk was short but steep, and in 95 degree weather, 
it was not the most fun. The rope was lowered, and 
under Louis' consent, we not only lowered enough rope 
for the 161-ft. pit, but also for the second drop of 
41-ft., making the total drop over 200-ft. I think 
Louis went down first then I followed. The first 25-
ft. or so is tight and was the cause of some grunts 
and groans for some of the larger folks in our group. 
When I arrived at the bottom, Louis and I looked at 
the other drop.It was big time wet with a good size 
waterfall going over the sharp rocks. We didn't have 
a rope pad down with us, so we thought that would be 
a good excuse not to do it. Jeff said something about 
bringing down a rope pad, but nothing was ever done 
about it. 

The climb out was not to bad other than the 
last 25-ft .. Most came right through without too 
much of a hard time. Vic even let Arlon go before 
him. Vic is always the last one down. I guess he just 
wanted some more time to think about whether or not 
he was going to fit through the small entrance on the 
way out. Need! ess to say, everyone made it. As we 
were up top waiting, we played with Mike's toy. I 
don't remember what it's called, but it'll give the 
latitude and longitude of where you are, so he made 
the pit a checkpoint to make it easier to get back to 
the pit (like you would want to). 
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CANDID CAVER 

Shane savor1ng the flavor of bat 
guano dripping from the ceiling of 
Ledbetter Saltpeter Cave. 

CRACKER JACK CAVE 
June 22, l996 

By Patrick O'Diam 

Victor Bradford 
Gary )!oon 
Patrick O'Diam 

~.r!:m Baker 
Bernard Powell 
I!" ? •• lKe . 

My Saturday was already quite packed 
with a birthday party to go along with work that 
night for a training session done ~y the police 
department, but I guess I'm just wet clay in a 
potter's hands when it comes to caves. When the 
Sculptor Victor called on Thursday night, he just 
started shaping me into a trip that I knew I 
shouldn't go on, but I'm glad ! did. 

We all met around 8:00 at the library and 
then we left about 8:30 when Vic arrived. (Sorry Vic, 
I just had :a write it. Arlon was the cause of them 

The Huntsville Cave Rescue Unit, Inc. will again offer a 2 \4 day seminar designed to 
present the most current, specialized cave rescue techniques to anyone Interested in 
performing high angle, cliff; pit. cave, and/or self rescue. Both classroom and field 
work will be utilized stressing hands-on training. 
The course is limited to 50 students and according to Chairman Bob Meadows. the 
class will fill up fast. Sessions begin on Friday, August 23,. at 6pm and ends on 
Sunday the 25'" with a mock rescue. Course cost is $35.00 and includes a lunch on 
Sunday. Contact Bob at (205)851-9020 for more information. · 
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being late, right Vic?) We made the Texaco stop as 
a! ways for Vic to get some milk, and a! so to meet 
Mike. I arrived long before the others due to Arion's 
slow driving which made everyone late. Anyway, we. 
arrived at the parking place up on Grant Mountain 
about 10:00 and walked down the paved road, which was 
covered with downed trees, to the pit. 

The entrance is well hidden and gets low to 
start off with. There is a 37-ft. climbdown for the 
entrance. We rigged some webbing far a handline and 
it came in very handy. All six of us were at various 
stages of the cave to help pass all our gear through. 
That took some time, but was much easier than trying 
to wear our packs through. Finally we wormed 
ourselves back to the pit only to find the bolts that 
everyone rigged to are no longer there. That's O.K. 
with me, !'m not too crazy about bolts in the frst 
place. After getting the rope untangled we rigged to 
some rocks, padded and lowered the rope, and I was 
gone. 
The pit itself was quite nice. I bounced it only 
once. Mike also needed to cut out a little early so 
as soon as he got up we headed out. It was a shame to 
have to leave early, I was having a good time and 
the pit was great, just a little hard to get to. I 
had to be at the birthday party at 2;00 and we didn't 
start out of the cave until almost 12:00. Within a 
short time we were out. I took a shower under the 
waterfall to wash off all the mud and then changed 
into my other clothes. The swimming party was great, 
but during the training exercise, I was shot by a 
terrorist that apparently hates Argentine soccer. 

I can't wait to see what the Sculptor Vic 
comes up with for the ~ext trip. 

8tADS 6F' A FEATHeR 

"I WAS ~t?NNA St:E Jf"' U/LLAAY WOU.LlJ 

ClofAtJNa.. A ~SA~€ 10 MY PAP11 
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NSS AD:rvnNISTRA TIVE "MEMO 

WHAT THEY DID IN SEATTLE ... 

by Jean De Vries 

The Board of Governors of the NSS met on 
March 16, 1996 in Seattle at a meeting hosted by 
the Cascade, Puget Sound, and 4th Comer Grottos. 
In articles by Dave Luckins and Fred Wefer on 
previous pages of this newsletter, details of the 
motion passed there to reorganize the Executive 
Committee were given. But that is not all the Board 
did in Seattle. Following are other details of the 
meeting that may be of interest: 

--The Board accepted the resignation of 
·.;· · Secretarv-Treasurer Kevin Smith. President 
. 'i = Luckins ·expressed the Board's appreciation to 

,Kevin for his service to the NSS. Later, during the 
Closed Session of the Directorate, Paul Stevens was 
elected to fill Kevin's position. 

-The first NSS Satellite Library is located at the 
home of Jack Speece in Pennsylvania. His address 
can be found in the upcoming NSS Members 
Mamtal. 

--Elizabeth Francis is the new employee at the 
NSS office in Hunstville. She replaces Sheila Smith 
who resigned in February. 

--Dr. Louise Hose was named Editor of THE 
JOURNAL OF CAVE AND KARST STUDIES, The 
National Speleological Society Bulletin, and Dr. 
James Pisarowicz was named as the Production 
Editor. 

--The Convention Abstracts Committee was 
abolished, and its functions will be absorbed by the 
Editorial Board of THE JOURNAL OF CAVE AND 
KARST STUDIES, The National Speleological 
Society Bulletin . 

--J. Reynolds Duncan of Toney, Alabama was 
confirmed as the NSS Archivist. 

--The Fall 1996 Board of Governors meeting will 
be held in Phoenix, Arizona on November 2, 1996. 

--The effective date for the special dues rate 
offered to non-NSS Members and those paying 
dues for 3 years was extended to July 1, 1996. 

Chattanooga Grotto TAGLINE, June '96 

This is to update everyone 
on :..1e Cedar Ridge Crystal Cedar Ridge Crystal Gate Update and in the event of a another 

incidence, the last party signed in 
gate project; it's complete! After six hours of very hard work. lots of 
For the past year. the project has been in sweat. numerous "spark" bums, and one 
the process of collecting money, destroyed headlamp lens. the new gate 
reproducing the door, and unsealing the and lock are in place. 
cave to replace the door. On Thursday A proposal is in the works for maintaining 
evening May 23. 19Q6, Buddy Lane. this high profile cave from future 
Butch Feldhaus, and Karen Quinn of the vandalism, installing a register, along with 
Chattanooga Grotto completed the task. an official "regrand opening" and clean-
The final Steps involved taking off the up trip. According to Buddy, the locks are 
plale which has sealed the cave for almost in constant dampness; they never have a 
one year, grinding away the remaining chance to dry out and should be replaced 
weld from the old door and hinges from:: every two to three years. Butch would like 
the frame, and then replacing the new . to see a cave register installed and 
gate and lock. maintained to keep track of traffic flow 

could be contacted about the 
condition of the cave on their trip. 
For everyone who has contributed to this 
project. thank you for your patience and 
"the key will be in the mail". Any excess 
funds raised from this project will be held 
in the coffers to further maintain this gate 
and lock in the future. 
Thank you again. Watch the T agline for 
further developments on this project 
including a clean-up trip date. 



The following has been submitted for publication of closed and limited access caves due to the bats that live in them. This list was 
contributed by Geary Schindel from the Nashville Grotto. 
If you have any additions, up-dates, corrections, or questions about this list, please contact Shirley Sotona, 2465 Drew Valley Ro, 
Atlanta, GA 30319 (404)315-1872. 

TAG Closed Cave and Cave Access List 
May 1996 

Airplane Cave (TN) 
Afterbirth (GA) 
A. J. Cave (AL) 
Allen Switch Cave (AL) 
Arm Pit(GA) 
Baby Hog Horror Hole ('IN) 
Balcony Sink (AL) 
Bell Spring Cave (AL) 
Big Hammer Cave (AL) 
Borderline Cave (AL) 
BluffRiver (AL) 
Boxcar(GA) 
Brown's Cave (AL) 
Bulldog Cave (GA) 
Byers' Cave (GA) 
Cairn Blowhole (AL) 
Caboose (GA) 
Cave of the Domes (TN) 
Chapel cave (AL) 
Cripps Mill Cave (TN) 
Crossings Cave (AL) 
Dancing Fern (TN) 
Davis Cove Cave (AL) 
Dead Man's Pit (GA) 
Devil's Den (AL) 
Devil's Dungeon (AL) 
Drag Fold (GA) 
Engle Double (AL) 
Falling Cave (AL) 
Four Kings Cave (GA) 
Gary Self Cave (AL) 
Green Mountain caves & pits (AL) 
Guntersville Cavern (AL) 
Hall Cave (TN) 

Closed Caves 

Hambrick Sinks Cave (AL) 
Hard ins J unkyard Cave (TN) 
Herring Cave (TN) 
Hughes Cave (AL) 
Indian Cave (TN) 
Jarrell's Cave (TN) 
JHS Cave/ Norseman's Well (AL) 
John Fisher Cave (TN) 
Kaolin Pit (AL) 
Kennamer Cave (AL) 
Keyhole Cave (TN) 
Lumberyard Cave (TN) 
The Kids Cave (AL) 
Kudzu Cave (AL) 
Linder Mountain Cave (TN) 
Longs (GA) 
Lost Pig Cave (TN) 
Lumberyard Cave (TN) 
McAllister Sink Cave (AL) 
Mikes WolfCave (AL) 
Mill Cave (TN) 
Mega Well (AL) 
Montague Cave (TN) 
Mountain Cove Farms Caves 

#1, 2, and 3 (GA) 
Mystery Falls (TN) 
Norseman's Well (AL) 
Paint Rock River Cave (AL) 
Patriot Pit (TN) 
Peacock Cave (AL) 
Peacock Cave (GA) 
Pearsons Pit (GA) 
Peterson's Well (AL) 
Pretty Well (AL) 

Pryor Spring Cave ('IN) 
Quarry Tube ('IN) 
Rainpot (AL) 
Richard's Cave (GA) 
Roaring River Cave (AL) 
Rockwall (GA) 
Roll Tide (AL) 
Royal Shaft (AL) 
Sand Mountain Cave (1N) 
Sinkhole (TN) 
Skylight Cave (AL) 
Smith Cave ('IN) 
Snail Shell Cave (TN) 
Steve's Pit (AL) 
Stevie Wonder Hole (AL) 
Steward's Spring Cave (AL) 
Stolen Well/Davis Cove Cave (AL) 
Surprise Pit ent. to Fern Cave (AL) 
Tate Cave (AL) 
Tiftonia Pit ('IN) 
Trillium Cave ('IN) 
Upper River Caves (AL) 
Valhalla ( AL) 
Vast Caverns (AL) 
Walking Fern Cave (AL) 
Walrus Pot (AL) 
War Eagle (AL) 
Weigand Pit (AL) 
Wild Man Cove Cave (?) 
William's Saltpeter Cave (AL) 
Wolf Cave (AL) 
Wynne Cave (AL) 
Wynne's Pit (AL) 



Cave Access 
• Antler Pit (AL): Avoid during hunting season. 
• Anvil Cave (AL): Bluff entrance accessible from Flint Creek is still open. All other entrances are closed. 

'• Anderson Spring Cave (GA): Cave is open, but access from the bottom is not. Come in from the top of the mountain down 
Rape Gap. 

• Balcony Sink/ Falling Cave (AL): These are alternate names for the same pit. The pit is closed (and posted with "No Caving" 
signs). 

• Barrel Cave (AL): Permission required. Contact owner Jim Gifford (205-776-2137 E). 
• Bee Rock Cave and surrounding area (TN): Bee Rock has been purchased by Mr. Dicky Henton (The Garden Inn at Bee Rock, 

Monterey, TN or 615-839-1400). Mr. Henton is building a Bed and Breakfast Inn on the land and does not want people 
wandering around the grounds disturbing his guests. He presently plans to continue allowing hiking and rock climbing at Bee 
Rock, but these activities are now restricted to between 9 AM and 5 PM, Monday through Saturday, and between 12 PM and 5 
PM on Sunday. He may allow cavers to stay on the land later if they contact him ahead of time to make arrangements. He has 
made arrangements with the neighboring landowner such that anyone with permission to be on Mr. Henton's land also has 
permission to be on the hiking trails near Bee Rock (on the neighbor's land). Please be very considerate of Mr. Henton and his 
guests. Contact him ahead of time, be polite, don't change clothes in the parking lot, and carry out any trash you fmd. 

• Big Coon Valley (AL): Ownership status is unsure, but road is gated and cavers have been chased off by people with guns. 
Caves in Big Coon Valley include Iron Hoop Cave and Jess Elliot Cave. Some caves in Big Coon Valley (such as Iliad/Odyssey 
and Elmo's canyon) are on Skyline Wildlife Management Area land. Take care not to trespass on private property in accessing 
them. 

• Bill Ellis Pit cluster (AL): Contact landowner, John Harris, of Huntsville, AL prior to visit for permission. This pit cluster 
includes: John Harris Hole (AJK 3200), Gotchee Goo Pot (AJK 3201), and Hoot Owl Hole (AJK 3202): 

• Blowing Spring Cave (TN): The Wicked Splendor entrance of Blowing Spring Cave is closed during hunting season. At other 
times of the year, limited access will be granted by permission only. Contact Tony Pedigo (TN) or the Cumberland Valley 
Grotto (TN) to arrange a permit. The number of cavers per trip will be limited to eight or fewer. 

• Blue Hole (GA): In Crockford-Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area. Please do not park or camp within 100 feet of the 
spring. The area has been reclaimed and reseeded sue to soil erosion and tree damage. Park and camp in the new camping area 
100' back from the spring. 
Blue Springs Cave (TN): Permission from owner Lonnie Carr is required. Contact him at 615-761-2704. 

• Bowling Cave (AL): Permission required. 
• Bull Cave (TN): Park permission is required. Trespassers will be prosecuted. 
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• Byers' Cave (GA): Byers' Cave is closed. Jerry Reeves of NAG Grotto (AL), however, is allowed to lead a limited number of 
trips to this cave. Contact him for information. 

• Cagle's Chasm (TN): Closed after dark. Cavers must be off the mountain before dark. 
• Case Cave (GA): Gated. Case Cave is located on State of Georgia property and is managed by Pigeon Mountain Grotto (P. 0. 

Box 471, Lafayette, GA 30728). To obtain permission to visit the cave, contact Pigeon Mountain Grotto three weeks prior to trip. 
The Grotto plans to conduct one trip per month for experienced cavers. Other group trips (Scouts, etc.) will be handled on an 
individual basis. Three weeks notice is mandatory. 

• Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave (TN): Gated. Contact Chattanooga Grotto to arrange access. 
• Conley Hole (TN): Closed during hunting season. 
• Cripps Mill Cave (TN): All entrances of the cave are closed to protect the bat population. Trespassers will likely be arrested and 

can be fmed up to $10,000. 
• Dick Pit (AL): A void during hunting season (November-January). 
• Doodlebug Cave (AL): The new owner, Herman Owens, is reportedly allowing cavers to visit the cave. Get permission from 

him before going. 
• Dry Creek Cave (AL): Permission required. 
• England Cove (TN): Access to England Cove is now controlled by locked gates. The Upper Cumberland Grotto has been given 

a set of keys to England Cove and to Skagnasty Cave (located in the cove and also gated) by the landowner, Mr. Bob 
Cunningham. If you would like to visit England Cove or Skagnasty Cave, contact Jerel! Killian (615-526-3091). Please be 
aware that due to the sensitive nature of landowner and hunting club relations in the cove, permission to visit the area may not 
always be granted, particularly during hunting season. The Upper Cumberland Grotto also reserves the right to refuse access to 
anyone. [hould you be unable to reach Jerell for access permission, you may contact Elwin Hannah (615-537-3083) for 
permission. Jerrell is the primary contact, however, and every effort should be made to contact him ftrst. Please be very careful 
while on Mr. Cunningham's land. He owns hundreds of caves! Don't jeopardize this landowner relationship! 
Eudy Cave (AL): Permission required. 

• Fargo Well (AL): Permission is required from the landowner, Gary Lackey, P.O. Box 802, 106 W. Laurel St., Scottsboro, AL 
35766 (205-259-3929). 



Cave Access (continued) 
• Falling Spring Cave (AL): The landowner of Falling Spring Cave and the land around it is Tommy Bean (205-259-6760). 

Contact him for permission to enter the cave. Park your vehicles outside the gate across the 4 WD road that goes to the cave in 
the easily identifiable parking area The landowner of this parking area is Colonel Hambrick (215-437-8039) and you must 
contact him for permission prior to parking on his property. It's about a two mile walk to the cave from the parking area. This 
cave is only open during the summer and the group must consist of three cavers. One visit per year is allowed. (Note: There 
seems to be alot of confusion about the name Falling Springs. Falling Springs is not the same cave as Falling Cave. Falling 
Cave, which is also called Balcony Sink, is closed). 

• Fern Cave (AL): The Surprise Pit entrance now requires a permit to visit. The Johnson entrance is on Wheeler Wildlife 
Management Area land and also requires a permit to visit. Contact Access Coordinator John Van Swearingen IV (" J. V.") of 
Huntsville Grotto (AL) to obtain a permits for either entrance. Only NSS members will be allowed to obtain a permit. The West 
Passage of the cave is closed. The Morgue entrance and Little Morgue entrance of Fern are home to a bat maternity colony and 
are closed between August 15 and April 15. Violators will be prosecuted. 
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• Ferris Pit (TN): The two main rig points for the pit were destroyed in a recent windstorm. The nearest good rigging trees are 
now on the other side of the barbed wire fence. This, of course, means that the pit now requires a longer rope to rig--about a 
350'. Pending the approval of the landowner, Mr. Pharris, the Cumberland Grotto has plans to put in a permanent rig point at the 
pit. For further information , contact Jerell Killian at 615-526-3091. 

• Fiery Gizzard Cove area (TN): Charlie Smith of Fiery Gizzard Cove has requested that cavers do not visit the caves on his 
property during hunting season. Some of the caves included in this list are Solution Rift, Sawmill Well, Hermit's Cave, and 
Rachel's Garden. 

• Four Wells (AL): Open only by written permission between June l and September 30 of any year. Write to landowner: Mr. W. 
M. Savalle at 334 Island Dr., Scottsboro, AL 35768. You must fill out a liability form which he will send you and have written 
permission from him in return before visiting the pit. Area is frequented by his guests so please do not try to sneak in. 

• Gouffre (TN): Access landowner requires that cavers be out of the cave and off her land before dark. It is probably best to do 
this cave during daylight savings hours and get an early start. Cavers have been ignoring this request and the access landowner is 
angry. 

• Graham Cove Cave (AL): Landowner may allow occasional small groups, but cavers have worn out their welcome here and the 
cave should be avoided for a while. 

• Green Mountain caves and pits (AL): Most caves and pits in this area are owned by one individual who is adamant about the 
land being closed. Cavers have been arrested for trespassing in this area. Contact a Huntsville Grotto officer for up-to-date 
information about this area. 

• Gross Skeleton Cave (AL): Permission required. For permission to enter upper entrance, contact Mr. Ken Albrecht, 4044 
County Road 77, Scottsboro, AL 35768 (205-259-0744). Permission will only be granted to groups that call ahead and which are 
led by an NSS member. To access the cave via the bottom entrance, obtain permission from the landowner, Mr. Weeks. Mr 
Weeks does not want people to drive through his property, but has allowed cavers to hike through. 

• Guntersville Cavern (AL): Gated. Bat population must not be disturbed. 
• Hairy Pit (AL): (Upper entrance) Avoid during hunting season. 
• Hall's Pit (AL): Closed during hunting season. At other times, contact the landowner ahead oftime for permission. Be aware 

that the landowner is getting irritated at the amount of caver traffic on his land. Landowner: Robert Smith of 3205 Searcy Drive, 
Huntsville, AL 35810. 

• Hardins-Junkyard Cave (TN): Junkyard Cave entrance is on private property and is closed. 
• Hang 'Em High (TN): To park above cave, call Julie or Michelle (615-837-0849) prior to visit (they have mean dogs on the 

property). 
• Hering Cave (AL): Get permission from owner, Magnolia Woodard. 
• Hershel Cave (AL): Permission required. Contact the owner, Jim Gifford (205-776-2137). 
• Honeycutt Cave (TN): Landowner has said that the cave is not closed, but she prefers that it not be visited. Some of the people 

living in the cove get their water from upper Honeycutt Cave and do not like cavers visiting it. Cavers have reportedly been 
confronted by local residents with shotguns concerning this issue. Honeycutt Pit is open. 

• John Fisher Cave (TN): This cave is closed! Cavers in the general area (not the landowner's property necessarily) should be 
aware that the owner of John Fisher Cave has been said to relentlessly follow cavers along the public road with a high-powered 
rifle aimed out his window at them. 

• Johnson's (Saltpeter] Cave (TN): The property adjacent to the cave has a new owner who doesn't mind if people go caving. 
You must, however, park on the main highway (84) or ask the new owner's permission to park to the side of the gate. Do not 
block the gate under any circumstances. 

• Keyhole Cave (??): Keyhole Cave has been reported closed. Does anyone know which Keyhole Cave? 
• Keystone River Cave (TN): Closed during hunting season. 
• Kingston Saltpeter Cave (GA): This cave is owned by a private foundation, but administered by the NSS. It cannot be accessed 

without crossing gated private property. Contact Larry Blair (NSS member, GA) for information. 
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Cave Access (continued) 

• Lamon's Cave: All caves in Lammons Cove are closed unless you are accompanied by Avis van Swearingen or Greg Friez (both 
are Huntsville Grotto members). 

• Laurie's Misery (AL): Permission required. Landowner is Jim Gifford (205-259-3929 D). 
• Long Island Saltpeter Cave (AL): Contact the Chattanooga Grotto (TN) to arrange permission. 
• Lost Creek Cave (TN): Contact Jim Rylander, Jr. (son of the landowner) at 423-376-6837 for permission to cave or camp at Lost 

Creek. There are indications that Mr. Rylander does not want to be besieged by phone calls from cavers. It would probably be 
best if groups consolidated their requests. (Jere II Killian has volunteered to serve as an intermediary and forward consolidated 
requests to Mr. Rylander. Jerell's number is 615-526-3091.) 

• Lost Creek Cove (TN): See above note (under Lost Creek Cave) for information on access to Lost Creek Cave. The land further 
down the road from Lost Creek Cave is owned by Mr. Gene Ed Hale of White County, TN. He has leased it to Big Bottom 
Hunting Club. Iron Cave and the other caves along that road are open,but it probably wouldn't hurt to contact Mr. Hale for 
permission if you plan to cave there often It may help prevent conflicts with the hunting club. Cavers should consider avoiding 
that area during hunting season. 

• Lowery Cave (GA): Lowery Cave is not officially closed. It is, however, a Gray Bat hibernaculum and should not be visited 
during hibernation season. 

• Lumberyard Cave (TN): Closed due to PCP contamination. 
• McAllister Sink Cave (AL): All caves in McAllister Sink are closed. 
• McClungs Hole (AL): Closed during hunting season. 
• Mink Cave (AL): Mink Cave is owned by Ken Albrecht (who also owns the upper entrance of Gross Skeleton). See entry for 

Gross Skeleton (above) for Mr. Albrecht's address. Do not go to Mink Cave without Mr. Albrecht's permission. 
• Montague Cave (TN): Montague Cave should be considered closed at present. Mr. Ridley, the landowner, recently passed away 

and the NPS has not contacted Mrs. Ridley about access to the cave. Please call John Newman (205-495-2672) of the National 
Park Service rather than Mrs. Ridley for access infonnation. 

• Moses' Tomb (AL): Cavers must talk to Russell White's son, who lives in the trailer in the field, before parking in the field and 
visiting the pit. Be aware that Russell may not actually own the pit and it is rumored tbat the owner does not like cavers on his 
land. 

• Mystery Falls (TN): Gated. Contact Buddy Lane of Signal Mountain, TN for access information. 
• Neversink (AL): The Southeastern Cave Conservancy now owns Neversink and the pit is open. Please park only in the 

designated area. If you would like to make a contribution to the Southeastern Cave Conservancy, you may contact them through 
Bill Putnam, 1865 Eagle Summit Court, Lawrenceville, GA 30243 (770-822-0003). 

• Newsome Sinks area: This area is closed to all vehicles. The area is an endangered species habitat and the penalties for 
trespassing are severe. Contact Michael Martin at (205) 498-2580 for more information about cave access in this area. Caves in 
this area include: Mikes Wolf Cave, Peterson's Pit, Sycamore Cave, Hughes Cave (access only through Foxes Lost Cave), Rabbit 
Cave, and Chapel Cave. 

• Noe Cave (AL): Closed during hunting season. 
• Obscure Magnificense (AL): Closed during hunting season. 
• 0. B. Smith Cave (AL): Permission is required to visit the cave. Contact the landowner, Gary Lackey, at P.O. Box 802, 106 W. 

Laurel St., Scottsboro, AL 35766. 
• Owen Spring Cave (TN): Call Ben Long (615-942-6765) a day or so before you plan to visit the cave. Mr. Long is in charge of 

the Sequatchie Water Works, Inc. which draws its water from the cave and will need to shut off its pumps while the cave is 
occupied. Visitors to Owen Springs Cave must be in good health. 

• Peacock Cave (GA): Peacock Cave and all caves in the area are closed. 
• Peacock Hollow area (AL): All caves in Peacock Hollow are closed. Caves in this area include: Cairn Blowhole, Rainpot, and 

Peacock Cave. 
• Pearson's Pit (GA): The bottom access to Pearson's Pit and the parking area beside the Rumley's driveway are closed. Cavers 

reported (5/96) fmding notes on their cars and on the cave sign-in box saying: "Caves are closed, don't ask questions, please 
respect our privacy, no trespassing". 

• Pipeside Pit (AL): Pipeside is closed during hunting season, but open the rest of the year. Contact Jim McCamy (205-574-9344) 
ahead of time for permission to visit the pit. He will want to know how many cavers are in your group and when you plan to go. 

• Procession Mountain Pits: Closed during hunting season. his group of pits includes: Slit Rock Pit, Shaft Drop, Blackwood Pit, 
Procession Pit, Brigadoon Pit, Hammer Saver Pit, and Thorn's Blasted Crack. 

• Richard O'Hara's Bloody Elbow Cave (AL): Closed during hunting season. 
, Roaring River area (AL): Closed. This area has been leased to a turkey hunting club and the road into this area has been gated 

and posted no trespassing. This area includes War Eagle, Roaring River, Roll Tide, Royal Shaft, Skylight Cave, Upper River 
Cave, and any other caves in the vicinity. 

• Rockeater Pit (GA): Access from the bottom is closed. Park as if going to Moses' Tomb and hike over Low Gap. 



Cave Access (continued) 
• Rousseau Well (AL): Access to Rousseau Well is closed due to over-visitation. 
• Russell Cave (TN): The majority of Russell Cave is on property owned by the Ridley family. Mr. Ridley recently passed away 

and the National Park Service has not contacted Mrs. Ridley about access to the cave. The cave is, for now, to be considered 
closed. In the future, please contact John Newman (205-496-2672) of the National Park Service rather than Mrs. Ridley for 
access information. 

• Shelta Cave (AL): Gated. Owned by the NSS. Contact Bill Torode of Huntsville, ALto arrange access. 
• Sitton's Cave (GA): Park at subdivision swimming pool, not on the street Do not change clothes there. 
• Skagnasty Cave (TN): Cave is gated. See entry under "England Cove" for access information. 
• Slime Pit (AL): Permission required. Contact owner, Jim Gifford (205-776-2137). 
• Snail Shell Cave TN): Owen Scott (FL), the owner of the main entrance sink to the cave, is distressed about the amount of 

partying done and the amount of garbage left at the cave. He came very close to closing it. He is generally favorable to cavers, 
however, and it would do us well to make cave clean-up a part of every trip to Snail Shell. 

• Stephen's Gap Cave (AL): Stephen's Gap is closed during hunting season, but open the rest of the year. Please contact Jim 
McCamy (205-574-9344) to obtain permission to visit the pit. He will want to know when you are going and how many cavers 
are in your group. Some Grottos have been sent forms that can be filled out with the above information and mailed or faxed 
ahead of time to Mr. McCamy (of the Scottsboro Rescue Squad). 

• Stolen Well (AL): This cave system is closed. The landowners are extremely upset after the most recent rescue. 
• Summers Double Pot (AL): The landowner, Mrs. Frances Summers, no longer lives on the property. She has moved to 

Rivermont Nursing Home in South Pittsburgh, TN. At this point, it is unclear whether Summers Double and the other caves in 
the area (Chili Pot, Wayne's Murder Hole, Bennet Cove Cave, and No Gain for Pain cave) are still open. 

• Swain Cave: Permission from the landowner, Gary Lackey, is required. See Fargo Well entry for Mr. Lackey's address/phone 
number. 

• Tallucah Cave (AL): Get permission from the landowner, Margaret Henderson. Show her your NSS card. 
• Tom Cave (AL): A void during hunting season. 
• Trenton Well (AL): Open by special permission only. Contact Roger Haley of the Huntsville Grotto (AL) for information. 

Closed during all hunting seasons. 
• 23 Dollar Pit and other pits on hillside (AL): The landowner of the land crossed to access these pits is getting irritated at the 

amount of caver traffic on his land. We should limit the number of caving trips here. Cavers should also be considerate of the 
hunting club at the base of the mountain. 

• Tumbling Rock Cave (AL): Closed Sunday mornings between 11 AM and 4 PM (unless you have pre-arranged the trip with the 
Precise family). Entrance fee is$ 5. Note: The Precise family has provided rooms for cavers to change clothes in behind their 
barn. Please do not change clothes out in the open in their yard! 

• Valhalla (AL): Valhalla (the pit, itself, not just the access!) is completely closed! This includes access from the top. Do not 
trespass. The landowner below the pit is extremely angry at cavers and has asked the local law to arrest trespassers and to tow 
any vehicle parked on his land. (Please do not try to contact him. He adamantly wants nothing to do with cavers.) 

• Varnadoe Cave (AL): Varnadoe cave is now open from the top (due to a new landowner). Park at the fire station. 
• Wicked Splendor Cave (TN): See note for Blowing Spring Cave. 
• Williams Saltpeter Cave (AL): The bottom entrance of Williams Saltpeter Cave is closed. The landowner, Jerry Kallenbach, is 

very angry and has written a letter to the NSS threatening to turn cavers over to the Sheriff (if they survive his dogs and shotgun) 
if they trespass on his land. Do not trespass on posted land in Williams Cove. 

5 

• Will's Welsh Well (AL): Permission is required from the landowner, Gary Lackey (P.O. Box 802, 106 W. Laurel St., Scottsboro, 
AL 35766 or 205-259-3929). 

• Xanadu Cave (TN): Xanadu Cave is gated (the gate has been repaired). For access information and to borrow the key, contact 
Jeff Patton ( 615-432-40 15, work # ). Please hike in rather than drive. The cave has been the focus of a lot of attention due to a 
recent drowning in the river below it. The resulting body recovery required the grading of the road, making access easier. The 
improved access and increased attention to the cave may strain conservation efforts and landowner relations. Please be as 
considerate as possible while visiting. Report any indication of cave vandals to either Jeff Patton or Ned Littell of the East Obey 
Task Force of the NSS. 

Other access of concern to cavers: 
• Melody Mountain ("Scottsboro Mountain"): Scottsboro, AL. The road to Scottsboro Mountain has been gated by the landowner 

in response to caver abuse of the camping area. 
• Mt. Yonah (GA): Mt. Yonah is gated and closed. It's reported that trespassers will be arrested. There's no cave here, but it's 

been a popular place to practice climbing and ropework. 

Information about hunting seasons: Alabama Wildlife Management: 205-242-3486 
Tennessee Wildlife Management: 615-781-6500 
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MINUTES OF ~GULAR MEETING 

'OF 
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CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
June !4; 1996 

; 

P.2 

The regular meeting of Cullman! Grotto of National Speleological 
Society was called to order· on ~uesday, June 4, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Conference Room of the.; Cullman County Public Library by 
Patrick O'Diam. Thirteen members and guests were in attendance. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

The Cullman Grotto has a new me~er·,. Andrew Zerbe from Birmingham, 
who is collecting Alabama Grottp newsLetters. 

Tickets are on sale for the Southeastern Cave Conservancy Heaving 
Gear Raffle.u · 

New NSS membership rates will become effective July 1, 1996. 

Suggestions for this year's gro~to picnic are Neversink and Little 
River Canyon, for either the end of September of middle of October 
after TAG. 

The June grotto trip will be an~ounced. 

A trip report to Green's Well wa~ given by Patrick O'Diam. Green's 
Well is now closed. 

Jeff Lynn reported on a trip toi Larsen's Well. 

The Huntsville Grotto is holding a class at Vertical Reality. 
There is a $10 fee for participation in this class. 

The Cullman County Public Libra~y has requested that the grotto set 
up a display in the library. · Victor Bradford was nominated to 
organize this display. 

' 

There being no further busines~ to come before the meeting, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

After intermission the video "Ti:ailside: Organ Cave" was presented 
by Patrick O'Diam. 

Approved 
Chairman 

Approved ~--~----------------~Secretary 
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C A L E N D E R 

Aug tO-Grotto horizontal trip TBA. 

Aug 23-25-Basic Cave Rescue Seminar, H.C.R.U. Contact Bob Meadows (205)881-8338. 

Sep Hlonthly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm, library. Program: 'A Mam11oth Experience', Kuenn Drake. 

Sep a-Grotto vertical trip TBA. 

Oct Hlonthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, library. PrograRI: 'Cave Safety/Making an Emergency Harness', Chris Marcy, 
Huntsville grotto. 

Oct 10-13-TAG Fall cave-in, Valley Head, AL. Hosted by Dogwood City Grotto. 

SPELEOTHEM MATCH Name wtllltyou see. ma::n llle Spaleall1ems wiltl their_..__ ~ inside. 

ON ROPE 
Congratulations goes aut again to John McCrary for 
winning another rope climbing competition. John won 
the overall competition in the 100m as well as his 
age group at the rope climbing contest at this 
year's S.E.R.A. sum11er cave carnival. Johns time 
was a tad aver :38. With the win he claimed the 
first place prize of a 300-ft. length of PMI. When 
we gain' to Green's John? 

FAREWELL 

Longtille, caver friendly, landowner Russell White 
(lloses' To1b) passed any July 11, 1996. Russell 
died peacefully at the nursing hoae where he had 
resided since his health took a turn for the worse 
two or three years ago. 

COYER PIOTO 

Hefictite Heaven, Fern Cave, Jackson 
Co., AL. Photo by Patrick O'Diam 

MATCH THESE 
1. Aragonite Needles 
2. Cave Coral 
3. Column 
4. Drapery 
S. Flowstone 
6. Helicties 
7. Rimstone Dam 
8. Shields 
9. Soda Straws 
10. Slalactite 
II. St:alagmite 
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LITTLE MORGUE 
July 7, 19% 

Trip Report by D.Drake 

A. Baker 
D.Drak.e 
J.Lynn 
P.O'Diam 

V.Bradford 
S.Drake 
G.Moon 
B. Powell 

The "Grand 01' Lady" of TAG yields 
another "Heaven"· 

Most are aware of Helictite Heaven 
located in the New Fern section of the Fern 
Cave System, but few know of the Guano 
Heaven that awaits them inside the realms of 
Little Morgue. If all good helictites go to 
Helictite Heaven when they die, then all guano 
must go to the Morgue/Little Morgue sections 
of Fern. At least it smells like someting 
crawled up there and died. 

Saturday morning of the 4th of July 
weekend we gathered at the Guntersville 
Texaco, having secured a pennit from N, for 
the trip to Gnat Mountain. Vic was the only 
member of our entourage who had previously 
been to Little Morgue and even then all he had 
done was bounce the 188-ft guano encrusted 
pit just inside the entrance. 

We met Patrick 0. at the foot of the 
mountain as he had just returned from a trip to 
Fantastic mere hours before. (Trip Report?) 
The hunting club erected cable that usually 
stops vehicles a mile or so shy of the trail head 
was down, so advancement was possible, 
however, we played like good little scouts and 
parked our vehicles where we normally do and 
hiked in. Our choices were to hike the well 
beaten path to the Fern sink then walk on 
around to Little Morgue or blaze our own trail 
up the mountainside and eliminate the half-mile 
hike from Fern to Little Morgue. We opted for 
the latter. We eventually yearned for the 
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former. The trail-less jaunt uphill wasn't so 
bad, it was locating the entrance that took the 
better part of two hours. Our plan was to find 
the Morgue Sink frrst then go on over to Little 
Morgue. 

Once we decided that we had reached 
the right bench level, the question was "is 
Morgue to the right or to the left?". Vic took 
Qff right and I took off left while the rest of the 
group waited. An eternity later Vic located the 
sink, 100 feet higher and directly above where 
the group had been waiting. We could have 
literally thrown a rock into the sink from where 
they were sitting. Damned foilage. 

You can smell Little Morgue before 
you can see it The pungent aroma of guano 
permiates one's olfactories to a point of near 
lightheadedness.(Like that line? ... me either, 
how's this). The smell of bat crap makes you 
want to puke. 

The entrance is located in a small sink 
not more than 150ft from the massive Morgue 
Sink. The small, tight mouth of Little Morgue 
opens into a good-sized room approximately 
30X80ft with a dogleg to the left. Two 
passages lead from the room, one to another 
even smaller entrance and the other to parts 
unknown. Many of the rocks and much of the 
floor in this entrance room is iced with a thin 
layer of guano. Tucked in the back right 
comer of the room is a 188ft pit that drops into 
Fern's middle cave. This pit is where the 
"guano hits the fan". Most ofthe area around 
the top of the pit supports a layer of dung six 
to eight inches in depth, however, in places it 
is several feet deep. 

A 300ft rope is what we used to drop 
the pit. Allow about 50ft for rigging. Facing 
the pit we found a place to the left that allowed 
us to drop the rope virtually free of guano. The 
rappel is a dry one, except for an occassional 
shower of poo poo that the rope knocks off, 
and ends. to begin with, on a large ledge. If 
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you came to bounce the pit, this is where you 
would rig in to ascend. If you want to do cave, 
you would drop another 30-40ft into the 
middle cave. I was the only one who chose to 
do the second drop. The guano in the entrance 
room is a child-size portion to what adorns the 
floor, the walls, everything in this lower 
section of cave. In 25 years of caving I've 
never seen anything like it The floor feels like 
spongecake the guano is so deep. At one point 
I was standing on a pile of feces 1 0-12ft deep. 
The passag~ continues on through a keyhole 
back to another drop of 60ft or so. I did not 
make it back to the drop as I was by now out 
of ear shot of the rest of the group gathered at 
the bottom of the main drop waiting to ascend 

Vic opted not to drop the pit this day as 
he was suffering from a touch of exhaustion 
after having climbed up and down the 
mountain twice in search of the sink. As 
mentioned, he had yo-yoed the pit years 
earlier. He kept commenting that he didn't 
remember the guano being so thick. Evidently 
there have been many, many bowel movements 
since then. 

I cut my teeth on Fern in 1971 and the 
excitement and passion I have for this cave has 
been brought to head again with the trip to 
Little Morgue. I had never seen this portion of 
the cave and still have not seen enough of it 
I'm sittin' on ready if anyone wants to go play 
in some #2. 

CANDID CAVER 

CAVE SAFETY TIP #6: Never rig rope arorutd neck. 
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FROM THE MAILBAG 

CHATTANOOGA GROTTO TAGLINE, JULY '96: 
Liz Shrewsbury reports that a register has been installed 
in Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave. The register and contents 
have been placed in the front of the first room of the 
cave. The register will be used to check traffic flow since 
the new gate has been put in place and keys have been 
mailed to those making donations. 

BIRi\11NGHAM NEWS/ASSOCIATED PRESS, 

JULY'%: 
. AUTRANS, France - Rescuers brought two of 
four surviving cave explorers to the surface Friday, 
after almost a week trapped in one of Europe's 
deepest caverns. Two spelunkers died in the Berger 
cave on Wednesday, after underground floods from 
heavy rains and a freak summer snowstorm pinned 
the group down July 6. Since Monday, more than 100 
rescuers have· struggled to save them. Searchers 

· brought out spelunkers William Stead of Britain and 
Karoly Tompa of Hungary on Friday. The two are 

ring from fatigue and hypothermia, and were . 
wn by helicopter to the French Alps city of .. .-:· : 

oble for treatment. The remaining two · · · · · · 
sulVivors- Zsolt Nemeth, 27, and Nikolos Nyerges, 
29, both Hungarians - are still some 2, 700 feet 
below the surface. Rescuers hope to bring them up 
today or Sunday. 

AUTRANS, France- The last of 
· four surviving cave explorers was 
-pulied from one of Europe's deepest 
grottos Sunday, tired and 
undernourished after being trapped 
for a week but otherwise unhurt. 
Miklos Nyerges, 29, of Hungary, was 
:supported by a series of ropes, too 
! weak to climb out of the the Berger 
Cave on his own. Two other 
spelunkers in Nyerges' group died a 
week ago during flash-flooding in 
the cave, 375 miles southeast of 
Paris. Nicola Perrin, 31, of Britain 

'and Istvan Torda, 25, of Hungary 
were killed Wednesday. Their 
bodies are badly decomposed and 
remained 1,650 feet to 2,640 feet 
below the surface. The cave is 3.686 
feet deep. It could take about two 
more days to retrieve the bodies, 
said rescue team leader Albert 
Oyhancabal. Searchers brought out 
spelunkers William Stead of Britain 
and Karoly Tompa of Hungary on 
Friday, and Hungarian Zsolt 
Nemeth on Saturday. 
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POODLE CAVE 
By D.Drake 

July 5. 1996 

D.Drake P.O'Dimn 

If I needed an excuse to go caving. I had one .. two 
actually. Long holiday weekend. and wife and kids out of 
town. 

Pat and I left at 6pm to go back to a cave we had 
partially done two years ago. On that trip we made it back. to 
the cave's second drop but had to stop for lack of rope. 

Poodle Cave is located in Newsome's Sink not far 
from Log Cave. In fact, Poodle is almost identical to Log for 
the first 200 ft .. Even the entrance looks similar. The 
alternating stoopwalkJh.ands and knees crawl passage leading 
back to a 25ft. pit is not quite as wide as Log's and is a bit 
rougher on the knees when you forget the knee pads. Both 
caves have stream passages emptying into their pits but that's 
where the similarity stops. 

Poodle is a wet cave and. for the most part, a 
single solution passage. About 250ft into the cave a pamage 
takes off to the left termirulting in a small dome and 400ft in 
a passage originating in a junction room leads to the surl8ce 
and the Spider entrance. Other than those two exceptions the 
only passage is the stream passage. 

Legend has it that Poodle was named for the 
abundance of "poodles" (puddles) one encounters in the 
stream passage. During normal conditions these puddles are 
usually knee deep or less. however, during wet weather 
you'll find them waist deep or better. In extremely wet 
weather Poodle should be avoided all together. With a1ot of 
effort one can stay dry back to the junction room. gmnted 
there was minimal water emptying into the entrance pit. but 
at the junction room one must wade across a fairly large pool 
of water . waist to chest deep. It is here that you find out 
how the Spider entrance got it's name. There are spiders 
everywhere. Healthy spiders. I wasn't able to discern 

completely what type of spiders they were, 
but the looked awfully close to a brown recluse. 
They had what appeared to be the distinguishing "violin" 
marking. however brown recluses, generally speaking. like 
dry areas and are usually not the size of the spiders cli:ngjDg 
to the walls and ceiling of Poodle, however, the 
resemblences were to close to say they weren't recluses. 400ft 
beyond the junction room the stream falls 15ft onto a 
balcony in the largest room in he cave. From this balcony the 
water falls another 38ft to the floor. this is where Pat. Knenn. 
Shane, Amel and I were stopped on our previous trip. Today 
we had the rope to rig the pit. This is really a nice drop, but 
you will get soaked. Once both of us had descended. we 
checked our watches and determined that if we were to make 

our call out. we'd best head for the surface. We explored 
around the room a few minutes before ascending. The only 
thing of note found was a dead. 14in copperhead .. The cave 
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continues on for another 2000ft or more but this day we 
would have to be satisfied with ptllbing the cave 381t further 
than we did in '94. 

BAT FAX 
Giant ftytns foxes that live In Indonesia have~ 
of nearly six feet. 

Answers to Speleothem Quiz 
1. D 
2. K 
3. G 
4. F 
5. H 
6. A 
7. J 
8. I 
9. c 
10. B 
11. E 

Hope you did weir and had fun. 
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Cilretaker Danny Lewis is one of a handful 
of people allowed in Cathedral Caverns. 

Cathedral Caverns could-·op~n in '97 
By David White 
News staiT writer 

GRANT 

D
anny Lewis drove his Dodge truck up a hill· 
side of pasture and wonds in oortb Mars ball 
County and back down the 128-foot wide, 
40-foot-tall mouth of an underground lime

stone chamber big enough to swallow two football 
fields. 

Indians u5e\f this cave perhaps asl<in& as 8,000 
years ago as a place to cook deer and turkey, accord
:!\~J.he bones, charcoal and spear points they left 

It's been officially closed since 1988, but state park 
officials hope to have it open for public tours within 
two years. 

The eave, now part of the 461-aere Cathedral Cav· 
ems State Park. extends past its opening chamber to 
ramble for about two miles inside hardwond-covered 
hills. The darl: inside keeps the air cool, at about 60 
degrees year-round. 

Wbere worm outside air met cool eave air one day 
last week, a cloud formed at the chamber's mouth 
and stretched hundreds of feet inside, oear where a 
padlocked fence topped with barbed wire blocked the 
way to.tbe root ol the eave. 

I.r.wis. a lahorrr fnr lht' .c;;tate c·mL~E"rvation depart· 
m•nt, opened the lock and ted two visitors through Ca
thedral Caverns, whi<'h several experts called 0111! ot 
the most spectacular "shmv caves" in America. 

Past thP opening cavern and daylight's glow, a trail 
runs through another chamber perhaps 1.000 feet 
df>rp. Irs tallflr and wirll"r than tOO fret, iL'\ nonr 
ll'Wkrrl with houldc·rs thnt tlrnpj)ed from its shper 
\Valls and ceiling, some'" long ago that stalagmites 
grow on them. 

The 3,600-foot-long path moves past Boulder lloule
varp. over a stream call•~ Mystery River and 
through a 254-foot, manmade tunnel cut through ap.. 
ant stalactite. 

Water glides in silence past many thousands of 
limestone formations shaped by untold years of water 
drops leaving behind traces of dissolved white lime
stone. the \Vhite sometimes stained with iron and 
other minerals that paint in tans, browns, grays and 
reds. 

A 60-foot-tall column called Goliath stand.• near the 
tunnel. The figure was formed when a stalactite hang
ing from the ceiling reached a stalagmite nn the floor. 
Goliath's base is 180 !Pel. 

A flowstone wall. shaped by limestone-depositinJ 
water hugging a wall instead of dripping from a ceil
ing, towers over the path for more than 200 feet, filled 
with ridges, rills and runs of adorning stalactites. 

"They have nothing in Mammoth 
to compare with this. Absolutely 
nothing," said VamedOP.. 

John French of Huntsville. who 
joined. Vamedoe and o~ers in 
mappmg Cathedral Caverns, agreed 
that Mammoth Cave National Park 
offers quantity but not the quality of 
Cathedral Caverns, which he called 
"one of the best, if not the best. show 

.. caves in the Soutba.t: • 
. ; .!'It's an ideal caw far the public 

,4 to see.. It's very tarae lad airy. The 
;~ formations are exceptfaaally large 
· ,a well-decorated.• said Fmlcl1. 
"\)~abo hu expland II~ f¥ 
- C!aves in America and China since 
.. 1960. '· .:.. -:.· 

Vamedoe said the cave's wide
open spaces make it perfect for 
tours. "The formations themselves 
are massive. they're pretty and 
they're profuse," he added. "There 

·are so many for only one area. it sort 
of overwhelms you: 

Nf"WS STAFF ~lltiTO · II)E SDrlt,fR 

_-:;:"-'-''·<I C""'"'-· '"' lll;h--, " ilrnestone chamber bigger than two football fields. 

But Cathedral Caverns. operated 
as a private attraction starting in 

SONGER' 

Auother flowstone formatioa, the 
~ Waterfall. sits by a • .:.~ " 
reflecting pool. .. 1'- _;__ ~ .: 
: :Lewis' favorite part of the ca.;.~· ~ 
Clllll~ near the path's end at the .. t 
Stalagmite Forest, a crowd of gray, 
tan and white limestone figures 
sb.iped like spires and minarets, 
smokestacks, totem poles, -· 
skyscrapers and fire-scarred pine 
trees, rising, 15, 20, 30 and 
sometimes 40 feet high. 

Bill V arnedoe of Huntsville, who 
helped map Cathedral Caverns in 
1993, said Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park and Lechguilla cave, 
both in New Mexico. outshine 
Cathedral Caverns in size and 
weaith of stalactites. flow walls and 
other formations. 
; But not many other caves in 

America can compare, said 
V arnedoe, 73, a retired electrical 
engineer who said he has walked 
and crawled through hundreds of 
caves. 

Loray Caverns in Virginia has 
spectacular formations, but it's 
shorter, he said, while Mammoth 
Cave in Kentucky extends for more 
than 300 miles but isn't nearly as 
beautiful. · 

the 1950s, passed through UU'ee 
owners before it closed in July 1986. 
The state bought it for $450,000 in 
1987, never having opened it to the 
general public. 

"Those of us who would like to see 
it open think they're moving too 
slowly, but I can't really blame 
them," Vamedoe said. "They don't 
have any money, and it takes 
money." 

State officials did get a $1.4 
million federal grant in 1993, and 
spent about $300.000 to build a 
138-foot long bridge that extends 35 
feet above Mystery River. 

Heavy rains outside can turn it 
into a torrent of water that. cramped 
in narrow channels. can rise 30 fe 
or more above its usual level. The 
concrete bridge, finished four 
months ago. was built about 20 feet 
above a wooden one constructed 
decades ago. 

State park director Gary Leach 
said a contract should be awarded 



19TH ANNUAL TAG FALL CAVE-IN 
HOSTED BYTHE DOGWOODCITI"GROTTO 

OCTOBER 10-13. 1996 
SEQUOYAH CAVERNS C'\M.PGROUND 
VALLEY HEAD. ALABAAlA 

I PRINCIPAL REGISTRANT NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 
PHONE: 
NSS NUMBERAND GROTTO: 
GUEST 1 NAME: 
GUEST 2 NAME: 
GUEST 3 NAME: 

PRINCIPAL REGISTRANT MUST BE 18 YEARS OLD. JV\AXIJ\\UM OF 3 GUESTS TO EACH PRINCIPAL REGISTR.fu'\;T. 
EXCEPTION: FAMILIES OF MORE THAN 4 CAN BE REGISTERED ON 1 FORM. NO ONE UNDER 18 WILL BE 
ADMITTED WITHOUT APPROPRIATE ADULT SUPERVISION-- YOU MAY BE ASKED FOR YOUR ID. 

REGISTRATION FEES: IF PRINCIPAL REGISTRANT IS A CURRENT NSS MEMBER, PRE-REGISTER FOR $15 PER 
PERSON. NON-NSS MEMBERS PRE-REGISTER FOR $25 PER PERSON. GUESTS PAY THE SAME AS PRINCIPAL 
REGISTR.At"H. FEES INCREASE AT THE GATE TO $25 FOR NSS MEMBERSAND$35 FOR NON-NSS MEMBERS. 

PRE-REGISTRATION FEES: PER PERSON #OF PEOPLE TOTALCO:'T 

NSS MEMBERS AND GUESTS $15 

NON-NSS MEMBERS AND GUESTS $25 

CHILDREN (U AND UNDER) FREE . 
DOGS (LEAVE THEM AT HOME IF POSSIBLE} $15 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST (HOST: WALKER CO. RESCUE) $5 

T-SHIRTS: PRICE WHAT SIZE? TOTAL COST 

SHORT SLEEVE: SMALL. MEDIUM, LARGE. XLARGE. XXLARGE $15 
SWEAT SHIRTS: MEDIUM. LARGE. XLARGE $20 

RESERVED CAMPSITE; $15 NUMBER: 

CALL TO (770) 564-9774 TO RESERVE CAMPSITE - RESERVATION HELD FOR 4 vVEEKS. THEN RELEASED. 

PRE-REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 1 SEPTEMBER IN ORDER TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT. 
TAG FALL CAVE-IN IS HELD RAIN. SHINE, WIND, HAIL, HEAT, FREEZE, TORNADO, HURRICANE, ETC. 

ORDERING YOUR T-SHIRTS IN ADVANCE WILL GUARANTEE YOUR SIZE. DOGS MUST BE KEPT ON A LEASH :\T 
ALL TIMES. NO AIR HORNS, BOMBS. OR GENERATORS ALLOWED. VALLEY HEAD, AlABAMA IS LOCATED IN A 
"DRY COUNTI"'. ON-SITE REGISTRATION WILL OPEN ON THURSDAY. CAMPS SET UP BEFORE ON-SITE 
REGISTRATION OPENS WILL HAVE TO PAY SEQUOYAH CAVERNS CAMPGROUND A CAMPING FEE. 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER (NO CASH PLEASE) PAYABLE TO DOGWOOD CITY GROTTO. C/0 PATrY 
SPRINGER. 811 HERITAGE VALLEY ROAD. NORCROSS. GEORGii\.30093. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
DIRECTIONS. CALL PATTY AT 770-564-9774 IN THE EVENINGS. VENDORS SHOULD CONTACT JOE ABBOTT i\T 
770-445-4220. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AGAIN THIS YEAR! 
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MINUTES OF R$GULAR MEETING 

~F 
. j I ' 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIO'~ _S-PELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
July_ ·.z.;l .l996 : 

:The regular meeting of Cullman./ G~otto· o;e National Speleological 
Society was called to order on ~ursday, July 2, 1996 at 7:30p.m. 
in the conference room of the :Cullman County Public Library by 
David Drake, Chairman. 16 memb~rs and· gu:ests were in attendance. 

The minutes were read and appro~ed. 
' ' 

A letter was received from t~ei _Southeastern Cave Conservancy 
·requesting that we issue anotljl.e;l:' . checki for our $100 ·donation 
towards the acquisition of Nev$r:sink, due to the fact that the 
Cullman Grotto check was never.~eceived. 

The Cullman Grotto applied to th~ Sarah Corrie fund for $250, which 
was rejected. ' 

i I 

John McCra:J:y' s · wife will work Jo~ desigi ideas for the Cullman 
Grotto patch, to be submitted to the NSS. 

, I 
Little River Canyon had been chqs·en for the Grotto picnic this 
year. 

i 

1996 NSS Convention a~ ·Salida, Cci>l¢rado - poll for attendailc.e is 4. 
. I ; . 

PMI is to donate 1000' of rope.~o~_contests at the convention. 
' ' 

Vertical Reali;:.y classes held inj.ahntsv"illle were attended by Harold 
Cal vert and John McCrary. : . 

i . 
i 

Trip reports were given by Har91*. Calve~ and Scottie Arrington. 
Harold reported a trip to Guffey:Cave in G~ant and Scottie reported 
a trip to Green's Cave and two tr,ips to Neversink. 

' ' 
"i ' 

The key . has been received to Ce~ar'. Ridge 'crystal cave. 

The July Grotto trip will e iJ~ly 6, 1996 to Little Morgue. 
Everyone wishing to participate1 is to meet at the Cullman Public 
Library at 7 :·30 a.m. ! · 

! 
There being no further busines~ . ito ·come· before the meeting,, tll.e 
meeting was adjourned. After intermiss·ion a video presentation was 
made by David Drake. 

Approved 
Chairman 

Approved ~------------------~-ri · 
Secretary 1 



- Prepared Sy 1 

. ' ' 
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CALENDER 
Sep 7-Grotto picnic, Little River Canyon state park. Those needing ride or directions meet at library at 8:00am. 

Oct 1-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullinan public library. Program TBA. 

Oct 10-13-TAG Fall Cave-in, Valley Head, AL. Hosted by Dogwood City Grotto. 

Nov 5-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullinan public library. Program TBA. 

Nov 9-Grotto vertical trip to Neversink. Meet at library at 7:30am. 

Dec 3-Monthly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullinan public library. Program TBA. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
=================================--==:============~============================--=======--== 

BEGINNER CLASSES TO START 

Werner's Trading Co. in Cullman will begin novice 
level classes in September for basic rappeling, 
climbing and caving. Each course will last 3-4 
lessons and will include in-field instruction. The 
classes will be taught by John McCrary. For 
information on cost. dates, times, etc .. contact John 
or Werner's Trading Co. Persons completing this 
basic training will then, hopefully, join the grotto. 

SCC RAFFLE UPDATE 
For those who were wondering about the 
status of the latest Southeastern Cave 
Conservancy ticket raffle, the raffle will be 
concluded at this year's TAG Fall Cave-In. 
Those who purchased tix are vying for PMI 
Gift Certificates. 1st Prize-$300 Gift Cert. 

2nd Prize-$200 Gift Cert. 
3 rd Prize -$100 Gift Cert. 

Raffie tickets are still available at $5 each. 
See D.Drake for details. 

eww fPKW~ 
Unofficial Grotto Cover Boy Shane Drake at 
entrance to Megawell, Jackson Co., AL, 
prior to it's being closed. Photo by Patrick 
O'Diam. 

MORE SCC NEWS 

SCC Chairman Bill Putnam writes that a 
smaller version of the parking area display at 
Neversink is being constructed at the cave. 
This sign will provide additional information 
to that which is on the parking area sign. 
Also representatives of the Alabama Chapter 
of the Nature Conservancy are working on a 
biological assessment of the property. A 
re-vegetation project has already begun, and 
several areas around the pit are marked "off 
limits" to allow the plant life to recover from 
trampling and over-use. A photographic 
documentation and monitoring project will 
be started in the near future. 

The sec is also in negotiations with 
landowners and significant others in hopes it 
will lead to the acquisition of Tiftonia Pit, 
Airtplane Cave, Horse Skull Cave, and 
Anderson Cave. Other aquisitiotl projects 
include Cemetary Pit and Kennamer Cave. 

The sec could use your support. 
Yearly dues are $1 5 and go toward the 
ftmding of SCC aquisitions. See D.Drake if 
interested in joining. 



CULLMAN GROTTO FLOWSTONE 

MRS. MILLER'S CAVE 
August 3, 1996 

B.Powell NSS 38911 

A.Baker V.Bradford B.Powell 

It was a dark and stormy night. Well, it 
was dark and stormy anyway on a Friday night 
when I recieved a phone call from Victor 
Bradford. He had a chance to do some caving 
at the last minute and was trying to put a trip 
together. I wasn't sure I could go but said if I 
could get out of not going, I would. Sure 
enough, at 8:30am I was at the library 
consuming a Hardee's biscuit and gravy, 
waiting for whomever else was going to show. 
Arion and Victor came wheeling in about nine 
and said they were it so we three headed for 
Morgan City, home of all manner of 
dubiousness. We stopped in Arab, at Hardee's 
no less, and again further up the road so Vic 
could get his milk fix. 

After a few good guesses and a couple 
of wrong turns we arrived. We parked off the 
road, barely, then made our way through easy 
walking in the general direction that Vic 
remembered as "the way". We could have 
easily driven to within a hundred feet or so of 
the opening. but that would have required 
having permission and we didn't have it. 

The cave entrance at Mrs. miller's is 
fenced in, kind o[ Apparently the property 
once had cattle roaming on it and the owners 
were concerned about them falling in the 
opening. No self respecting cow could ever 
have entered this whole, but from the pile of 
bones just into the cave, a large number had 
tried just that... with limited success. Anyway, 
the entrance is small and steep. We strung a 
handline down from a tree to assist our access. 
We handed our equipment down to Vic and 
made our way past many cow bones to a small 
chamber with standing room. This entrance 
room and much of the front por1ions of the 
cave walls were covered with moisture droplets 
due to the air pressure rising outside forcing 
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moist air in against the cool interior. It looks 
neat when illuminated. 

To gain access further, we had to 
squeeze Vic through an even smaller hole. He 

made it so we knew it could be done and 
rigging another handline to a handy stone 
outcropping made it even easier. 

The min cavern structure seems to 
consist of meandering canyon passage. At the 
top it is possible to simply step across the 95ft 
or so canyon. vic says there are five or more 
pits, but they appear to all tie together. 
Anyway, we chose a place to safely hang a 
rope and made our descents into the canyon 
leaving one person up top just in case as they 
say. Mrs. Miller's has some very nice 
formations in several different areas. Also, 
some running stream passage, labeled with a 
#?. on the wall, goes and goes with an 
unobstructed overhead through narrow 
walkway. I followed it for a few hundred feet 
of easy walking before it opened into a dome 
chamber with who knows how many leads 
taking off from it. Still the canyon passage 
went on and I would have liked to have kept 
going but that will just have to wait til another 
trip. By now Vic had worn a hole in his boot 
and didn't want to risk getting his teet wet, also 
it was three o'clock in the afternoon so we 
decided to head back. We coiled Arion's rope 
and made our way back to the entrance. 
Getting out of that tight little hole was even 
more of a challenge than crawling in. If not for 
our handlines, it would have been necessary to 
do more than just tum sideways and wiggle. 

All-in-all I thought it was a pretty neat 
cave. It hasn't been explored as extensively as 
many, which in itself makes it more appealing. 
The entrance is a bit of challenge; but this 
cave is well worth doing and I for one am 
ready to go again. So get out and make it 
happen. 

BAT FAX 
The world's smallest mammal is the bumble bee bat of 

Thailand, weighing less than a penny. 
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A FAN'mSTICAILY T1RESCiiE EXPER1Fl«::E 

Rocky Dunn 
Randy Dunn 

July 5 - 6, 1996 
Scottie Arrington 
Patrici;: o~Diam 

After >·Tork on Friday evening, I returned ra~idly to ;Jet my gear together for 
our little tri;? to Georgia. I ;uess about 5:30 p.m. or so, Scottie shm•ed up at 
my house ~~-i th Randy. We got everything ready and s>vung by to pick up Rocky. We 
made it to Trenton, GA just about dark, and then enjoyed the rest of the trip s~·1ervi 
in and out of the reflectors on the road. We arrived at the parking area about 
9:00 p.m. only to find 4 cars there from all over. We thought the cave would be 
:?acked 11i ti1 people. so vie took our time up the mountain hof)eful that they would 
be leaving soon. Also, that gave us a good reason to stop and rest our out of shape 
bodies. We made it to the mouth of the cave about 10:00 and rested for a 'vhile 
with high hopes that the other ~ople >-rould soon exit the cave. We thought that 
surely they were not dumb enough to do the same midnight run like >ve ~iere doing. 
They had not exited by 10: 30 P. H., so \·Te entered 

We entered into a nice bore-hole passage with a small stream running down it. 
Just inside, 1.,re made a short break to let our eyes adjust from the bright starlight 
to the cooL musty feeling dark cave~ Our eyes adjusted. fast and 'tie uere off down 
the nice tunnel back to the 125 foot varm-up pitu Ther:~ Tole realized .that there 
were no cavers in the cave .. or if there v;rere, they 1-1ere ·;rreat cavers that could 
9et dmm the pit 1·1ithout riggin<;; a rope. Scottie riggec to t:1e bolts and ~•e all 
1vent dmm then back through some up and cmm i?assage until 1·1e arrived at the short 
18 foot climb-up. That ~•as a good 1-1ay to lcill some timev We finally made it cac:: 
to THE PIT. It sure w-as a long ':lay down! Someone had ~ut a rope alon; the ledge 
you have to cra1·1l around., making the entire situation seem very much like Surpris~ 
or:ly the rope 1:as ~ inch or better and too big to eli? our safeties into. We 2.1.!. 
m.:C.;:: it across anci pulled the ro"9e out of the -rack. Arlon must have spent endles:; 
:--.ours tie 1 n that thing up in some strange 1-ray. Luc~:y for him: it all carne out d t.i1 
out too much trouble. I'm not too much of a bolt fa!1, so >fhen Scottie told me to 
;;o dmm first 0!1. the rope that he had tied some self-adjusting bovt-line and hooked 
tc a loose bolt and a good one, and then bac1-::in; u:; to another bolt, all of 1-lhich 
uere in the ceiling of the pit. in a 8 inch crack allow·ing the rope to hang free 
of the lip, I had mixed feeling-s. (that uas a lon:;, n1;1-on sentence!) We pulled 
some slack in the rope and I rig;ed in. When Scottie let the slack go .• it just 
pulled me ~ight off the lip ~i~ht ove~ a 586 foot pit. Scottie made the sly remark 
of, "lvell, I guess my knot ••orked. " 

The first 100 feet or so I had to feed the rope to get going. I be~;an to uonce 
if I voulci ever find the bottom or not. I loved the rappel.I., Randy came do1m ne;~t 
then follm<ed by an upside-dmrn t"::qpell by both Rocky and Scottie. Scottie >>as 
the fi~st to climb and afte~ he ~ot 100 feet u:;> or so .. I got on and climbed. I 
had a ha~d time climbing because the Petzl C~oll that I had just had so>m up by 
John <rould not track. I had to pull it u~J on each step. I lias having mean thought: 
t01•ard Johr>r but I later found out it vas not the so~m harnc::-s. It 1 s just that 
Petzl <.<ill not tract on Scottie's rope. It vas a hard.. long climb in \-lhich 90"/o 
of it vas done in the dark \lith no lights on. When Scotti.:: made it to the top and 
off LO[)e Randy got on after me to s;;eed the climbs U?· I made it to the top and 
off rope so Rocky started climbing. The t1ro-on-a-m:;:>e system at all times seemed 
to ~mrk :.,;ell because all 4 of us ;ot to the to~) in just a little over an hour. 
We i:)Ulled u-:~ and mace our 1ray back out the long~ l:a~d cave ~assage that 1-ra.s a piece 
of cake on the Tlfay in. The i25 foot ~;arm-u? )it ·.;as t:1e longest 125 foot :;:>it I've 
ever seen. It felt more like 300 feet. We all maae it u~J and then we 2):ited th.e 
cave just about the time the slm ><as com in<; t.:). ~lie sat just outside the cave for 
just a sho:::-t time to catch our t::-eJ.t:1, anc:i i:!i2n 11eaded C:o:,71 tne mountain. We m3de 
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it to our cars about 6:45 A.M. and changeci and got cleaned up. All those cars from 
all over were still there. I really loved Fant~stic. It T:;as 1-1ell worth the • .. rai t. 
It is one I hope to visit again soon 

Rocky and Randy rode bacJ.: >rith Scottie so they could get horne and get some 
sleep. Myself: v!ell I had to sto? in Trento~ for a 15 min. nap, but I then mace 
it on dmm to the Paint Rock Valley/ ~-;here I took another 1 hour nap. TI1en I met 
up •;;i th Victor and the rest of tbe gang to go to Fern 3.nd do the Little Morgue .. 
I tvas a tired puppy after th<>t weekend. 

Fruit Bats· ~ -.J 
f ruit bats live in Africa, Asia, Aus-
tralia, Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
Polynesia. They eat fruit and flower 
nectar. Their eyes are large and 
their noses are long. Some fruit bats 
have tongues as long as their bodies 
so they can reach inside flowers. 

BEAUTIFUL RUSHMORE {South Dakota) 
BOYDEN (California) 
BRIDAL (Missouri) 

BRISTOL (Tennessee) 
CAMERON (Missouri) 
CRYSTAL (Pennsylvania) 

CARLSBAD (New Mexico l 
CASCADE (Texas) 
COSMIC (Arkansas) 

CRYSTAL LAKE (Iowa) 
CUMBERLAND (Tennessee) 

FORBIDDEN (Tennessee) 
INNER SPACE (Texas) 

L~..,-RIVER RESERVATION (New Hampshire) 
LOST WORLD (West Virginia) 

MARENGO (Indiana) 
MARK TWAIN (Missouri) 

MARVEL (Missouri) 
MERAMEC (Missouri) 

MERCER (California) 
MOTLOW (Tennessee) 
MYSTIC (Arkansas) 

NATURAL BRIDGE (Virginia) 
ONONDAGA (Missouri) 

PERRY·s (Ohio) 
RACCOON MOUNTAIN (Tennessee) 

RIO CAMUY (Puerto Rico) 
SEA LION (Oregon) 
SENECA (Ohio) 

SQUIRE BOONE (Indiana) 
TALKING ROCKS (Missouri) 

WAR EAGLE (Arkansas) 
WONDERLAND {South Dakota) 
WYANDOTTE (Indiana) 

CAVES - SEARCH #1 

N A T N U 0 M N 0 0 C C A R F N 

R 0 A D S R Y R 0 R L K Y L 0 V R 

E A R N A S T G 0 R R N A L D 

K G R E T B N R T 0 L 0 B N W R L L 

A N D ME S SAEV C T D R C L 

L A C R A L V R D N K A 0 A R 

L S C A R R C R R D 0 R S W M D A E 

A Y M E B B A R E A A K T S u s "' 
T R 

S R 

0 N M L N S M C S 0 R T R Y u 

V R E ~ A E 0 0 C B R 0 R L 0 

Y E R 0 M H S U R L U F T U A E B 

R P N R D M R G R U V R D N T A W E 

C N R 0 E N N L E W T N R S T C 0 R 

E V E R A L V T A A Y R A N L 

M R C D K l G L L T R N S 0 A T U 

A E R L Y A A N R N C 0 C N R 0 Q 

R J A W E 0 R E T E l A D N R M S 

E T A R K R B R S N D A W N S T R S 

M R A J R M 0 V 0 E G N R A T 0 W 

R W S T U N G S l A W N 0 N l Y E S 

R E C A P S R E N N R W R 0 W E 

vmrd search comes fcm CAVES & CA~ 
WORD SEARCHES OF AMERICA. LTD. 
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STEPHEN'S GAP TRIP 
July 27, 1996 

By Bernard Powell 

Jimmy Uptain 
Tracy Dover 
Mark ? 

Jon Cammon 
Bernard Powell 

I arrived at the Stuckey's at Lacon at 
8:OOam per the agreed meeting time and 
proceeded to aquire what passes for a breakfast 
special using the limited funds at my disposal. 
Jon's truck pulled up soon and two cripples 
with casts on their legs got out and hobbled 
towards the entrance. At least they matched. 
Breakfast came along, so we all sat down and 
knocked it out while they filled me in on what 
I missed at SERA. 

We were to meet some Birmingham 
cavers in Scottsboro, so we soon headed up 
I-65 to pickup I-565 to Huntsville and from 
there Hwy 72 carried us to Scottsboro. It was a 

. fair day with plenty of sun and temperatures in 
the 90's to look forward to. The drive was 
different from the usual trip through 
Guntersville and up 79, but hey, it was a nice 
drive. The McDonalds in Scottsboro was next 
to a K-Mart so anybody needing batteries or 
such got them there while we waited for the 
guys from B'ham to arrive. After their arrival 
we all headed towards Woodville, which was a 
few miles west of our destination on AL 35. 
Soon we had crossed the railroad tracks and 
parked outside of the now gated road that leads 
up to the gap. 

By eleven we had packed into the pit 
area and proceeded to rig our rope. Stephen's 
Gap is a well used pit with something for 
cavers, photographers, and sightseers alike, 
and today was no exception. Jon hooked in 
and went down first. His bad leg didn't seem to 
bother him at all. We both climbed the eight 
foot slope from the bottom of the pit to the 
passage leading out the walk down entrance 
using a conveniently downed tree. We saw a 
need for a strap to be placed in the expansion 
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bolt near the downed tree to assist those who 
wanted to bottom the pit without rappeling. 
Soon other groups of people arrived and it 
wasn't long before ther were three ropes with 
traffic going up and down. A group from 
Georgia had their kids on rope and doing very 
well. 

Our group explored the cave briefly 
until everyone had had all the fun we could 
stand. We pulled our rope and left around 
2:00pm. The hike out was a breeze ending a 
safe trip. 

The gap provides a very nice place to 
practice vertical techniques, but is off limits to 
cavers during deer and turkey season so plan 
accordingly. 

DDDDDDDDDDDO 
CIG Newsletter Oetober 19§4 

TE3' D.\RKNESS 

.Hike Hamilton 

Drip, drip, drip, 
A tiny drop or water, 
And then another .falls ... !rom 
The tip or a stalactite 
Deep, deep in a .. cave.: 
Drip, d-~ ;- dtip·, ·· 
Each drop leaves behind soce 
Mi'-leral·, and the stalactite grows 
On the. substance le!t behind by the drop-
The drop springs !rolll the earth and slidding, 
Giist.eilingly down the stalactite, then pauSing. 
Before hurtling o!! into blackness below. 
Drip, drip, drip, 
One year, ten years, a thousand years. 
The essence o! a million drops, . 
Solidified in a slilil finger o! stone. . 
Each drop contributing by virtue o! its passing. 
Light! A man is QOving 
Through the cave. 
His back br~shes the stalactite· 
Breaki.J!g it loose and., sending: it crashing 
.TO. ·the :!"loo.r-w · 
Why was he cot careful? 
Has he no resnect for the 
creation o.f' a·thous~d ye~rs _ 
To ~mich a ~illion drous have 
Surrendered ~heir substance? 
·ferhaiJs it was the darkness 
And in st=bling through it 
·Man could not see. 
He is leaving now, !'or 
He has a ho~e to neturn to, 
A fa.Qily to raise, 
A life to lead. 
Drip, drip, drip. 
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BAT OF THE MONTH 
By Jolm Marshall 

Bimringham Grotto Newsletter 

PJ.ecotus !:'3f!.nescru!.!.: ::ta!i.nesque's !Jig 
eared bat 

Desc~i~~!.on: :ore~. ~0-46~: ~in~s9an, 
Z63-30l::!m. The !ur is gray a.bove a.'ld 
nearly ~hite ~,derneath. The base of ~~e 
"hai.: i.s black. The:e are t-.-o di.:>~.:.!lct:.ive 
large lumps on ~~e U?ger sides of ~~e snout:, 
and long hairs ?roject: beyond ~~e toes 
(Bar!:lour and Davis, 1969) 

Distribut!.on: This scecies occurs year round 
and stat:ewide in Uabama • ( Hall and ?Celson 
l959, and Sarl:lour and Davis 1969). 

Habitat: Big-eared bats inhabit forested 
reqions. The :nales are solitary durinq- the 
summer, roosting in hollow trees, bu.ildinqs, 
and crevices. ~e females roosts in nursery 
colonies during the summer. ~he usually use 
buildings, and less fre~ently caves. These 
nursery colonies range in size from a hal; 
dozen to several dozen bats (Sarbour and Davis 
1969). -
This species someti=es in~its attics of 
occupied house~. They p::efer dila?i-:iated 
buildings, though, that are par~ially lighted. 
(Barbour and Davis, 1969). 
P. raf!.nescruii winters in caves and ~ines, 
usually ~n che ~H~light zone within ~out 100 
feet of ~~e e~trances. They aw~~en and =ove 
about quite often duri~g ~he winter. The 
winter colonies do not ooc:!in great densities 
(Barbour and Cavis, 1969) 
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HliNTSVIL.L.E OROTIO NBWSL.ETIER 

niE3URS F.LTL m GARY SELF 

••• :Oenneth Kifer, David Jones, John ?restage, 
George ~-i::Sl·lsk:~:r .~.. june 15, l315g. On ~ hot 
3ticky S<ln::!a;· lllOrninq, o:1r group frolll Ga-1sden 
wtet John ~rast~l!;e i:< '.."oodville. ",'/e hadn!t de
<Jide.-:1 en a cave earlier, b~t 3oon ac;retYl to go 
to th3 ~iaw ::J~ction in 3ary !::elf. l'ie arrived 
at the entrance at 10:30 and soon had John's 
300 foot Sa;n.son rigged for the fir~ t'Wo drops. 
Da'1'id ~nd S::ennath ·nre novices at vertical 
caving :;o J o:·.::. ~-v~ on belay while I lllllde sure 
the}' -.re rigqed in right before thay -..ant 
:lo"lo.-n. Everything •.tent cr: ar.d ·...a .3oon found 
ourselves in the new part of the cave. Our 
rapid proc;zess ws stopped by a pit, hO'Wever, 
and we headed back since no one wa3 willing 
to go <Jet the other rope. !verythinq want well 
on the climb out of the second pit, but at the 
an~rance drop, the great god of pits ~~d his 
revenge. S::anneth W3 climbincJ .. -tth hieblers 
using one on his right foot and the other on 
his s'loliss seat. When he reach~ the lip his 
top hiebler popped off the rope leavinq him 
danqling there by his right foot. The bdd thinq 
about this was he could.~'t qet the device back 
on the rope. The rest of us were at the bottolll 
of the pit getting pretty worried, especially 
wnen ~enneth started mentioninq things like 
climbinq hand over hand out of the pit and julll"'
inq to a steep ledge near the lip •••• John 
and I cor.vinced him that it was a bdd idea an-
we finally got a set of jumars up to him which 
helped him get topside. By this time David was 
pretty shaken up because he had never done much 
cli%bing beforei so I climbed on out and re-rigged 
the rope in a p ace ·~ere the lip wasn't as bad. 
He ~de it out alright and soon the four of us 
were :aal::i:u;- our .-..ay back down the 1110untain. <ls 
we reached the cars we were surprised to find 
that it was 6:00. [enneth had been on the rope 
almo3t four ~o-~s. With thi3 near accident, 
the reliablili ty of hieblers is doubtf..U in ::ry 
opinion and I thinl:: an intensi·re study of the.111 
would prove worth-while. 

Georqe keluakey 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

Albiao b2t /ligh at duk 



.~ ···SEP 03 '96 08:05 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
f\:u~EASt /o, 1996 

P.2 

The regular meeting of Cullman Grotto of National Speleological 
Society was called to order on Tuesday~ Au~1.1.s+-ID, 1996 at 7:30p.m. 
at the Cullman City Police Department. · 

The minutes were read and a motion was made to amend the August 6, 
1996 minutes. Amended minutes are to note the application to the 
Sarah Corrie fund for a grant of $250. 

The Huntsville Grotto has been asked to be ln charge of the 1998 
NSS National Convention pre-registration. 

The Executive Committee Meeting is to be held once each quarter. 

The Cullman Grotto picnic will be held on September 7, 1996 at 
Little River Canyon. Everyone is to bring your own lunch. 

There have been no submissions as of to date for the Cullman Grotto 
NSS patch. 

Trip reports were given by Victor, Bern and Arlen to Mrs. Miller's. 

David Drake reported of a new sinkhole on Lookout Mountain. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the 
meeting was adjourned. After intermission, Victor Bradford 
presented a selection of slides. 

Approved ~~--------------------Chairman 

Approved ~------------------------Secretary 
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CALENDER 

Oct 10-13-TAG Fall Cave-in, Valley Head, AL. Hosted by Dogwood City Grotto. 

Nov 5-Monthly grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullinan public library. Program TBA. 

Nov 9-Grotto vertical trip to Neversink. Meet at library at 7:30am. 

Dec 3-Monthly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm, Cullinan public library. Program TBA. 

ECHO CHAMBER 
===============--=============--================================================~=--======== 

FYI 
Patrick O'Diam went to Little River 

Canyon recently to check on rappelling 
permits for the grotto picnic. What he found 
was that if rigging was to be done within the 
confmes ofDesoto Falls State Park, written 
permission would have to be obtained from 
the department in charge of state parks in 
Montgomery, and it must be obtained on an 
individual basis! If rigging was done 
elsewhere it comes under the jurisdiction of 
the National Forestry Service. These guys 
basically don't give a rip. In fact, they 
indicated that they'd like to come watch. 
Their only request was to pad the trees 
where the rope would be tied. Over much 
use, the trees are starting to get grooves 
worn in them and many are beginning to die. 
They also indicated a problem with 
vandalism of vehicles. It is strongly 
recommended that all valuables and unused 
gear( what could be more valuable?) be stashed out 
of sight. 

COVER PHOTO 

Art Gallery at the top of Surprise Pit, Fern Cave, 
_Jackson Co., AL. Photo by Patrick O'Diam. 

GROITOROPE 
At last month's meeting a collection 

was started to purchase a substantial length 
of rope for grotto use. Approximately half of 
the needed amount was raised at the 
meeting. The grotto then matched the 
amount raised. One week later Louis and 
Mary Adams purchased 202-meters of 
7/16ths PMI from grotto members Bill and 
Miriam Cuddington. 

Rules regarding use of the rope will 
be established by a vote of all members 
present at the October grotto meeting. A 
hard copy will then be published in the 
November Flowstone. As you might 
imagine, the purchase was a heavy blow to 
the grotto's operating fund. Those who have 
yet to donate or those who wish to donate 
more are urged to do so. This rope is a great 
asset in allowing grotto members access to 
the deepest pits in TAG. Lets take good care 
of it! 

BATI"AX 
Alifc4n ht!l/tf-no§!d bl/f.r c4n nlJ4J- t!JlJ foof.dgp.r of 11 
/J(!{!tlt! w11lking on .r~~nd ftom 11 di.d11ncg of moff! 1/um .rlx 
ftlot. 
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PUSHIN' POODLE 
The Sequel 

August 10, 1996 

D.Drake NSS 15430 

J.Cammon T.Dover D.Drake 

My third trip to Poodle Cave would 
hopefully be my last. .for awhile anyway. 
Previous trips to this wet Morgan Co., AL 
cave had ended at the 38ft. waterfall drop·. A 
free rappel at this 38-footer lands you at the 
southern end of an enormous room where the 
stream passage continues as a low, wide, belly 
crawl. Topo maps show Poodle coming within 
200ft. or so ofLog Cave lo~atedjust to the 
north. This miserable, weferawl could be the 
passage that links the two, if a link exists. 
However, only the hardcore would have the 
patience to push it. That virtue not being one of 
my stronger suits, I gave up after only 200-feet 
however, the crawl could be seen continuing 
for as far as my light would shine. Since 
neither John or Tracy were gluttons for 
punishment either, we prepared to ascend and 
head out of the cave content that we had 
pushed it to our satisfaction. 

While Tracy was gearing up, I decided 
to scale a 40-ft breakdown pile to see what was 
up top. This is when Poodle metamorphasized 
from a narrow, little, canyon-passage-type cave 
to an enormous cavern. Huge walking passage 
and large rooms, reminiscent of those found in 
the far reaches of Log Cave, adorned this 
section of the cave. The most amazing aspect 
however, was that everything up here was 
covered in mud, an obvious reference to 
frequent, recent flooding. The size of the 
cavern and the height at which we were taking 
all this in, made chills go up the ol' spine. That 
folks, is alot of water. 

We pushed this upper section to its 
extent. At one point John dug open a passage 
that opened into a small virgin section of cave 
that eventually became to small for 
advancement. 

The trip out was not without it's 
moments either. While negotiating a tricky lip 

OCTOBER 1996 Pg 3 

in the shower of the waterfall drop, Trace spent 
a little too much time in the frigid splash 
and started shaking noticeably. Recognizing 
this as one of the first signs of hypothermia, as 
soon as John ascended, I sent he and Trace to 
the entrance while I stayed and derigged 
everything. By the time I reached the entrance 
drop, John was just lipping it and Trace was in 
much better shape. We exited without further 
incident and hiked back to the Rai<J.er. 

If you're looking for a good little 
workout and don't mind getting wet, consider 
Poodle. If you like to be rewarded with 
"pretties" for your caving efforts go 
elsewhere. 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 
TURNING BLUE AT GREEN'S 

August 20, 1996 

Louis Adams Patrick O'Diam 

I stopped at Louis' house at about 9:30 
Tuesday morning. We loaded the gear in my 
Raider and hit the highway. This was a 
momentous occassion for Louis as he said it 
was the flrst time he had ever ridden with 
someone else to go cave'n. We enjoyed the ride 
over and had some long discussions before 
arriving in Trenton, AL. We frrst went to check 
the gate going to Trenton Well, then we went 
on to Green's. The small cave at the bottom of 
the hill, near the house is now gated and they 
have electricity running back in there. We 
could not fmd anyone home to see what they 
were doing, so we walked on up the steep road 
to the pit. 

BtRDs o~ A FiA1JitA 

II " 
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There was a good bit of water at the 
entrance and we thought we were going to get 
drenched. Louie went down first and then I went 
down. The water was not bad. It was 
very cold, but it didn't cause a problem for us on 
the climb out. It was a very enjoyable pit. 

We next attempted to drive back to 
Dinky's in hopes of cutting out the 45 minute 
walk. The loggers had really done a number on the 
area and the underbrush was now over the top of 
my Raider brush. It was hard locating the ro~d, but 
we managed to drive within 50 yards ofDiriky's. 
We bounced the pit and decided to head back. 
After a look at the growing school at Trenton, we 
stopped at Paint Rock River Valley and drove 
across the river back to the road to Fern. We found 
this to be a much shorter way than the 
conventional route and alot Taster. We returned 
about dark and Mary fixed us a meal fit for a king. 

OOOOOOOODODOOOO 

SCC Newsletter, Summer 1996: Negotiations to 
secure a lease to F em Cave are still progressing. 
The owners want to lease the cave to the sec. The 
lease is currently set for a very long term at a good 
price. The lease is being reviewed by attorneys on 
both sides. 

Windy City Speleonews, August 1996: 
BATS AND DISEASE: Our friend, Dr. Merlin 
Tuttle of BCI set the record straight in an article 
in the May, 1996 D. C. Speleograph taken from 
the Winter 1995 issue of BATS. published by 
BCl. He notes that some communities have 
recommended the eviction of bats living ncar 
humans and the removal of backyard bat houses. 
There are two diseases associated with bats, 
histoplasmosis and rabies. 

Histoplasmosis is a respiratory disease 
caused by a fungus that grows in soil and 
enriched by animal droppings, most often birds. 
The vast" maJo.rity of cases are asymptomatic or 
involve flu-like symptoms. The people who do · 
become seriously ill are exposed to large 
quantities of spore-laden dust. 

Most people who contract rabies do so from 
dogs. In this country, most people getting dog 
bit~s are vaccinated, therefore the majority of 
fatalities from rabies in the U.S. are the result 
of bites from wild animals, because they are less 
likely to be treated. The majority of cases of 
rabies from bats results from bites of the silver
haired bat. These bats seldom contact pc«;~ple 
and do not form colonies in buildings or bat 
houses. so the means of transmission is a 
mystery. Big and little ·brown bats, the type 
most often found in bat houses, are not known 
to have caused a single case of rabies in the past 
15 years. Only four cases of rabies are thought 
1o come from hol!se-dwelling .bats in history. 
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The odds of contracting rabies from bats or wild 
animals are virtually non-existant 'f one refrains 
from handling wildlife and gets a rabies 
vaccination following any expected exposure. 

DODDODDDDDDDD 

1he following write-up and accompanying map weco taken from the 
1967 Guide Book nftho NSS Convention in Birmingham and 

Huntsville, written by John Voitcb. 

• 
FERN CAVE • SURPRISE PIT • Alabama No. ~7 • In Nat Mountain above 

Paint Rock • Paint Rock quadrangle. ~ 
Fern Cave was discovered in 1961 and given its placid name for the fems of 

it5 entrance sink. The covers who found it were surprised to find a pit at iti 
end and surprised again when they returned to plumb it at 426 feet, then; and 
still, the deepest free-fall pit in the United States. Surprise Pit has become the 
ultimate challenge for the vertical covers it attracts from all parts of the country. 
It is an attraction not unmixed with trouble. Surprise Pit, because af its depth, 
the configuration af its top, its waterfall, and its location within the cave, is 
difficult ond treacherous. Various difficulties in coping with these factors have 
led the owner to consider limiting access to it and local covers to become re
luctant in providing help in descents. 

Fern Cave begins as 2 entrances in a sink, ane dry and one wet, which aoon 
combine ond wind os a walking stream passage far about 500 feet to the damp 
Waiting Room. Beyond is the L-shaped Surprise Pit. The stream runs dawn 
through breakdown into the near end of the pit. The cover chimneys onward in a 
narrow, bottomless passage over the pit and steps down and across to a sloping 
ledge on the left side. Along this ledge, far enough to avoid most of the water
f~ll in the descent, is o notch lang used as the rig point. There being nothing to 
ti"eito, the climbing rope must be rigged with rock baits and pitons. Acrasslo gap 
in the ledge and around the bend of the L is a floor of jammed breakdown, The 
far side of this floor, facing an opening abaut 60 feet in diameter, is used as a 
sec:and, dryer, rig point. At the bottom the pit is deepest· 426 feet • beneath the 
front rig point on the ledge ond slopes steeply up as a breakdown slope to an 
inaccessible shelf at the far end under the opening beyond the breakdown noor. 
The waterfall falls adjacent to and upon the landing paint under the froilt rig 
point. The landing paint for the bock rig point lies on the breakdown slope !abaut 
400 feet below the rig paint. Except for a short extension, Garrisons Grotto, 
that bears the water away there are no passages at the bottom. . 

Most descents of the pit take abaut 10 hours for a 2-person descent, a1low
ing abaut 2 hours for the complicated rigging and un-rigging procedures. Mast 
covers who have done it agree that the party ought to include at least 3 tore
main on top. Belays for climbing on the ledge; pitons, rock bolts, and-other 
hardware, ond careful planning ore needed. The waterfall can make the front rig 
point unusable -in wet weather. This occurs most often in the winter through the 
early summf'"r months~ 

.Bili· Toro~e, who first came upon the pit in June, 1961, and estimated its 
depth quite accurately by dropping rocks, suffered 2 weeks condemnation far 
exOggerotion before various more sophisticated attempts to measure it finally 
s'!cceeded. The first descent attempts were delayed by rain but finally, in July, 
Bill Cuddington mode the first descent. A week later Francis McKinney and Bill 
Garrison were also successful, after being delayed several days by rain •. Fern 
then lay fallow until the following summer when a group from Indiana came south 
e,.Pressly to make a descent of the pit. One of them, John Danhof, accompanied 
by Peter Grant of Huntsvi lie, reached the battam. It was a year later, in the 
summer of 1963, before Eddie Yarbrough of Nashville was the next an the bottom. 

All of these descents were made from the front rig point on the ledge; no>one 
had ventured beyond, across the gap and around the corner. In 1963, FrCiftcis 
McKinney made the big step and found himself on the breakdown floor. Aware 
that he was on a jam of rocks between walls 400 feet high, he walked li~htly. 
His demonstration that disaster would not, at least, be instantaneous eventually 
lef:l to the use of the back rig paint. ", 

By 1964 the lame of Surprise Pit hod spread far and the flood of eager vertical 
covers began. Before the year wos over there· had been aver a dozen successful 
descents, and abaut the some number of failures because of water or simple 
degeneration of the operation. The next year saw an even higher flaw of traffic 
and more confusion. In contrast to the early, carefully-planned trips, some of 
these attempts were not characterized by much foresight. Stories of near:dis-. 
aster became common. Fortunately the pit has managed to get its teeth into t.RJy 
one victim • and not fatally into that one • but by the end of 1965 the O'!'lner 
and everyone interested in the pit were apprehensive enough to deemphasize it . 
as much as possible. Free access to the cave remains tenuous. · 

Ill 1965 and 1966 the Huntsville Grotto made a" detailed study of the pit, 
mapping it accurately for the first time and making hundreds of photographs. 
Over 50 individual descents were made (including, at last, Bill Torode and 
Jim Johnston, who was a lew steps behind Bill when he ·found it 5 years before) 
and it became routine for 6 or 8 people to reach bottom in a single day's trip. 
Surprise Pit still has its secrets . inaccessible passaies, the shelf at rfJe 
bottom, and perhaps some new method of thwarting d;scents • -but the uiu~J 
do;~ cent is by now a set piece for ~ose with the necessary information and skill. 
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By D.Drake 
Sept. 21, 1996 

V.Bradford 
P.Lynott 

D.Drake 
B. Werling 

"I can die now." 

The phone rang Wednesday night 
9/18. Vic was on the other end. 

"Scottie, Patrick Lynott and a couple of 
his friends are planning d1rip to Surprise 
Saturday, you doin' anything?" 

"Crap!, I knew you were going to say 
that, I've had Braves tickets since February for 
Saturday night's game, "I explained, as 
another trip to Fern was apparently going to 
slip me by. 

That had been the story of my life. 
Since dropping my first rock into Surprise Pit 
in the summer of'71, I had wanted to see what 
was on bottom. At first the hold back was 
climbing gear. All I owned was a Prussik 
system and I didn't think I could make it out on 
knots. Then I moved to Florida and pretty 
much hung up my caving gear for about ten 
years. Since moving back to TAG, one thing 
after another has thwarted my plans. 

The phone rang again, Friday 
morning 9/20, this time it was my brother. 

"Morning David, "Kuenn started, 
"usually when the phone rings this early in the 
morning you know it's going to be bad news, " 
he continued. "Something has come up at work 
and I'm not going to be able to go to the 
Brave's game." 

"Well shoot," I replied, trying to sound 
as disappointed as I could, while visions of 
Surprise danced through my head, "I hate 
that." 

The phone rang a final time Friday 
afternoon, this time I was doing the calling. 

"Hello," Vic answered. 
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"Hey Vic, I'm in. When do we leave?" 

I met Scottie, Patrick, Jody (Patrick's 
friend from Texas), Bill (a friend from Atlanta 
soon to relocate to Texas) and Vic at 8am at 
the Guntersville Texaco. There we signed 
release forms and "munchied up". The plan 
was to do Surprise then hop over to Neversink 
and play awile. Vic decided against doing the 
drop. He would take the forms to N's house 
then meet us later at the bottom of Nat 
mountain for the drive to Neversink. 

The cable that usually seperates hunting 
club land from private property was laying on 
the ground allowing us to drive our vehicles all 
the way to the trailhead saving us a mile of 
walking. 

It started to rain just as we were 
entering the cave. We made our way back to 
the "Waiting Room" where we donned seat 
harnesses in anticipation of clipping onto the 
safety line that skirts the narrow ledge leading 
around to the breakdown bridge and the back 
rigging point. However, we discovered that the 
safety line had been derigged thus making the 
crawl around the left lip of the pit a little 
hairier. Patrick and Jody were the first ones 
down, followed by Bill, Scottie and me. We 
came out in the same order, with Patrick 
posting the best time of 11 minutes and Jody 
registering the most impressive time, he 
"frogged" out in 16 minutes. The "Art 
Gallery" at the top of the pit is impressive and 
provides entertainment during the long, chilly 
wait topside. 

The bottom of Surprise was different 
than expected. Instead of the breakdown 
covered bottom encountered, I had imagined a 
massive flat area with perhaps a breadown pile 
or two against the walls In fact, I was quite 
''surprised" to fmd that I was still a good 
30-feet from the actual floor of the pit when I 
completed my descent, landing on a steeply 
sloped breakdown pile. While waiting to 
ascend, I visited McKinney's Haystck and 
Cuddington's Cairn and climbed step for step 
with Scottie for the ftrst 60 or 70 feet. He on 
rope, me on breakdown. 
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We rigged our own safety line for the 
perimeter traverse on the way out and noticed 
that the water level in the main passage was up 
quite a bit from what it had been on the way in. 

After changing clothes at the vehicles, 
we headed out only to fmd a hunting club 
member erecting a large, tubular metal gate 
where the cable had once been. We stopped 
and chatted and talked him into letting us out. 
Vic was waiting on the other side. Why did 
that surprise us? When Vic says he'll be·· 
somewhere you can bet the rent he'll be there. 
He had been waiting four-and-a-half hours. It 
was then off to Neversink. 

25 years after first staring into the 
depths of the deepest hole ~'ve ever seen, I now 
know what's on bottom. -~ 

CAVE RHYME 

THEM CAVE CRAWLERS 

How 'bout them cave crawlers, 
Ain't they a sight? 
Crawlin' through them caves 
where it's blacker'n night. 

Crawlin' in them little holes, 
Crawlin' in them muddy, 
Crawlin' 'til they hands and knees 
Are scraped and sore and bloody. 

Them ragged, tagged cave crawlers, 
Crawlin' on them rocks. 
Wearin' out a hunner~ jeans 
Before a single pair of socks. 

The-y're cra.wlin' and creepin' 
Makin' a mighty fuss, 
When they knee hits a rock 
well, you orta hear 'em cuss. 

Wanter be a cave crawler? 
Ain't no use you bawlin'. 
Jes' find yourself a cave 
Hunker down and start a-crawlin'. 

- S. P. Lunker 

Huntsville Grotto Newsletter, Dec. 1969 
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BAT OF THE MONTH 
by John Marshall 

Tadarida brasiliensis: Brazilian free taii.. .. 
bat: Mixican free tailed bat; free-tailed bat. 

Descrintion: Forearm, 36-46 mm: wingspred 1 

290-325mm. The fur is dark brown or dark 
grey, often with scattered white hairs. 
Long hairs protrude from the foot. The 
lower half of the tail extends beyond the 
interfemoral membrane, giving this species 
its common name (Barbour and Davis, 1969). 

Distribution: This species is found statewide 
(Ball & Kelson, 1959 and Barbour and Davis, 
1969) Barhalow (1939) collected them on the · 
Auburn campus. Avery collected them from 
Greensboro and Engle (1957) found this species 
in Sauta Cave near Scottsboro. 

Habitat: Free-tailed bats inhabit buildings 
and caves. The)' . are very colonial and occur 
in the millions in some Texas caves, and severa 
million roost in Carlsbad Caverns in the summer 
In Alabama and the rest of the southeast, they 
are found mainly in buildings where maturnity 
colonies may be composed of as many as a tpr-.I!
sand individuals (Barbour and Davis). Avet 
took about four hundred individuals of this 
species from one house in two days in 1890 
(Barkalow, 1939). 
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Brazilian free-tailed bat. Tddarida brasiliensis. 
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UP begin 111 11U111ber 

6 Where Gilligan caved 
7 cavers friend 

10 When the water meets the ceiling 
20 Where one cavers junk Is anothers treasure 

Down begin It IIUIIIber 

·1 TAG area bats 
2 What we split when YOU don't come .back 
4 Hardware that let's you down 
9 #1 on all trips 

11 Signs of caves 
14 Ridge waking season 
15 Has a dummy end 
16 You'll need 3 . 

OCTOBER 1996 Pg 8 

CAVER'S CROSS\VORO 

CHAITANOOOA OR01TO TAOL.INE • 

Aero•• begin • number 
· · 3 Type of limestone 

a Don't end a trip this way 
12 happens 
19 Annual cave party 
21 Massive formation 
23 Can't have enough of these 

Backwards begin 1111'1U!nbtr 

2 Good cave food 
5 TIQht and conneding 
7 Kind of report 

13 Wor1d term for rapel 
17 Beautiful when white 
18 • says!" 
22 NSS sticker symbol 

Crosswor:d Puzzle Answers 
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CALENDER 
Nov 9-Grotto vertical trip to Neversink. Meet at library at 
7:30am. 

Dec 3-Month..ly Grotto meeting, 7:30pm. Cullman public 

library. Program TBA. 

Juu2J-27, 1997-NSS Convention. Sullivan. MO. Contact: 
Pam Saberton, 3820 Juniata St., St.Ll'uis, MO 63116. 

(314)772-6956. 
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-Calender ........................ Pg 2 
-Echo Chamber ............... Pg 2 
-Neversink. ...................... Pg 3 
-Birds of a Feather... ....... Pg 3 
-Master of the Night... ..... Pg 4 
-Bats .................................. Pg 4 
-Return to Moss .............. Pg 5 
-From the Mailbag .......... Pg 6 
-TAG Memories ............. Pg 6 
-Grotto minutes ............... P g 7 

ECHO CHAMBER 
========================================================================================= 

NCRC COURSES 
Levels I & II of the National Cave Rescue 
Commission's four-level course will be offered in 
Murfreesboro, TN on a two-and-a-half day 
weekend modular course. Anyone wishing to 
attend must take the courses in order, beginning 
with level I. Course cost is $260 for either course 
with sessions beginning on Friday evening at 7pm 
EST and continuing through Sunday evening. 

1997 class dates are as follows: 
Levell March 8-10, April4-6, May 2-4 

Level II March 15-17, April18-20. May 2-4 

For more information contact Jeff Parnell at 
615-890-3948 or at jmparnell@aol.com. 

COf/ER PHOTO 

Sta/s in a dry. white rimstone dam, War Eagle Cave, 

Marshall Co .. AL. Photo by Bernard Powell. 

•TIS THE SEASON 
Here are the hunting dates for TAG, read 

'em and weep: 
AL4.BAMA 

DEER .......................... Oct 15- Jan 31 

SQUIRREL.. ................. O::t 2- Feb 15 

COON ......................... Oct 15- Feb 28 
TIJRKEY ................... M:.U 20- Apr 30 

GEORGIA 
DEER. .......................... Sep 21 - Jan 1 
COON ........................ O::t 15 -Feb 15 
TURKEY .................. Ivfac 23 - }.fay 15 

TENNESSEE 
DEER ......................... .Sep 28 - Jan l 

SQUIRREL .............. Aug 24 -Feb 28 
RABBIT ..................... Nov 9 - Feb 28 

TI1ese are just general hunting dates indicating 
earliest and latest hunting dates. For the most 
part these are times when a majority of the 
caves are off limits. Turkey season for 
Teimessee was tmavailable at press time. 
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2 Oct, 1996 
By D.Drake 

D.Drake Cary Long Troy Zuccala 

I met Cary and Troy at Stuckey's at the 
foot of Lacon mountain at 7:30am. I have 
been trying for months to get these two to join 
the grotto but so tar my efforts have been 
futile. I taught them how to dimb and rappel 
back in the spring and since then they've been 
licking their chops for more. In fact, both have 
purchased their descending gear since that 
outing. Any way, I figured ifl could show 
them one of TAG's fmest specimens it would 
hasten their descision to join. Troy did attend 
a meeting several months ago. Cary has yet to 
show. 

I met Troy and Cary a year ago at Best 
Value Mobile Homes in Cullman. Best Value 
is a client of mine and both Troy and Cary are 
employed there. One day I was in talking to 
Troy's dad, Phil, who manages the lot, when I 
overheard them talking about going caving 
later that evening. Their destination that night 
was to be a cave many have cut their teeth on, 
Hughes Cave. Since I have been no further 
than the entrance room in Hughes, I was 
unable to answer. authoritatively, any oftheir 
questions regarding their first ever journey 
into the cave. 

There was a threat of rain the morning 
we headed out but we encountered very little, 
although the skies remained overcast for the 
majority if the day. Other than a few 
complaints from the ranks about the steepness 
and length of the hike to the pit, our trek up 
the mountain was a pleasant one. I mentioned 
along the way that the hike to Neversink is 
actually a rather easy one compared to the 
likes of many other trails to TAG caves, but it 
was of little consolation to my novice buddies. 
I reminded them that any cave not emblazoned 
with 11JI!ruJ: S!avi!J: 11 or 11[ntrancl! to ~~1!11 11 required a 
hike. They tmderstood when we reached the 
pit. 
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We dropped two ropes expecting to 
bounce the pit several times, but one trip 
down and up proved to be enough for Cary. 
Troy indicated he would bounce it again ifi 
would, so I dropped a second time. I took my 
time climbing, thinking at any moment I 
would see Troy's glutimus maximus sticking 
out over the lip, however the moon never 
came out. When I reached the top he 
explained that he had rigged in preparing to 
descend but could tell as he neared the edge 
that he didn't have the strength to climb the 
167-feet a second time. After derigging we 
headed to Scottsboro for a hearty meal at the 
Pizza Hut. 

I thought Cary and Troy exercised 
good judgement in not doing the pit a s~cond 
time. They knew their limitations and d1d not 
put themselves in a position of having to be 
rescued. Although they seemed to be a tad 
embarrassed by not being able to bounce the 
pit more than once, I told them it is not 
uncommon for a person to be exhausted after 
only one climb, especially when it is that 
person's first experience with pit of that depth. 

Hopefully Neversink did the trick and 
we'll be adding two more members to the 
grotto roster in the near future. 

"Hey, it rnay hot be the be.!:t idea, but at lea.!:t it 
get.!: u.!: Oh f-luhtihg Club ptopetty" 
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Master of the night 
Gray bat gleans insects from the air 

that has preyed upon the bat's 
By Rick Huffines 
Special to THE DAILY 

A hint of frost can be felt in the 
night air as a gray bat patrols the 
fields and waters of the Tennessee 
VaHey. The farm fields below h!m 
that once yielded a bounty of ~
sects are now relinquishing thetr 
crops to the seaso!L 

Orange pumpkins and yeilow 
com stand ready for harvest on 
withering vines and stalks. 

The buzz of insects no longer 
rises over the once-warm waters of 
summer. Broken clouds drifting on 
the wind reveal a fading harvest 
and a true change is in the air 
tonight 

The gray bat has thrived over 
these fields and waters throughout 
the summer, chasing and capturing 
insects with skill and deadly preci
sioiL He is the master of the night, 
flawless in flight 

He began each night, awakened 
from his sleep with a sense that 
darlmess was about to fall outside 
his cave. He would drop from the 
ceiling of his cave and flutter aloft 
in total darkness thro)lgh a laby
rinth of passages. 

His cave mates would foilow by 
the hundreds of thousands, all 

n a vi gat i n g brothers during the summer. So 
the maze in a , ?-\T T~...,. not only does the gray bat listen in 
mass exodus ~.,f•-r the sky for insects but his eyes 

-4, -;,.~. _,.;L must scan the darkness for the 
w i t h 0 u t •• feathered hunter that stalks his 
touching each q,. 'l7wJ ~ every move. 

other or col- But now the season has 
liding with changed. and with it he changes. 
the walls. His ears could see the No longer are there plenty of in
turns, twists, rises and falls of the sects to eat and warm summer 
cave. nights to ride on, so for now he 

By emitting sound waves and 
listening to their echoes, he would 
read the cave's course like a map. 
All of his bachelor cave mates 
would do the same and exit the 
cave to devour the insects of the 
night 

Tonight, he scans the skies. 
searching for food by sending out a 
tone similar to the one he uses to 
find his way out of the cave. 

When he hears an echo bounce 
off a target, he changes his signal 
to a more rapid tone and reads the 
echoes with the precision of a mi
croscope. 

He can determine everything 
there is to know about the target 
except what color it is on some
thing as smail as a gnat 

But the gray bat is not the only 
master of the night He shares the 
skies with the great horned owl 

must retire for the winter to hi
bernate. 

As the fall leaves fade to red, 
yeilow and orange, he wiil goes to 
another cave and joins the females 
for the winter in a cave cailed a 
hibemacula 

There they wiil spend the winter 
in a deep sleep. His heart rate will 
drop from 1.000 beats per minute 
to one beat every live seconds. He 
has stored up fat to sustain him 
during the winter. But if awakened. 
his heart rate would speed up and 
cause him to spend ail his. energy 
before spring and likely die. 

If the gray bat makes it to 
spring, he will be awakened by 
some unknown urge to emerge 
and separate as bats have done for 
ages, piercing the sky with ears 
that see. 

Rick Huflines is a nmger at 
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge. 

Species profile 
Scientific name: Myotis grisescens 
Size: Forearm (wing) length 40-46 millimeters 
Weight: Seven to 16 grams 
Similar species: Southeastern bat, Indiana bat 
Breeding time: October (but fertilization occurs 
in spring) 
Utter size: One, occasionally' two-.' -
Food habits: Insects Ufe span: 14·15 years 
Note: A single gray bat can eat 3,000 insects in 
one night. Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge has a 
colony of 100,000 gray bats which seasonally 
devour 2.2 million pounds of insects. mostly 
mosquitoes. 

Photo by .\tO Tunle. courtesy ol Wheeter Wildlife Refuge 

·\ gray bat flies through the night. guiding itself by emitting sound waves and listening to their 
-:choes. Soon it will be hibernation time for the creature. 

BATS 

Night would not be night unless 
These velvet angels led the way 

With their wings like a caress 
And eyes too delicate for day. 

They are the last of gentle things 
Of leprechauns and elves, whose curse 

Is their fragile hearts and wings 
Built for a gentler universe. 

There is no mercy in the sun 
For the plushes of their hair 

They must wait til day is done 
Before they whisper in the air. 

Birds and beasts disown their kinds 
Men see devils in their flights 

They wait until the world is blind 
Nights lovely, shy hermanaphrodites. 

--Robert P. Tristram Coffin 
From the "Yoke of Thunder", 1932 

Reprinted from the Wisconsin Caver 
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RETURN TO l\'lOSS 
Nov 2, 1996 

D. Drake 8 scouts 
(Cameo by P.O'Diam) 

Saturday, ll/2, marked the return to a 
cave I hadn't visited since skipping Mrs. 
Horton's typing class my senior year of high 
school. Moss Cave is a cave that most locals 
know about and have been in, but it remains 
mm1apped and vacant from the ACS. I spent 
countless, schooltime hours in my youth 
searching the bluff lines along the railroad 
tracks of Cullman and Morgan counties in 
search of another Fern. Moss was the best 
thing I had to show for my truancy. 

The day started out as a rappelling 
outing for a group of scouts, most of whom 
had never been on rope. An excellent, 38-ft 
training blutT exists at Bridge 19 on the tracks 
just south of the Morgan Co. line. Bridge 19 
was where I teamed to rappel some 30-odd 
years ago, so it has always been a favorite of 
mine when teaching others the technique. 

At the conclusion of the training 
session. the boys indicated that they'd like to 
do a cave. Knowing that Moss Cave was just 
up the tracks at Bridge 20, I told them their 
desires could be met, but warned them not to 
expect much. The plan was to pull the rope 
and hike the tracks to Moss, however, just as 
we were wrapping things up Patrick O'Diam, 
whom I had told of the outing earlier in the 
week, came rolling up in his Raider. Together 
we transported the group to Moss. 

There was more to Moss Cave than I 
had remembered. but still not enough to write 
home about. (just enough to write about in a newsletter

ed.) Moss Cave begins as a low, tight. steeply 
sloped entrance crawl, but quickly opens to 
standing passage teetering on the edge of a 
15-ft drop \Vhich must be rigged. This drop 
was my first in-cave descent many moons 
ago, and still stands as one of the few climbs I 
have made with knots. TI1e upper passage 
continues south for another 30 or 40 feet 
before terrninating i.n a breakdown choke. 
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Pushing the passage northward is a little more 
fruitful in terms of footage, but with the 
eventual same result. Although we didn't do 
the drop on Saturday, previous trips to the · 
bottom of the cave failed to yield anything 
going. The lower passage runs parallel to the 
upper traverse, extending the northern portion 
of the cave another 30 feet further than does 
the upper route, finally ending at a 
to-tight-to-pass-thm keyhole. The first timer 
will be encouraged here as the sound of 
mshing water can be heard in the distance. 
however, visions of bigger cave are suddenly 
quashed when the aqua-sound is determined 
to be that of nearby Flint Creek. 

The scouts thought it was a cool cave, 
but then again most had nothing to compare it 
too. It was enjoyable for me to return to the 
scene of some of my earliest underground 
mernones. 

B4TFAX 
Mother Mexican free-tailed bats find and nurse their 
own young, even in huge colonies where many millions 
of babies cluster at up to 500 per square foot. 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDO 

UP, OVER, and UNDER. 
Work had me traveling Hwy 41 through 

,-'\!ley, ALa couple or weeks ago when I 
happened upon a store called UP, OVER, and 
T..JNDER. What caught my eye was a PETZL 

sign hanging in the window. The store is 
actually the front half of a auto body shop. 
Owners Tom and Beth Weaver have a nice 
supply of camping, caving and climbing 
equiptment. Torn is a vertically proficient, 
Winston Co. caver who expressed interest 
in joining the grotto and possibly leading a 
future grotto trip to the caves within the 
Bankhead forest. [f you're ever in the Arley 
area stop by <md look around his store. 
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CHATTA"!OOGA GROTTO TAGLINE ,OCT '96: 

Reports that David Robinson of Cave Rags, a 
T -shirt company that has really come to the 
caving scene, is extending a fund raising 
program offered at SERA1996. T-shirts with a 
map of Tumbling Rock cave are being sold by 
cave owner Billy Precise at the cave. A 
contribution of $2 from every map or t-shirt 
sold will go to the sec. 

HUNTSVILLE GROTTO NEWSLETTER, 
OCT/NOV '96: Tom Moss writes about two 
recent discoveries on Green Mountain and a 
couple on Monte Sana. Trent Chasm is a new 
200+ ft. multi-drop cave near O'Hara's Farewell 
on Green. It sports a 21ft drop as well as a 
209ft pit that requires a rebelay. Another find, 
Nar Well is only about a hundred feet away. 
Susie Drop is a new 95-footer on Monte Sana. 
Margaret's Climbdown in the same vicinity 
qualifies as a new tmd. 

DECATUR DAILY: Reports that Hughes Cave, 
Morgan Co., AL was the scene of yet another 
rescue, Monday 10i28. Again the participants 
were ill-equipped, novices. Jerry Meeks, a 
teenager from Grant, AL, apparently fell into a 
12-ft hole some 75 yards into the cave. Meeks 
and three other teens from the Arab area 
entered the "closed" cave around dark equipped 
with nothing more than a Coleman lantern and 
one flashlight. The Morgan Co. Rescue Squad 
and the Brindlee Mt. Volunteer Fire Dept. 
responded to the call. At last report Meeks was 
in guarded but stable condition at a Huntsville 
hospital. 
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JOHN MOSS CAVE 
·Jackson County,Alabarna 

Terry W. Tarkington 
The HuntsviZZe Grotto Newsletter 18(9)90 

We followed John on u.s. 72 East of 
Gurley and then turned South up Stewart Cove 
through one of the prettiest cattle farms in 
the area. We drove to within a few hundred 
feet of the entrance, which is located in a 
sink close to the bottom of the hill. Scram
bling down 15 - 20 feet put us in a nice room 
with a stream emerging from a pile of break
down and going back into the cave over several 
nice flowstone cascades. The passage must run 
in a westerly direction for 1500 - 2500 feet, 
with a lower st_ream passage and an upper clay 
floored passage. In a number of places the 
easiest way to travel was through the lower 
passage and to chimney across the stream when 
it came out from under the undercut rock. 
Formations were better than average with some 
excellent helictites further back in the cave, 
A number of fossils were seen, particularly 
horn coral, some Nhich protruded from the 
limestone an inch or more. The cave gradually 
got muddier and the water deeper (3 - 4 feet) 
s~ we did not push it to the bitter end. 

Later, some checking revealed that there 
is not a reported cave at this location in 
Alabama Caves or Alabama Caves and Caverns. 
However, we did find several survey numbers 
in the upper passage and assume that it has 
now been mapped. · In this trip report, I have 
called it John Moss Cave after the owner. I 
would like to hear from anyone that was in the 
previous mapping party and to obtain a copy 
of the map. 

MERIT CA"v"E 

iie hd-:i always hll::~ aeout surveyinq Merit 
but ~~d never jons it. Th~ cave is about six 
ciles from QY ~ome in Ga-:isden. ~~le it is 
!::ig, it is voH of ::'ormations and filled with 
rotten logs. I survey~ the road above the 
cav~, ~~e roo~s ~round the sink entrance, 
measurgi "t1-.e slope of the qrou:td and t.i.~ -:iip 
o£ :~1.e rc::l: and surveyed over 600 feet of cave 
leaving only t1-!t" bad crawls (that are only about 
thir:y feet long ~ach). :he largest rooa in 
~i.e -=-~'1'e is ::'i::'t:r by : • .i.n·.'!ty ~r ::::even feet high 
~~~ slo~~s steeply en~~g~ that I got the impr~s
~ion of c~ing in a cr~ck in~tead of a room. 
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MINUTES OF ·REGULAR MEETING 

OF 

--------------~.z--·~--~,~---

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NAT·IONAL :SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
Octo:Qer 1, ·1996 ., 

The. regular meeting of Cullman .Grotto of the National Speleological 
Soc~ety was called to order on Tuesday, October 1, 1996, at 7:30PM 
in the Conference Room of the· Cullman County Public Library by' 
David Drake, Chairman. Nineteen members and guests were in, 
attendance. ' 

The Minutes of the previous meet~nq ~ere read and approved. 

The Grotto rope was purchased for: $311.00 and is available for·: 
Grotto member's use. · 

There will be an Executive Committee meeting held after the regular: 
monthly meeting tonight. · : 

No submissions have been made., to ciate, for the Cullman Grotto· 
.patch. 

Conditions for the Grotto rope rental were discussed and approved. 
An agreement to these conditions is to be signed by each person 
that will be using the rope during each rental. 

A trip report was given by John Cammon to Cave Mountain Cave, where 
seven people were discovered without lights. 

Scottie Arrington reported on a trip to Cagle's and Patrick o~niam 
and Louis Adams reported a trip to Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave. 

The Grotto picnic was a success ari,d was enjoyed by everyone 
present. 

A slide show was presented on El Sotano Del Sarro. 

The Executive committee discussed ·the upcoming ~lection for Grotto 
officers for 1997. The el~ction will be held ~n December. 

Approved:. 
Chairman 

Approved: 
Secretary 



December, 1996 

7£07JJJ070XC 
A ,"fONTHLY NE'JSLETTER OF THE CV!.L"fAN C,'WTTO 

OF' THE NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Vol III, No. 12 



CULLMAN GROTTO FLOWSTONE TTTLEPAGE ISSN 1076-2477 

The FLO\VSTONE is published monthly by the Cullman Grotto of the National Speleological 
Society. Items submitted for publication must be recicvcd by the 20th of each month to be 
included in the tollowing month's issue. Send items and exchanges to: D.Drake. 110 County Road 
1386, Falkville AL 35622. 

The Culltnan Grotto ""ill excl:>.an.ge by request with :my publishing grotto. 

Republication of articles or itew..s contained \Vithin the Flmvstone 
wek:ome providing credil is given io source. 

AJutual Ju.:s for tht: Cullman Grotto an~ eight dollars ($8) for individual membershit.> or tt:n dollars 
($1 0) per tamlly. Dues are payahle at the t1rst grotto meet1ng of each year and include suhsctiption 
to Th(,; FLG\VSTONT,. Subscription rat~ for 1wn-nwmbers is eight dollars ($8) per year. 

The Cullman Grotto tneets the iirst Tuesday of ~very month at 7:30pm in ihe Cullinan County 
Public Library conference room. 200 Clark St NK Cullman AL. Visitors and prospective 
members are welcome. 

OFFICERS 
Chairman: David Drake 

110 Co.Rd.l386 
F aJkville AL 3 5622 
205-739-0811 

ViceChair: Robert Bumpus 
1306 Noble Dr. 
Decatur AL 35601 
205-355-3204 

Treasurer: .Mary Adams 
PO Box 1555 
Cullman AL 35056 
205-739-0369 

Secretar:•: Evon Thompson 
378 Co.Rd. 395 
Cullman AL 35057 
205-739-4415 

Editor: David Drake 
110 Co.Rd. 1386 
Falkville AL 35622 
205-739-0811 

COlVI.MITTEE HEADS 
Horizontal: Scottie A.rrington 

64 Co.Rd.1259 
F aJkviJie AL 3 5622 
205-739-7091 

Vertical: JeffLynn 
1198 Co.Rd.ll94 
Vinemont AL 35179 
205-734-5246 

Advisor: Victor Bradtord 
8333 US Hwy 31 
Hanceville AL 35077 
205-734-2809 

Pu bHsher: Mary Adams 
PO Box 1555 
Cullman AL 35056 
205-739-0369 



CVLLlVI...J-\.1'1 GROTTO FLOWSTONE 

Dec S-i.Jrotto hcrizcntJ! trip TE .. :\.. ~.le~t ~t libr~·ry at 
7:30am. 

.Jan 7-Monthly Grotto meeting, new officcrs installed. 

-.30pnl, Cullman public libra.~.y. Prugram TBA. 

May JO-Jun 1, 1997-SER.A. Swnmer Cave Carnival 
Racoon Mountain Caverns Campground. Chattanooga. TN. 
Hosted hy Central Alahmnfl Grotto. C0mact Michael Gilhert 
(205) 249-8341. 

Jun 13-27, 1997-NSS Conventiun. Sullivi:lll, MO. Contact: 
Pam Saberton, 3820 Juniaia St., St.Louis, iviO 631 iti. 
(314)772-6956. 

FIRST CALL 

Grotto dues are due at the January 
meeting. wbile oilier Grotto's dues have 
increased for 1997, we have managed to hold 
lhe lim.: on ours. Once again ihis year, dues for 
regular sustaining memhers are $R.OO. Family 
membership remains at $10. Please make sure 
vour NSS dues are current as well. as it is 
requisite for membership in the Cullinan 
Grotto. 

ARLEY GROTTO? 

It was mentioned in lasi monih's 
newsletter that a new camp1.n.g, climbing and 
caving store called "Up, Over and under had 
opened in Arley. Store owner Tom Weaver has 
inquired about and been sent an application 
packet concerning the starting of a new grotto 
in the .Arley area. There \Vas some concern 
trom the NSS lntemal Orgamz:-ttiOns Ulttce 
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about it's proximity to ours, and whether there 
would be sufficient sunnort in the area to keen . . . 
the grotto functioning. Evelyn Bradshaw, 
Chairperson of the committee. was contacted 
u...1d informed that proximity to our grotto would 
not be a problem and that should an Arley 
grotto be formed, the Cullrnan Grotto would 
willingly lend assistance to heip it succeed. 

BATFA ... X 
The common little brown bat of North America is 
the world's longest-lived mammal for its size, with 
life spans sometimes exceeding 32 years. 

COVER PHOTO 
"Holida;-' Ornarncnts" T11ar Ea,g!e Cave, J1arshal! 
Co .. AL. Photo by John Cammon 
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November 29. 1996 
ByD.Drake 

V.Bradford H.Calvert J.Cammon 
D.Drake H.PoweH 

Warning! A trip to the H.aU of Giants is not 
recommended for the faint of heart. 

Tile day started out on the ·wrong foot. 
Ailer meeLing up wilh new member Larry 
Wt:.'bb at th<:- Gnntersvil!e Texaeo, we lost him 
somewhere in route Lu the cave. Our apoiogies 
T,any 

Vi(:, Jun., HarulJ, Bc:marJ aud I md at 
the hbrarv at 7:30ish Fridav momin2 and after . . ~ 

a very close vote, decided to go caving instead 
of shopping on this day after Thanksgiving. 
Our destination, Barna's finest, Fern Cave and 
a trip to the Hall of Giants. Vic was the only 
one of the group who had been to that portion 
of the cave before. He told of a nice drop into 
the upper levels of the middle cave and a 
magnificeni haysiack formation at the far end 
of a huge room. He neglected to tell us of the 
t,'Tawling and contorting needed to get there, 
but then life is tl1ll of surprises. None of the 
group seemed to mind, we were due for some 
challenging caving anyway. 

As mentioned we rendezvoused at the 
perverbiai Texaco statiOn with Larry. The store 
clerk seemed thankful when t.'"te rest of us 
showed up as she indi(~ated that Larry had been 
giving her the "~.vmies". Evidently he had been 
hanging around Lhe store f()r qui1e sometime 
aw:-titing <)IJf mvi!t!nna!ly late :mi_va! and 
apparenily i.he derk ihuughi lw wa:s ca:si.ng Uw 
ioint. Mnst have hePn the cavirw ~mrh. 

·' . '· 

G~:.c;msc:. u f :;p'''-·'-' ailJ ~.:.atiitg 
limitations YVe >.vere t(m~ed to drive tbree 
v~.;hicks to the cav.:;. ~1'-' and Vic in tht: .:.:aving 
GEt>. Harold. liem and Jon m hts Jetta <md 

his carload pulled out ol the parkmg lol headed 

tor Fern. After locating said kneepads. Vic and 
I headed out, 4 or 5 minutes behind Jon. A 
mile or two down the road. I pulled over to the 
side to see if the headlights behind me were 
t.bose of Larry's tnick. fhey were not, so we 
•;vaited for a fe•.v w..iYJ.utes to let him catch up. 
NeiTher Vic or mysdf had noriced wherher 
Larry hac! pulled <:>l_lt 'Vhen Jrm die! or ifhe hac! 
fallen behind our iead. so we waited a few 
more ro.innte~ When h?. f::~iled to ~how, we 
couduJ.cJ. ihai he mu~l havt: followed Jon. We 
proceeded toward Fem. stopping and waiting a 
.:->c(;vnd time at the Grant l.:lit-vff just to make 
sure we weren't leaving Larry. When we 
-~t~'t~ ..... A .... .,.. ... l,"' -art ... ; .. .,.,·~ .................. T ..... ~.,.,-or~_ .• -.,., ... ,. 0 t +l ... r·, .... f, 
(.I.J..ll V \..-U <J.L UJ\.1 p n . .i.llt:;. (1.1 \.Ia Ll.l.l.l) \'V d...:. U UJ\..IJ.\.. 

and the tirst grouo knew not ot his 
-c:"'{rllJ'-r~...,.ho'lt...... r::1 u,~<"'r::' T •')-rr'tr ..,ill· '+ .-,,(....., n1,.:t.~<'"t:lld 
n .1..1:'-'..L ..... c..t.v U'-"'• ..._ \oro. .. h..) ~-c.u.~J '"' .a Ltv.._~ t' ........ u....;t ..... 

with the host..;;. Un top oi that, Jon's starter 
went out just as he arrived at rhe parl<.ing area, 
so we knew we had a problem facing us when 
we got out of the cave_ 

The hike up NalmoUlllain sunk it's 
teeth into vet another unsmmectin2 caver as 

J .1. u 

Harold was overcome with exhaustion, but 
after a fifteen minute rest he was good to go. 
We stopped by the Fern Sink before walking 
armmd the hillside to the New Fern section. 

The vastness ofthe Fern Cave System 
is certainly not eVIdent by the inauspicious 
opening known as the Johnson entr..nce, but 
once through this tight iitde hole The motmrain 
rJpens up and offers her abundance of treasure 
w all who cm:e to parrake. Some of the 
h'f"::JsnrP. like tht> T Tppt>r Formation arf'a, is 
..:<~ily acct:s:s.ibh~, hul mo:si: of tht: rewards umsl 
he eamed. That's part ofthe hean1y and 
ii(r".:)tl\fiiC uf fcili. IIcr pristine .;nvirvumcnt is 
kept intact due to the ditficulty in reaching 
some vf the mor(; dci:vratcd nr~as. The I-Iall of 
Utan1s 1s one such area. Nor heavtiV decorated. 

Leadin~ l)lJ irom the register room is a 
small, tight, "packs-off'' p:!Ssage th:1t requires a 
B.,-\. in \~:onwnionism 10 ne~oLiale. Ailer 
.::rnPP7inn thronoh ·1 i'nJ1<:trlt'tinn •t nr.Pn<: • ~ c .. 1 ··-

( :-,!j!!llli¥ I ;u :ite iPjl o( ;[deep. llarr<.>W CallyOH 

n;1~<:;1nt>. ThP n'maindPr ;,f thl' trin hack to the 
L •. ._ 

pil i:s a hairy lravt:.r:se. a:s you lry tu fiuJ 
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handhoJds on one side and toothoJds on the 
other while the t1oor of the canyon plummets 
sixty teet or more beneath. The traverse is 
compounded by having to slide a rope bag or 
back pack ahead. ln a wont it's "h<rr<tcore". 

The pit is broker'll into 30' ~nd 65' drops 
by a iedge at the bortom of rhe tirsr drop. There 
is a mmLh.o!e-size openmg in ~he !edge that 
wouid allow a siraigiu rappd w tht: bottom, but 
the rope natur:~lly collects on the lecige so most 

~.;untinut: thdr tappd o1f tht; ba"ksidt: side into <t 

small (by Fern standarcl'l) breakdown room. 
The lip of the frrst drop really doesn't require 
padding but we did anyw·ay. The ledge must be 
padded unless you drop t..'trough the manhole. 
From the bottom the passge L'l not easily 
defined. After crawling up, over a..'l.d inbetween 
large breakdown bouiders, one enters what 
appears to be a termination room. However, 
ieading off to one side is a sandy, uninviiing, 
belly crawL After crawling about 15' into this 
passage, I tumed to relay that the passage 
continued: hut didn't appear to he getting any 
bigger. As I spoke, I could hear my words 
reverberating in the distance so I continued 
pusr • .ing the passage thinking all the while that it 
would open into the bottom ot the canyon 
passage we had been traversing. ~iuch to our 
delight it opened into an enonn.ous room. A 
room so rr-..assi'le th:tt light could not penetrate 
the darkness. In the distance waterfall couid be 
heard. I echoed my findings to Vic, who had b~r 
now entered the craw~ and he confumed that I 
was standing in the Hall of Giants. 

TI1e Hall of Gjants is an L shaped room 
roughly the size of a toothall field. At the 
fut1hest reaches of the room is a haystack 
formation of mammoth porportions .. 
Surrounding the formation at it's base are 
dozens of rim.-;tone pools. · fhe havstack is 
cordoned off from the rest of the room by a 
large breakdown piie. Crossing the breakdown 
pile on the right is the safest and easiest route. 
The left side involves a slippery traverse over a 
-:t~·~p!y ~!nr)~•L ttHid '~nvPrt'd <:l<1b nfhreakdnwr 
Jon and 'v"i" w~;n.: ilt~:: uulj ones ilwi iuuk ii1i:-. 

route. Vic made it. Jon did not Jon slipped and 
fdl aboul l2' la~.,;erati11g JJjs ililnJ in tile pru~.,;css. 
The h.vo inch ~~:-~sh on his fl:Jlm \Vas hleerlin~ 
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profusely so we fashioned a bandage out of a 
handkerchief and applied pressure. This was 
sufficient enough to stop the tlow of blood. 

I was first to rig in to cli..-nb but had only 
taken a couple ot steps when the iett shouider 
strl.p cf· m)' chest h~1ness c~me toes e. \'.'bile I 
was repaiti.ng rhar. Haroid. Jon, and Bern 
ascended .. Ton had a first aid kit in b1(l car and 
his hand had startt:d to bieed again, so he and 
H:~rolcf ~t:~rterl exit1t1g the cave atler their 
as"ent. I haJ a ballgame iu \;all in Rainsvill~;; that 
evening so r exited after my climb leaving Vje 
and D.;rnard to pull the mp,.;. 

\\ben r got back to the register room, 
Jon and Harold were just coming out of the 
Green passage havmg tned to locate the Upper 
Formation room. They asked me to take them 
to see it but since I was pushed for tune we 
headed QUt. '-Ve got back to the car right at 
nightfall and were abie to push Jon's car off and 
get it started. I headed to Rainsville after telling 
Jon to lt:ave his car running til the other two 
exited. It wa.o;; a good thing he didn't heed my 
~ouns~lthough, as Vic and Bern had trouble 
finding their way out of the cave and didn't 
arrive at the car til 8:30, long after Jon's meager 
allotment ot gas would have lasted. 

rlllcu:vc the ''LDst i...~ Fern" story to "lie 
and Bernard. 

BIRDS Of A FEATHER 

.... , I c-·· ' • ·. ,, .,~,. rr·· ·riC'V lf{>llr <:hlrttml m" 
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~EVERSINK TRIP 

11/09/96 

by Bernard Powell 

November was the month scheduied for the 
grotto to h:we a vertical trip to the scr owned 
Neversink which as man.y people know is a very 
bi~ hole on top of a mountain near Hollywood. 
,"Jabama. I had never seen Neversink and kind of 
wanteu to go and check tt out smce fd owned a 
T -shirt for 1\vo years. 

Noltnany people were free to go that 
Saturday and only three of us: Jon Cammon_ 
Harold Calvert, and myscH: went We met at the 
bottom ot Lacon :Vlountam at Stuckey's at 
O:I)OA.~.'f. :md after deciding 'Nho had t.l)_e vehicle 
wiih Lhe besr chance of getting there and back, 
!':tarted out. 

It was a cool morning in the mid 30's with 
clear skies and a good breeze. We headed up I-65 
north to I-565 to Huntsville then got on 72 east to 
Scottsboro. The ride in Haro1ds truck was 
uneventful and we arrived at Hollywood in a little 
more than an hour. After following more detailed 
instructions we soon arrived at the parking area and 
started up the mountain. It was still pretty cool but 
the hike warmed us up somewhat After getting to 
the top we rigged !'.vo ropes. One was Jon's dift.; 
old P:Nil and a new one Harold had bought for a 
two hundred footer 

The length ofHarold's rope became 
questionable after readjusting it twice and noticing 
t.~at the knot still did..'1't reach the bottom. Never 
the iess we ngged up and Jon went down first on 
his rope to see if Harold's 'Vas long enoug.h. He 
said il was still five feel off Lhe grow1o bul would 
probably stretch. Harold ngged into Jon's rope and 
started dov.n what for 1--..im was his first real pit. 

fen mmutes later l became cuneus as to 
Y'.rhy he had not reached bottom a.'1d looked over 
the edge to see Harold about half way down. I was 
read;· to go so r rigg~d into HArold's new rope and 
rappdeJ Juwn to Harold tu see what the problem 
was. It turned out he was rigged in with six 
bars and l)il the dirty rope was having trouble 
even feeding the rope through his rack a te\v 
inches at a time dirty rope was having trouble 
even teeding the rope through his rack a few 
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inches at a time 
After unclipping one bar from the bottom 

on his rack Harold soon reached the bottom. How 
a huge hole tPis size could form on the top of a 
mountain is a mystery but there 
it is. Plenty of room for ropes in a pit with real 
sunlight to see by. 

Jon's climb out started with him breaking 
his bungee cord ~md he'd already "fixed" it so many 
times It was bevond hope. Fortunately Harold had 
some ne'.V bungee in his pack at the top of the 
dimb and I gol elected lo go get iL Let me say lhal 
I am no record breaker at climbing and the week 
before I felt miscrble but that day I felt pretty good 
and stili felt good atterchmbmg out twice. Go 
figure. Anyway, Jon rigged the new bungee into his 
harness and was out in no time. Harold got to 

break in his new gear and 
after we all got back topside we derigged and 
headed back to Cullman with plenty of daylight to 

spare. 

DDDDOODDODDDOOnOOOOO 

SITTON'S CAVE 
DADE CO. GEORGIA 

By: Jon Cammon 

John Nichols 
Tracy Dover 

Jamie Dyers 
Tony? 

It was TAG weekend and it was a beautiful 
Saturday morning so we decided to go caving. 
~.\'hile we were trying to decide which cave to do, 
Jamte Dyers came by teiling us about the cave he 
had done the day before. It sounded interesting so 
we talked him imo taking us there. 

Tt was a ten-minute drive from the cave-in 
to the parking area. From there it was a short hike 
to the entrance of the cave. Once inside the cave, 
one finds himself in a short crawl. \Vhen you get 
through the crawl you enter the stream passage 
which makes up the rest of the cave. This passag~ 
is very wet. The water level varies from ankle to 
chest deep and in some areas the ceiling almost 
meets the ~vatcr causing lovv" air space. 

rhere are not many tormatlons m the cave, 
but the one's that are present are very spectacular. If 
you don't mind getting wet, rhis is a mce cave to 



December, 1985 CIG NEWSLETTER 

SURPRISE PIT SAGA 

by Scott Fee 

(Read to the 'momentum' of T 1 was The Night Before Xmas.) 

T'was the night before Fern 
and all thru the neighborhood; 
not a creature was stirring, 
not that any of us could. 
The rope was all coiled 
in the truck with care, 
as visions of vastness danced in our heads. 

Grabbed a quick bite; 
then off towards Paint Rock, 
we were all quite a sight. 

We arrived at the place, 
and made such a clatter; 
that the now woken campers 
wondered what was a matter. 
They sprang from their bags and noticed our gear, 
as we began our hike with little fear. 

On Randy, On Hubert, On Marita and I; 
the-steepness of the hike made us all sigh. 
The entrance was bare from past logging, 
and in I went with my camera lens fogging. 

I found the drop and 
returned for the crew; 
we gathered the gear 
and the rope that was new. 

The rigging went fast, 
as far as time gon8; 
I clipped in at t: .. -~ lip, 
and could see past my toes. 
The pit was a void all deep and black; 
its now or never, there's no turning back. 
I descended down, ever so slow; 
to look at it all with my dim lamp's glow. 

I was in a mist, my pals out-of-sight; 
I continued down with no help from my light. 

It was fifteen minutes of hangin' around 
till finally I hit bottom with nary a sound. 
I undid my rack and scrambled about; 
loudly yelled, so there would be no doubt. 
The reply was audible and really quite clear 
"Hey you dum:ny, you left your pack up here 1 t 1!" 



CVLL.MAL'-1 GROTTO FLOWSTONE DECE.MBER i9~6 

BAT OF TEE MONTH By John Marshall 

E P T E S I C U S FUSCUS ------ Big Brown Bat 
---~-----
Description: Forearm, 42-51 mm; wingspread, 
325-350 mm (Barbour and Davis 1969). The 
color varies from rust to dark brown. The 
calear is keeled, and the tragus is broad 
and rounded. 

Distribution: All sources show this bat 
to be found statewide. It is also pre
sent all-year. 

Habitat: In the winter, big brown bats 
roost in caves, mines, storm sewers, and 
buildings. In the summer, these bats are 
found in attics, barns, and under bridges 
in colonies. Barhalow (1939) collected 
them in a crevice between the walls of a 
brick building on the campus of Auburn 
University. They prefer summer roosts 
where the temperature does not rise above 
92-95 degrees F {Barbour and Davis 1969). 

On Sunday liiCirninq :AG !lllde an assaUlt onthe 
Neversink. Five r~oes were riqqed in t.i.e pit. 
:wenty-six differenu people ~de the drop once 
with five of these doinq it a second time. A 
black snake was found on the botto: and was 
taken out by Susan Uevell. Several people cade 
their first visit to the pit. 

In sw::mary we had a qreat time. Forty-seTen 
names appeared in the TAG reqistar for the week
end. The reqistar is printed below. Those wno 
descended NeTersinl:: have an N after their ·names; 
Valhalla, a V; Znqle, an E: and Gary Self, a G. 
This notation is from meliiCiry only and I lDilY have 
overlooked someone or be in error - -arr apoloqies. 

Allen Padqett, E,N: ~ade Padqett Z, N: Jon ~esa-
. • qer :::,~H2l: Foxy Ferguson E: Della ~Gil.ffin Z,li: 

Richard Schreiber Z,N: SteTe ~uason N; 3ob New-

--

--ell N(2): Bonnie ~Y !!; Rick Foote ::,N, G: 
Penny Foota Z,N,G; Ri.char:f Newell N; Susan !Iev
ell N; Bill Steele Z,N(2); Jackie Steele; Diane 
Cousineau; Steve Richard; ~~rion Smith N; Mar
querite Mather; Tom Schmitt; Marilyn Wendesch. N: 
Sam Al:rton N; Becky Boswell; Dan Nichols; Lynn 
Allen; Peter Georqe Commento; Bob Smith; Georqe 
Marris N,G; Joe Carlisle N, G; Dick Graham U(2); 
Ji:n Wilson; Charlie ~iarren·N; Frank Callaqha.n; 
Cecilia Callaghan; Joe Callaqhan: friend of t.~e 
Callaqh.a.n' s; Steve DeL<t V J.J:'~; Rosie :C.ein 'I{ ,X· 
!:enny Sanford Z,N(2); Sob 'j,'!tr.ln E,!i; John Mer: 
row N: Larry Smith; Gemma Y..orrison: Jim Yow::ans 
N; Steve Ackercan; Leonard Foote; Grace Foote. 

Bill and Jackie Steele and Rosie and StaTe 
:C.ein fro!ll. Indiana drove the hrthest. Bob 
Thrun and !':en Sanford from Laurel, Maryland 
were next followed by Steve Richard from Dnr
ha!ll, !~orth CarolL<ta. 

•Ead nothl.nq but fun; got not:.inq but dirty clothes ... 



MINUTES OF REGULAR l'vffiETING 

OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO OF NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
November 5, 1996 

The regular meeting of Cullman Grotto of the National Speleological Society was called to order on 
Tuesday, November 5, 1996, at 7:30p.m. in the Conference Room of the Cullman County Public 
Library by David Drake, Chairman. Sixteen members and guests were in attendance and we 
welcomed one new member, the Larry Webb Family. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were ready by all present and since there were no additions or 
correction, Louis Adams moved that they be approved as written and the motion was seconded by 
Robert Bumpus and unanimously approved by all present. 

David advised that he received a phone call from a gentleman in Huntsville inquiring if we were 
interested in hosting a Varsity High Adventure Outing and instructing Huntsville Scouts in rapelling 
and rappelling techniques. They want this outing scheduled in March. David said he had several 
other calls from Scout Troups requesting that we take them to caves. After discussion, it was 
unanimously decided that the liability and question of equipment would probably prohibit us from 
participating in such a venture. 

Patrick O'Diam told the group that he can make Bat Decals such as he has in the rear window of his 
vehicle at Cullman Sign and Banner where he works. The cost of the bat is $12 for a 30" bat. He 
can also design a license plate for $8. David advised that we have one Grotto T -Shirt left and we will 
probably be ordering more early next year. 

The Grotto trip this Saturday is to Neversink. If anyone wants to go they should get together and 
talk about it after the meeting. 

Next month, Bill and Miriam Cuddington will be in charge of the program. They will show and talk 
about different types of rappelling gear through the years. There was discussion regarding a video 
of this program. 

Jon Cammon reported a trip to Suttons Cave in Dade County Georgia with some people he met at 
TAG. He said the cave was very wet and muddy. Jon Cammon and Jon McCrary attempted a trip 
to Surprise Pit but they never found it. Robert Bumpus went to South Pittsburgh Pit and they 
explored a hole in the Wall of the Cave which went a short distance and has not been mapped. He 
was with some m"em from Georgia. Victor Bradford reported that he talked to Melton Polsky at 
TAG. Milton is working on access to Val Hollow and Big Coon Valley, but he reported nothing 
definite yet. 

SERRA will be at Racoon Mountain Campground next year and it is being hosted by the Central 



Alabama Grotto. We will have more details on this later. 

A grotto patch was discussed again but since we do not as yet have a definite design in mind, it was 
decided to table this matter until we can obtain and agree on a good and effective design for a grotto 
patch. 

David next opened the floor for nominations for Officers for Cullman Grotto for the coming year to 
be voted on at the December meeting and installed in January. 

David Drake nominated Patrick O'Diam for Chairman and Louis Adams seconded the motion. 

David Drake nominated Bernard Powell for Vice Chairman and John Cammon seconded the motion. 
Patrick O'Diam nominated Louis Adams for Vice Chairman and Arion Baker seconded the motion. 

Louis Adams nominated Evon Thompson for Secretary and Robert Bumpus seconded the motion. 
David Drake nominated Tracy Calvert for Secretary and Patrick O'Diam seconded the motion. 

Louis Adams nominated Mary Adams for Treasurer and Patrick O'Diam seconded the motion. 

Trip Chairman, Flowstone Editor and Safety Chairman will be appointed by the new slate of officers. 

Victor Bradford announced that he is planning a trip to Hall of Giants within the next few weeks and 
it will probably be the day after Thanksgiving. Anyone interested should talk to Victor after the 
meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the Chairman declared it adjourned. 

Approved ____________ _ 
Chairman 

Approved ________________________ _ 

Secretary Pro Tern 
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