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2017 GSS Bulletin Call For 

Articles 
By Nancy Aulenbach  
flittermice@bellsouth.net 

 

The Georgia Speleological Survey 

(GSS) is calling for materials for its 

2017 GSS Bulletin. We need your 

articles! The Bulletin seeks original 

manuscripts, maps, exploratory trip 

reports and photos concerning the 

scientific study, history, and 

exploration of Georgia caves. See 

www.caves.org/survey/gss/GSSWebs

ite/Bulletins.html for an index of 

previous articles, to get ideas, etc. 

Also, if you believe your photo 

would look great on the cover, please 

submit it for consideration! 
 

We are especially proud to provide a 

forum for the publication of mapping 

and survey projects that involve 

Georgia's caves. We also encourage 

projects that are "in process" but not 

100% complete to submit an update 

or the 2017 Bulletin. Now is the time 

for those of you with such projects to 

submit your narratives, photographs, 

and maps for publication and 

recording in Georgia's "official” 

speleological publication. 
 

You can submit articles for the 

Bulletin via email (or send me a 

hyperlink to your download site for 

larger graphic files) to 

btaulenb@usgs.gov. Please send 

articles as a plain text or Microsoft 

Word (.doc or .docx) format and/or 

file. Also format any accompanying 

maps, graphics or photos as separate 

files in the common high resolution 

formats as appropriate. If you need a 

bit of help editing your narrative, 

please tell me and I will be glad to 

assist you. 
 

As you may have already heard the 

sad news, our GSS Bulletin editor 

Brian Williamson passed away last 

November. He has provided great 

service to the GSS over the years. He 

was Bulletin editor for 14 years 

(1992, 1996, 2001, and 2005-2015), 

co-editor in 1995, and assistant editor 

in 1994. He also served as GSS 

Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary 

from 1992 to 2015. He was a fine 

man and caver and he is missed. 
 

If you have submitted any articles in 

the past to Brian that have not yet 

been published (he sometimes has 

held back articles for future issues for 

various reasons), please resubmit 

these for consideration for this year's 

Bulletin as we do not have copies of 

these. We have not yet determined an 

editor for this year's Bulletin, but I 

will be compiling the articles at this 

point. 
 

March 15th, 2017 is the deadline for 

submissions. If you have any 

questions, please drop me an email at 

the email address above. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cullman Grotto Member 

Joins Veterans Adventure 

Group 
February 3, 2017 
 

Cullman Grotto member Dustin 

Humphrey has officially become a 

part of the non-profit organization 

Veterans Adventure Group. He will 

be in charge of the caving/rappelling 

team. They are starting with a team 

of 4 veterans who will be training in 

TAG for participation in Bridge Day 

2017.  
 

Veterans Adventure Group is a non-

profit organization comprised of 

veterans from all branches of the 

American military who want to make 

a difference in the lives of other 

veterans. They help veterans regain 

support networks, sense of purpose 

and pride through the challenge of 

team-oriented extreme sports. They 

build teams, then train, equip and 

help them execute long range goals. 
 

If you would like to know more 

about the group and how you can 

help, please visit them at 

www.veteransadventuregroup.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCCi Purchase Adds 41 

Acres to Valhalla Cave 

Preserve 
January 20, 2017 

SCCi recently purchased 41 acres to 

add to the Valhalla Cave Preserve in 

North Alabama. This land had not 

been logged since the early 1970s 

and contained very valuable timber. 

The landowners had been in 

negotiations to license logging on the 

land. This would have been 

detrimental to SCCi’s property, and 

would have destroyed the access road 

to Valhalla Cave.  
 

We had to act fast to make sure our 

land was protected for future 

generations. Thanks so our speedy 

acquisitions team and support from 

our donors and members like you, we 

did it!  
 

If you would like to help us pay for 

this important expansion and 

contribute to the life of this preserve, 

donate here: 
https://app.etapestry.com/…/Southea

s…/valhallaexpansion.html 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd Annual Map Salon at 

SERA Winter Business 

Meeting 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER 
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By: Nancy Aulenbach   
flittermice@bellsouth.net 

The 23rd Annual SERA Map Salon 

will be held during the SERA Winter 

Business Meeting this Saturday, 

March 11th, 2017 in Buffalo Valley, 

Tennessee hosted by the Upper 

Cumberland Grotto. You can bring 

(or have someone else bring) your 

maps to the beginning of the meeting 

to enter. If you cannot attend the 

meeting, you can send me an 

electronic copy of your map via an 

email attachment to 

btaulenb@usgs.gov so that I can 

print it out and bring it to the salon. 
 

The mission of the map salon is to 

promote high quality mapping of 

caves in the SERA region. This is 

done by providing an outlet for one 

to display their maps and examine 

each other's maps. The judges’ 

critiques are also provided to 

participants to help improve their 

drafting skills. Novice cartographers 

are always encouraged to enter, and 

their maps will also be entered in a 

novice category in addition to the 

other categories. 
 

Remember that maps must be of a 

cave in the SERA region. Maps of a 

section of a cave (for example a 

quad) can also be entered. Maps 

which have received awards in the 

NSS Salon or a previous SERA Map 

Salon cannot be entered in the SERA 

Map Salon. Maps that don't meet 

these qualifications or incomplete 

maps can still be entered for show 

only. 
 

Starting three years ago, we started 

judging the maps using the NSS 

Cartography Salon judging form. It is 

hoped that this will better prepare 

cartographers to then enter their maps 

at the Cartography Salon at the NSS 

Convention. A description of the 

judging criteria is available on the 

NSS Survey and Cartography Section 

website at 

http://caves.org/committee/salons/Ca

rtographic_Judging.htm and a 

judging form can be downloaded at 

http://caves.org/section/sacs/SACS/C

art_Salon_files/NSS%20cart%20salo

n%20judging%20form.pdf. It is 

suggested that cartographers use the 

judging criteria and judging form as a 

checklist, as several excellent maps 

in the past have missed earning an 

award due to missing one or more of 

the mandatory requirements. For 

previous results, visit the SERA Map 

Salon website at 

http://caves.org/region/sera/MapSalo

n.htm. 
 

If you have any questions, or are 

interested in being one of the judges, 

contact Brent Aulenbach at: Home: 

(770) 279-7674, Work: (678) 924-

6626, Mobile: (470) 214-6623, 

email: btaulenb@usgs.gov. 
 

SERA Winter Business Meeting 

information is available at 

http://caves.org/region/sera/ and at 

http://caves.org/region/sera/SERAW

BM.htm. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Larson Well 
By Kelly Smallwood 

rowland7840@bellsouth.net 

 

Last year, Jason Hardy and I had the 

wonderful opportunity to purchase 

Larson Well near Orme, Tennessee. 

A cavers DREAM! Larson Well has 

an entrance pit of 161 feet, just over 

500 feet of cave and is 275 feet deep. 

We have wanted to keep access open 

for all cavers however it has recently 

come to our attention that some 

cavers are directing a lot of traffic 

towards the pit. To prevent overuse, 

we are now asking that cavers please 

ask permission before visiting. Jason 

and I both are in the NSS Members 

Manual. 

https://tagcaver.wixsite.com/undergr

oundearth/single-

post/2017/01/24/Larsons-Well-

Marion-County-Tennessee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TAG Calendar     
 

February 6 
Grotto Meeting 
L&N Train Depot, Arnold St 7:30pm 
 
February 11 
Grotto Trip 
Ward Cave 
Meet at Hayden-Corner Park & Ride 
Exit 284 – 8:30 am 
 
February 25 
Vertical Training Day 
Palisades Park, Oneonta, AL – 9 am 
 
March 4-5 
HCRU SRT Class 
Huntsville, AL 
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Bat Ball Trip Report – We 

are the NSS! 
Fennigan T. Spencer 
NSS#66177 
 

The idea of a New Year’s member 

appreciation dinner / fundraiser / 

party at NSS HQ was spawned at 

Cavefest by a late night fire right in 

the middle of paradise with me, 

Leigh Dudrow and Maureen Handler. 

It wasn’t a week later I was talking 

with Bill Jackson the fundraising 

chair of the NSS. When I asked Bill 

if we could possibly throw a party for 

members, showcase the new HQ and 

maybe make some money to pay off 

the mortgage, his immediate reply 

was, “of course we can Fenn we are 

the NSS” 
 

And we were off. I won’t bore you 

with the details of the trip there 

because most of you reading this 

already know what it takes to plan a 

party for cavers. Like a cave trip. 

You don’t want to leave anything out 

so you try to prepare as much as 

possible for the intensity of the cave 

you are going to visit. We started 

from the beginning of keep it simple, 

it’s our first one and so sweet and 

simple was the plan from the get. 
 

My little brother Tyler Newton and I 

arrived on Wednesday before the 

party to prepare the place for arrival 

of our friends. We set up our camp 

and started to work. By Thursday we 

were set and by Friday Morning the 

trip began. People stated rolling in, 

campers, tents, smiling happy faces 

everywhere and then the cool things 

started happening. Tree where rigged 

for vertical practice, a fire pit was 

placed before the steps at the 

entrance to HQ and people gathered. 

After dark some started watching the 

Friday night movie. As above so 

Below. Whew scary! 
 

On Saturday almost everybody went 

caving whether vertical or horizontal. 
 

This is where things got surreal for 

me because there were so many 

things to get done and so many 

people who had told me that they 

would do it started showing up. A 

few brave souls in attendance also 

stayed behind to get the ballroom 

ready from the evening’s festivities. 

All of a sudden the place was set up 

and decorated and the caterer was 

pulling up. My boiled peanuts were 3 

hours from being done; I had been 

boiling 5 lbs for 4 hours already. 

There was 5 gallons of home brew 

brought by Mr. Birthday Sydney B. 

Grindle, not only did he bring the 

brew he bartended on his on 

Birthday. True Bad-Assery! The 

caterers basically set us up feeding 

stations and hungry cavers ate from 6 

to 8 and after that the lights went 

down and my lips are sealed on the 

details of the rest of the night and 

(unless you were watching on the 

web cam )we celebrated the New 

year of 2017 in a civilized cavers 

style!. 
 

On Sunday there was breakfast and 

vertical practice in the out building. 

Some headed home and others 

wondered on and in the caves on the 

property. 
 

Results: 
70 Happy Party goers 
2 New regular NSS members signed 

up 
1 family membership signed up 
$ raised to help pay of Mortgage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural Well 
By Harold Calvert 

 

It gets a lot harder in the winter to 

find good pits to do. Either they are 

closed due to hunting; the weather is 

too cold or wet. Seems there is 

always something. This was nearly 

the case on this grotto trip. The 

forecast had said rain for the whole 

weekend; it had been wet all week. 

There was an alternate plan for a 

horizontal cave in case of inclement 

weather, but we really wanted to do a 

pit. 
 

The morning of the trip, I woke up to 

rain. The weatherman was right. 

Somehow, I thought, it would quit by 

10 am. I don't know why I would 

think that, just had a feeling about it. 

When members called that morning 

asking about changing the trip, I told 

them the sun would break through 

before 11 and the trip was still on. 
 

We arrived at the park office about 

9:30 to obtain our permits. The rain 

had decreased to a drizzle. By the 

time everybody made their way to 

the parking spot, the rain had 

stopped. We would not have to hike 

in the cold rain, but the trail to the pit 

was a muddy, wet and slippery mess. 

By the time we had ropes in the pit, 

the sun began peeking through the 

clouds at times. 
 

With two ropes in the pit, our group 

made good time bouncing the pit. 

Many of the group got several rides 

that day. The pit was wet, drippy 

around the bottom. Not enough to get 

you soaked, just enough to be cold. 

The temperature on top was nice, 

around 60. 
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Some of the group decided to see the 

cave, while others hung around 

bouncing the pit. We had two ropes, 

a pit rope and a 10mm PMI. The pit 

rope had several tandem climbs, but 

no one wanted to tandem on the 

10mm. Everyone rappelled and 

climbed well, we had several new 

people with us, they did excellent. 
 

With the pit derigged, we made it 

back to the park office with plenty of 

time to turn in the permits. If they 

don't get it back, they are going to 

come and check on you. The office 

closed at least half an hour early. 

Without checking. There is a number 

on the permit to call if after hours, no 

one picks it up. We slid the permits 

into a key holder for the cabins there. 

What else could you do? We at least 

tried. 
 

After everyone changed, we made 

our way to the Mello Mushroom in 

Huntsville for some good food. Boy, 

were we hungry by the time food 

came! It had taken almost two hours 

to get seated and get our food. Maybe 

we were that hungry, the food was 

excellent. 
 

And so was another day on rope. 

Good friends and good times 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Byer’s Cave(ing)  
 

Kuenn Drake 
NSS 36723 
 
The Fox Mountain Preserve is the 

SCCi's largest and richest cave and 

karst preserve.  In total there are 11 

caves located on 448.6 acres in Dade 

County, Georgia.  It's home to some 

well-known caves like; Cemetery Pit, 

Rusty's, Hurricane, and many others - 

Byer's Cave - one I hadn't done AND 

one that was on my list. 

 

Crawling in Byer’s 
 

Having heard about Byer's for many 

years (being off-limits to cavers for 

years/decades), when I received an 

invite from Mark-O and having an 

open Saturday, I jumped at the 

chance. 

 

We met at the NSS office and headed 

out to the parking spot for the Fox 

Mountain Preserve, about a 1.5 hour 

drive from Huntsville.  Eleven total 

on the trip, it would be a first for 

several in the group.  I've caved with 

a few of the HSV grotto members in 

the recent past, but I believe this was 

the first official cave trip with their 

grotto since, oh, probably the early 

70's.  They were rightfully cautious 

of the "new" old guy invading their 

group, but we soon became well 

acquainted and close in the narrow 

passages of Byer's. 

Burn area on Approach Hike 
 

The hike to the cave is roughly 45 

minutes, lightly-strenuous.  It was 

well wooded until the drought-

contributed fires occurred during 

October 2016.  Fire has significantly 

scarred Fox Mountain near Rising 

Fawn, it burned for several days.  

The hike consists of a fair amount of 

UP (~35 minutes) and then about 10 

minutes of DOWN.  

 

Byer's is considered a horizontal 

cave, but being an "expert" now, I 

would certainly classify it as a 

intermediate horizontal; requiring 

chimneying, stemming, a couple of 

tight crawls, and some sketchy step-

across areas.  One that is befitting of 

its name, "hell-no". There are 5 areas 

in the first 500' where hand-lines are 

needed/required. One of which is a 

recommend harness with progress 

capture, 30-35' descend/ascend. 

                     Big Room    
 

After spending a solid hour 

navigating the sketchy entrance 

passage to the main bore-hole, the 

rest of the cave (that we visited) was 

comparably tame. After entering the 

main passage and getting a rest-n-

snack we headed to the big room - 

which it is.  Some massive formation, 

school bus size breakdown, and 

sporting a double-domed ceiling. 

Very impressive!   

 

Leaving the big room we made a 

short crawl to another formation area 

and then back through the big room 

and on to the opposite end of the 

main passage via a lower stream 

route. High ceilings, stream-side 

formations, eventually culminating in 

a well decorated formation 

room/gallery – very nice! 

 

Byer's was the scene of a 12 hour 

rescue back in January of 2016, when 

a local "spelunker" fell some 25-30 

vertical feet in the main passage, 

receiving multiple injuries and was 

carried out in a litter.  An impressive 

feat, considering the terrain. 
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We spent roughly 5 hours in the cave 

before heading out, which required a 

full 1-2 hours... navigating all the 

UPs that we had basically body 

rappelled down at the beginning 

proved to be time consuming. 

 

New cave… new caving friends... a 

fine purchase for the price of a 

Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Caving Experience 
By Harold Calvert 

 

What was your first caving 

experience? Mine was pretty much 

like you would expect. Yes, I was a 

spelunker. A flashlight caver. With 

only one light. No helmet, no other 

supplies. 
 

It was pretty uneventful, we went to 

Bryant cave. Toured around the 

upper cave for awhile. I had caught 

the caving bug already. I knew this 

was something I wanted to get into. 

We spent s few hours poking around 

in the various passages, then left. 

Planning our next adventure. 
 

I had heard about another cave in a 

rock quarry just down the road from 

where we had been. Turned out to be 

Catfish cave, we only knew it by 

rock quarry cave. 
 

It was 1976; I was just out of high 

school. My two caving friends were 

similar in age, we grew up together. 

Did I say we were flashlight cavers? 

Yep, one light each. The cheapest 

lights we could find, Walmart, for 

$1.00. After all, what could go 

wrong? 
 

Plenty let me tell you. We did not tell 

anyone we were going. We parked 

far enough off the main road so that 

no one would see our car. Obviously 

there was not a contact person or call 

out. No gear or spare lights. Not even 

a drink of water. Spelunkers all the 

way. 
 

The first half of the trip went well. 

We had been in about two hours. The 

first light met its fate. Dropped down 

a narrow crack, unreachable. Oh 

well, we thought. There are still two 

lights. We will be ok. Ten minutes 

later, the batteries died in the second 

light. Time to worry. Head for the 

entrance, fast! Well, too little too 

late. Ten minutes later, the last light 

died. We would take the batteries out 

and warm them and shake them for a 

bit. Turn the light on and run. That 

lasted maybe a minute each time. 

Finally, the light would only come on 

about five seconds. Worried, we sat 

down. Wondering what would 

become of us. Nobody knew where 

we were or what we were doing. 

They probably would never find the 

car. We sat through a very long night, 

it was not good. Around daylight, I 

awoke from a short nap. I thought I 

was dreaming, I could see. 
 

Not very good, but enough that I 

could tell my hands in front of my 

face. I quickly woke the other two 

guys, they could see also. And it was 

getting brighter by the minute! 
 

We had gone far enough back toward 

the entrance that a small opening was 

letting in sunlight. Feeling our way 

over, we one by one squeezed out 

into the morning light. I had never 

been so happy to see the sun. 
 

I learned a lot about caving that 

night. You need gear. Helmets, lights 

(several), pads, gloves, food. The list 

goes on. Never go alone, always tell 

someone where you are going and 

leave a callout time. 
 

We returned to the cave a few weeks 

later, well prepared for the trip. We 

made it to the place that turned us 

around on the first trip. And kept 

going. Only to find out that we were 

only fifty feet away from entrance 

two when we bailed on the first trip. 

Who would have thought there could 

be were two entrances to a cave? 

Obviously we still had much to learn. 
 

That was over forty years ago. I still 

learn about caves  and caving. And 

still have the caving bug. At least, 

just maybe, I have graduated from 

spelunker. 
 

I do know that we must teach the 

spelunkers better ways and help 

them. I know that I would have 

appreciated the effort if someone 

would have taken the time with me. 

Maybe I would not have had to learn 

the hard way. But I believe it has 

made me appreciate it even more. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Cullman Grotto of the 

National Speleological 

Society 
January 10, 2017 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the 

Cullman Grotto of the National 

Speleological Society was called to 

order on Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 

at 7:35 p.m. by Harold Calvert, 

Chairman.  9 were present. 
 

The minutes from the December 

meeting were read.  A motion was 

made by Sharon Clayton to accept 

the minutes as read and was 
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seconded by Perry Clayton.  The 

motion was approved. 
 

The treasurer's report was given. 
 

Announcements: 
Due to renovations at The Depot, we 

are to call before the next meeting to 

verify that the meeting room is 

available. 
 

The February grotto trip will be a 

joint trip with the Montgomery 

Grotto to Natural Well. 
 

Old Business: 
Nominations for officers for 2017: 
Chairman:  Harold Calvert 
Vice-chairman:  Scott Murphy 
Secretary:  Evon Thompson 
Treasurer:  Tracy Calvert 
New Business: 
The nominations for officers for 2017 

were closed and the above nominees 

were approved by all present. 
 

An executive meeting will be held in 

February. 
 

Grotto dues are now payable. 
 

Need to find a pair of candy cane 

tights. 
 

Members were asked for suggestions 

for future trips.  At this time, trips 

were requested to Gourdneck and 

Gross Skeleton.  
 

Trip Reports 
Harold Calvert on Tumbling Rock. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 

p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


