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SCCi: Events & Goals for 

2017 
By Ray Knott 
November 16, 2016  

As we approach the end of our 25th 

year, we are starting to think about 

what 2017 will bring for us.  It was a 

great year for SCCi in 2016.  We 

stepped it up a notch with events, 

marketing, fundraising, outreach, and 

overall publicity.  We also started 

hearing from more of our volunteers.  

It was wonderful to see what the 

power of volunteering could do for 

events such as Bats, Beer, & 

Bluegrass and the TAG Fall Cave-In.  

We anticipate more outreach to our 

volunteers and Preserve Managers in 

2017, and hope to hear from each of 

you. 
 

Below is our 2017 calendar so that 

you can save the date for many of 

your favorite SCCi events throughout 

2017. 
 

Feb 4 – Member’s Appreciation Day 

at Fricks 
Feb 25 – Board Meeting 
March 11 – Preserve Managers 

Meetings 
May 20 – Board Meeting and Annual 

Meeting 
August 26 – Board Meeting 
November 18 – Board Meeting 
 

Keep your eyes open here and 

through our social media outlets for 

more SCCi initiatives, goals, and 

updates.  Without you, our supporters 

and volunteers, we couldn’t move 

forward with our mission of 

conserving the caves of the 

Southeast. 

 

 
 

Member Appreciation Day at 

Fricks Cave Preserve 

Each year, SCCi hosts an open house 

for current SCCi members and their 

guests at Fricks Cave in Georgia, a 

cave that is normally closed to 

protect endangered bats and 

salamanders that live in the cave. The 

Membership Appreciation Day at 

Fricks Cave will be February 4th. On 

this ONE DAY ONLY from 9:00am 

until 4:00pm EST, SCCi members 

and their guests will be allowed 

entrance to the cave assuming the 

bats have moved to their winter 

hibernation location. 
 

Primitive camping on Friday night 

the 3rd is available on the preserve. 

Signs will be posted directing you to 

campsites. For more information on 

camping or caving at Fricks Cave, 

contact the preserve management 

team at fricks@scci.org or by calling 

ET Davis at 423-667-9946. 
 

Current SSCi members will be asked 

to help our volunteers prepare for the 

event. A confirmation email will 

contain event information. RSVP 

will open closer to the date of the 

event. 
 

Not a current SCCi member? Please 

first join or renew as either a SCCi 

regular member or sustaining 

member. Not sure which to choose? 

See our membership options here! 
 

Please note: 
 

    Anyone wishing to visit the cave 

must bring their own helmets, 

headlamps, and all appropriate 

caving gear, all of which must be 

clean in accordance with the SCCi 

Clean Caving Procedures, in order to 

be allowed into the cave. The 

purpose of this requirement is to 

prevent the unintentional 

introduction of foreign bacteria, 

fungus, and other microscopic life 

forms into the highly sensitive cave 

environment. Anyone who does not 

have appropriate gear, or whose gear 

has not been cleaned as described 

above, will not be allowed to enter 

the cave. Because the fungus that 

causes White Nose Syndrome in bats 

has been confirmed in Fricks Cave, 

anyone visiting the cave must also 

clean and disinfect their gear after the 

open house and before visiting any 

other caves. 
 

    There are no guided caving trips; 

at least one member of each group 

should have sufficient caving skills 

and experience that they can navigate 

their group through the complex 

passages of this wild cave on their 

own. 
 

    Visitors to the cave should dress 

appropriately: Fricks Cave is a 

stream cave, and can be very cold 

and wet in winter, even when it is 

warm outside! The water flowing 

through the cave will be cold; visitors 

should expect to get wet at least up to 

an adult’s knees, and may also get 

quite muddy; polypropylene or other 

synthetic underwear as a base layer 

will help reduce the very real 

potential for hypothermia. 
 

    Anyone planning to visit the cave 

should plan to have in their vehicle a 

complete set of dry and warm clothes 

to change into after visiting the cave. 

There are no indoor facilities at the 

preserve. 
 

There will be a cookout that will 

begin at noon EST and food will be 

served until we run out. We 

encourage you to visit the cave then 

stick around for burgers and hot dogs 

and a visit with friends. 
 

We hope that you will make plans to 

join us for this unique opportunity! 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM Cave open for 

visitation, assuming the summer gray 

bat colony has not yet returned. Note: 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER 

http://www.scci.org/
mailto:fricks@scci.org
http://www.scci.org/join2/
http://www.scci.org/sustaining/
http://www.scci.org/sustaining/
http://www.scci.org/support/
file:///C:/Users/kuenndrake/Downloads/scci.org/files/CleanCavingProcedures.pdf
http://www.scci.org/events/fricks-cave-open-house/www.batcon.org/wns
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SCCi Clean Caving Procedures will 

be strictly enforced! Frick’s is a 

stream cave, please dress 

accordingly. 
 

12:00 PM – 4:00 PM Hot food will 

be available until supplies run out. 

Current SCCi Members: Please 

RSVP  to help us plan supplies. 
 

Winners of the 2nd Annual SCCi 

Photo and Video Contest will be 

announced in the afternoon. Note: 

Voting is currently open on our 

Facebook page for the People’s 

Choice Photo Awards! 
 

Location: To protect our properties 

we do not publish their locations 

online. If you are a member and do 

not know where the Frick’s Cave 

Preserve is located, please use the 

contact information below to obtain 

directions. 
 

Questions: Email us at 

admin@scci.org or call (423) 771-

9671 Extension 101. 

 

 

 
Researchers "Translate" Bat 

Talk. Turns Out, They 

Argue—A Lot 
By Jason Daley 
Smithsonian.com 

December 23, 2016 

Plenty of animals communicate with 

one another, at least in a general 

way—wolves howl to each other, 

birds sing and dance to attract mates 

and big cats mark their territory with 

urine. But researchers at Tel Aviv 

University recently discovered that 

when at least one species 

communicates, it gets very specific. 

Egyptian fruit bats, it turns out, aren’t 

just making high pitched squeals 

when they gather together in their 

roosts. They’re communicating 

specific problems, reports Bob Yirka 

at Phys.org. 
 

According to Ramin Skibba at 

Nature, neuroecologist Yossi Yovel 

and his colleagues recorded a group 

of 22 Egyptian fruit bats, Rousettus 

aegyptiacus, for 75 days. Using a 

modified machine learning algorithm 

originally designed for recognizing 

human voices, they fed 15,000 calls 

into the software. They then analyzed 

the corresponding video to see if they 

could match the calls to certain 

activities. 
 

They found that the bat noises are not 

just random, as previously thought, 

reports Skibba. They were able to 

classify 60 percent of the calls into 

four categories. One of the call types 

indicates the bats are arguing about 

food. Another indicates a dispute 

about their positions within the 

sleeping cluster. A third call is 

reserved for males making unwanted 

mating advances and the fourth 

happens when a bat argues with 

another bat sitting too close. In fact, 

the bats make slightly different 

versions of the calls when speaking 

to different individuals within the 

group, similar to a human using a 

different tone of voice when talking 

to different people. Skibba points out 

that besides humans, only dolphins 

and a handful of other species are 

known to address individuals rather 

than making broad communication 

sounds. The research appears in the 

journal Scientific Reports. 
 

“We have shown that a big bulk of 

bat vocalizations that previously 

were thought to all mean the same 

thing, something like ‘get out of 

here!’ actually contain a lot of 

information,” Yovel tells Nicola 

Davis at The Guardian. By looking 

even more carefully at stresses and 

patterns, Yovel says, researchers may 

be able to tease out even more 

subtleties in the bat calls. 
 

This isn't the end of the research, 

Yirka reports. Yovel and his team 

want to investigate whether bats are 

born knowing this “language” or if 

they learn it over time while living in 

their colonies. They also want to 

know if the bats use similar 

communication outside the roost. To 

understand that, they will attach 

microphones to some bats and release 

them into the wild. 
 

Kate Jones, professor of ecology and 

biodiversity at University College, 

London, tells Davis that the research 

is very interesting. “It is like a 

Rosetta stone to getting into [the 

bats’] social behaviors. I really like 

the fact that they have managed to 

decode some of this vocalization and 

there is much more information in 

these signals than we thought,” she 

says. She says that it might even be 

possible to use similar techniques to 

begin understanding nuanced 

communications in other species as 

well. 
Read more: 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/sm

art-news/researchers-translate-bat-

talk-and-they-argue-lot-

180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.9
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TAG Calendar     
January 10 
Grotto Meeting 
L&N Train Depot, Arnold St 7:30pm 
 
January 21 
Montgomery/Cullman Grotto Trip 
Natural Well – Huntsville, AL 
Meeting Time/Place TBA 
 
February 4 
SCCi Membership Appreciation 
Day 
Fricks Cave, GA 9am – 4pm 
 
March 4-5 
HCRU SRT Class 
Huntsville, AL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scci.org/rsvp/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152650932083263.1073741829.50139038262&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152650932083263.1073741829.50139038262&type=1
mailto:admin@scci.org
http://www.smithsonian.com/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.99
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.99
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.99
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.99
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#A1i5hEu3OtAQIgkA.99
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Party Time and the  

Christmas Tree 
By Harold Calvert 

 

It’s that time of year again; everyone 

is hurrying about preparing for 

Christmas cheer. Shopping for the 

little ones, and partying for the 

adults. And so it was time for our 

grotto Christmas parties. The first 

one on the list was the Montgomery 

party. Bo and Jelene graciously lent 

their home for the venue this year. 

They also furnished a bedroom for 

those of us that had too far to go, we 

stayed the weekend. 
 

It was a good party, the grotto 

furnished burgers and sausage off the 

grill, while we all brought extra stuff 

to add in. There was a nice crowd, 

over twenty I think were counted. 

The food, drinks and company were 

excellent. There was also a dirty 

Santa, not too dirty, most everyone 

left happy. It was good to see people 

that we have not seen in a while, and 

to connect faces to the ones that we 

only hear about. 
 

The Cullman Grotto party was the 

next weekend; most of the 

Montgomery returned the favor by 

coming to ours. This was a pot luck 

dinner, all the food was good, no one 

left hungry. The grotto liked my 

festive costume; well some of them 

did anyway. I had an elf hat and 

shorts, Grinch shirt, and tights. It had 

bells and jingled when I walked. 

Ain’t that special! We had a big 

crowd, Jeff and Mandi's house was 

full! We also had a dirty Santa, it got 

interesting at times. 
 

Both parties were fun, its good to see 

our caving friends in something other 

than muddy clothes. 
 

We had not been caving all month, 

with so much happening. When I got 

the text from Mandi about caving on 

New Years day there was no 

hesitation. She wanted to take her 

son, Isaac on his first cave trip. 

Where to? 

Tumbling 

Rock to the 

Christmas 

tree, where 

else? I had 

never seen 

the tree lit, 

and the plan 

was to take 

batteries 

and light the 

tree for some photo opportunities.  
 

Nathan, the property manager, is a 

good photographer and escorted us 

there to get some good shots. With 

flashes and camera set up, everyone 

posed for quite a few photographs, 

some of which were probably 

deleted. You never know what we 

might do for a picture! Once done, 

we decided to show Isaac a little 

more of the cave, parts that are a little 

harder to get to. He made it through 

the suicide passage, no problem. 

Only to turn around and head out, it 

was time to make our way back to 

the entrance. When we made it back 

to the King’s Shower, Nathan had 

already set up spotlights and a sound 

system in the dome room. With the 

combined spotlights showing off the 

waterfall and passage, and sound 

system playing music from Journey 

to Amazing Caves, it rivaled any 

show cave. Despite being drought 

conditions there was quite a bit of 

water that day in the shower and also 

the small hole close to the entrance 

that pours onto the flowstone 

haystack. 
 

With that done, we made our way to 



January 2017                                                                                                                                                                            Cullman Grotto Flowstone 

5 

the cars to head home. Isaac seemed 

to enjoy the cave; we had fun taking 

him there. 
 

Maybe with the New Year we will 

finally have more time for caving 

instead of having to talk about past 

trips. It’s time to make new stories 

and memories. Let’s go caving! 
 

 

 

 

Caving in Africa? 
By Kuenn Drake 

 

 Interesting post in TAG-net #7273 

by a TAG caver referencing Hans 

Meyer Cave half-way up the summit 

of Mt. Kilimanjaro.          

 

Mount Kilimanjaro, the 

“Roof of Africa,” 
 

 

Mount Kilimanjaro is an extinct 

volcano. It is the tallest free-standing 

mountain in the world. It is one of 

the Seven Summits for mountaineers, 

the highest point on each of the seven 

continents. 

 

Mount Kilimanjaro is in the United 

Republic of Tanzania, near the town 

of Moshi. It is located close to 

Tanzania's border with the Republic 

of Kenya. Located 3° south of the 

equator, it is in a state of perpetual 

summer. 

 

The climb takes about 6 days, 

through thick forests, alpine 

grasslands, desolate rockface, and 

brilliant white glaciers. Since the 

final summit attempt takes place 

early in the morning (to view the 

sunrise) it is best to go during a full 

moon.      

 

No rope or climbing equipment is 

needed. 

70% of all climbers experience some 

form of altitude sickness during the 

climb. 40% of those who set out to 

climb Mt. Kilimanjaro fail, and turn 

back before reaching Uhuru Peak. 

Average Temperature: 

At the foot of the mountain  25 - 

30° C (77 - 86° F) 

At 3000m  5 - 15° C (41 - 59° F) 

At the summit (Uhuru) -10° - 20° C 

(14 - 68° F) 

 

Elevations: 

Kilimanjaro National Park gate / 

Marangu  1980 m (6500 ft) 

Hans Meyer Cave  5150 m (16900 ft) 

Uhuru, Mt. Kilimanjaro's peak, on 

Kibo Crater          5895 m (19340 ft) 

 

For reference: Mount Everest base 

camp is at 5400 m (17600 ft) 

 

Soooooo, does anybody want to go 

caving in Africa???? 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Cullman Grotto of the 

National Speleological 

Society 
 

December 5, 2016 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the 

Cullman Grotto of the National 

Speleological Society was called to 

order on Monday, December 5, 2016, 

at 7:35 p.m. by Harold Calvert, 

Chairman. 7 members were present. 
 

The minutes from the October 

meeting was read. A motion was 

made by Harold Calvert to accept the 

minutes as read and was seconded by 

Leginia Jenkins. The motion was 

approved. 
 

The treasurer's report was given. 
 

Announcements: 
 

December 10, 2016 – Montgomery 

Grotto Christmas Party 
 

December 17, 2016 – Cullman 

Grotto Christmas Party 
 

Old Business: 
 

Time for Christmas Party set at 6pm. 
 

New Business: 
 

Nominations for 2017 Officers 
Chairman: Harold Calvert 
Vice-Chair: Kuenn Drake, Perry 

Clayton 
Secretary: Evon Thompson 
Treasurer: Tracy Calvert 
 

Trip Reports 
 

Trip Reports given by Harold Calvert 

for Fern Cave and Flowing Stone. 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 

 

http://www.billhance.com/travel/images/kilimanjaro/7summits.jpg
http://www.billhance.com/travel/images/kilimanjaro/day11.jpg
http://www.ismmed.org/np_altitude_tutorial.htm
http://www.billhance.com/travel/images/kilimanjaro/uhuru.jpg

